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Bill Evarts and the Big Picture 
by Pat Finn 

ere’s an interesting piece of advice from Bill Evarts, a 
photographer whose gorgeous landscape photos of the 

Torrey Pines Reserve, the Sierras and Baja California have 
been published in multiple books, magazines and calendars:  
“When the big picture doesn’t work, look at your feet.”  
Sometimes, an all-encompassing vista of mountains, trees, 
water, or whatever just won’t come together in Evarts’ eye.  
In that case, he advises, focus on the details, the pebbles 
you’re walking on, the eddy swirling around a clump of 
grass, a lizard in the sun.  
In July, when Evarts showed the Torrey Pines Docent 
Society his recent photographic work in Baja California, it 
was hard to imagine 
any creative idea not 
working out for him.  
Travelling the entire 
800 miles of Baja 
with its 3,000 miles 
of coastline, Evarts 
had managed to get 
to places and see 
wonders that few 
travelers from Alta 
California have seen:  
a coniferous forest of 
Sugar and Jeffrey 
pines; aboriginal 
cave paintings dated 
some 9,500 years 
ago; hot springs and 
blue palms. 
In San Ignacio, Loreto, Rio la Purissima, Mission San 
Javier, and Sierra de San Francisco, Evarts negotiated sand 
dunes, trudged up mountains, waited out the fog, and 
concentrated on finding a simple color palette.  Mountains, 

it turns out, are difficult to photograph.  You and I may 
happily point our 
smart phones and 
click, but Evarts has 
crucial choices to 
make. Shoot from 
below?  On top? In 
the moonlight? In the 
morning?  Or maybe 
all of the above, in 
which case he’ll be 
there quite a while.  
As he says, one of his 
biggest investments is 
time. 
Evarts was born in 
San Diego, lived for a 
time in Oakhurst and 
now resides in Escondido.  He describes himself as a 
“traditional, end of the road, into the dirt, landscape 
photographer.”  Mostly self-taught, he has had several solo 
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exhibits, and his pictures have appeared in magazines, books and calendars.  
Evarts was commissioned to photograph and write the text for Torrey Pines:  
Landscape and Legacy (available, of course, in the Museum Shop). His Baja 
California photos have appeared in the San Diego Natural History Museum (or 
the Nat, as it likes to be called) and in the Smithsonian, but have not as yet been 
published in a book, more’s the pity. 
If you missed his talk or want to see more of his photos, visit his website at 
billevarts.com. 
 

Torrey Pines Docent Society  

General Meeting Minutes  

July 11, 2015 

Meeting called to order at 9:02 am by Frank Burham.  
Speaker:  Bill Evarts, Landscape Photographer.  A San Diego native, Bill was 
commissioned for the photography and text for the book Torrey Pines: 
Landscape and Legacy, (1994).  He gave a beautiful slide show of the deserts, 
mountains, forests, and coastlines of Baja California. 
Docent of the Month: Diane Stocklin for all of her excellent work with 
Docent Training.  
Recycling:  Bob Doolittle announced that, starting September 1, 2015, State 
Parks will take over recycling.  They will be contracting it out to a third party.  
This means the TPDS will have to forego about $2,000 in income, which 
Treasurer Gerry Lawrence assures will have minimal effect.  Many thanks to 
all of the docents that have been our recyclers over the years. 
Treasurer’s Report: Gerry Lawrence reported on the first six months of 
2015.  Museum shop sales are up 23% above last year; special walks income is 
up 27%, and the visitor donations are up 36% over last year.  The new cash 
handling procedures are a success, eliminating discrepancies between weekly 
reported cash sales and actual cash deposited in the bank.   
General Announcements:  
Whale watching trip, Ingo Renner:  The 8th field trip of the year is a whale 
watching trip to see blue and finback whales on July 28.  
Moonlight Walk and Potluck Dinner: Bobbi Krueger organized this event 
which is on Friday July 31, at 7:30 pm.  
Bring a dish to share and plates and utensils and something to drink.  We will 
provide cups, water, coffee and tea.  The rangers will be our guests in exchange 
for planning our moonlight adventure. 
If you have not signed up please respond to Bobbi. Contact info is in the 
Membership List. 
Museum Shop: Nancy Woodworth announced there is a selection of new 
books available in the Museum Shop. 
Refreshments: For August’s General Meeting docents with last names starting 
with T-Z are responsible for snacks.   
Meeting ended at 10:48 am 
 

FLASH From Joy Inton: Don’t 

forget to donate your ZooNooz 

magazines to the Museum Shop. 

mailto:Editors@torreypine.org
mailto:Membership@torreypine.org
http://torreypine.org/
http://torreypines.org/
http://billevarts.com/
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Children’s Program 
by Janet Ugalde, Children’s Program Director  
I hope you are enjoying a glorious summer! Children's 
Program docents are off-duty this month, but while we are 
recreating, our hardworking coordinator Louis Sands is 
busy enrolling schools for 2015-16. We will meet 
September 17th to prepare for our kick-off on September 
24th. Docents, if you would like to be invited to our 
gatherings, or have questions about how to sign up for 
Children's Program events, please contact: 
Louis Sands 
Coordinator, Docent-led Children's Program 
ChildrensProgram@torreypine.org 

Docent CARE Team Kick-off 
by Annette Ring and Sally Whitlock 
Each year, the TPDS loses about 10 percent of its membership 
for a variety of reasons.  So we are forming a new outreach 
team called “CARE,” which will serve as an adjunct 
committee to membership.   The purpose is to stay informed 
about the well-being of our docent members, and when 
needed, offer help and encouragement. The idea of CARE is to 
maintain contact with docents by phone and email, and to send 
get well cards, and condolences when appropriate.  
CARE stands for: Contact And REtain 
The board unanimously approved the concept of CARE.  The 
CARE team will consist of at least 10 docents.  Each team 
member will be assigned about 25 docents for the purpose of 
staying in touch. We will maintain contact by phone, email, 
regular mail or in person when appropriate. Annette Ring and 
Sally Whitlock will oversee the CARE team, helping to deal 
with questions and concerns.  
We plan to present this concept at the August 8th general 
meeting with more details.  Please sign up at that time if you 
are interested.  
Contact Sally or Annette for more information.  
 

Below: Docent hike to Black’s Beach area, July 10, 2015. 

Photo by Karen Fraser   

Docent of the Month: 

Diane Stocklin 
Photo by Herb Knüfken 

orn a child of the 
Nebraska prairie, I 

have always loved the view 
across broad, low and 
rolling stretches of 
grasslands, with upland 
birds, wildflowers, and 
farm fields. However, in 
my early teens, my dad 
took our family on our 
first hiking trip in the 
alpine and conifer forests 
of the Colorado Rockies. 
And there my heart remains.  

I have always have been thankful for my dad’s 
introduction to nature, and fortunately, my husband, 
whom I met at Ohio State, was just as dedicated to 
the out-of-doors.  For Bob it was a place of respite, 
and for me, as an art historian, it is a place to 
experience the art of nature’s treasures on its broad, 
wide and changing canvas. 

By volunteering at Torrey Pines, I am following a 
family tradition of habitat preservation.  Their focus 
was on prairies, and mine is here at TPSNR, where the 
habitat is just as irreplaceable and fragile. It was 
pure joy to visit Parry Grove upon its reopening and 
experience it untrammeled.  

To this day, I continue mountain hiking and skiing 
adventures, with my son, granddaughter, sister, 
cousins, and friends.  John Muir was correct in saying, 
“the mountains are calling and I must go.”  

B 

mailto:ChildrensProgram@torreypine.org
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Charles Parry: Finding the Pines, 1850 - 
Part 2 
by Jim Larrimore 

n the July 2015 Torreyana, Finding the Pines, Part 1 
presented what Charles Parry wrote about four of the six 
pines he found in 1850 while serving as surveyor of 

botany and geology on the U.S. - Mexican Boundary 
Commission. Finding the Pines, Part 2, presents what Parry 
wrote about the fifth and sixth pines he found. 

Charles Parry wrote to Dr. John Torrey on June 30, 1850, 
about finding a new pine species. “[On June 26, 1850,] I 
have been some ten miles up the coast to the mouth of the 
Soledad Valley to examine a seam of lignite which is 
exposed in the high bluff overlooking the beach….But what 
was more to my surprise, I here found a new species of pine 
growing in sheltered places about the bluff. I noticed [the 
tree] ... in various places generally growing near the 
junction of the coarse ferruginous sand and the white hard 
sandy layers below. Tree rather globular shaped, branches 
pointing upwards, in exposed places prostrate with branches 
near the ground. [It has] the following characteristics: 
Leaves in 5’s, 6 to 10 inches long, palish green, distinctly 
scabrous, serrate upwards on the edges; joining at base to 
form a close cylinder embraced in a permanent sheath. 
Cones orbicular-conic, longitudinal circumference 1 ft. 2 
inches, length 4 ½ inches, horizontal circumference at 
largest girth 1 ft. (small full-grown specimens); scales 
thickened forming irregular blunt 6-sided pyramids ending 
in a lighter colored deltoid acumination with a bluntish 
hooked point. In fresh specimens, the acumination sends 
irregular rays down the sides of the scale; larger scales 1 ¼ 
inch long ...3/4 inch perpendicularly. The cones are sessile 
and recurved downwards on the branch. Matured seeds very 
large, almond shaped, surrounded by an oblique fin-shaped 
wing. Shell hard and boney enclosing a fine lasting kernel. 
Measurement of a medium specimen: girth of trunk near 
base 3 ft. 10 in., height 25 to 30 ft. 

In Botany of the Boundary, Parry wrote, “A new species of 
pine is peculiar to the district now under consideration. It 
occupies an arid tract near the ocean beach, about twelve 
miles north of San Diego, at the entrance to Soledad Valley. 
This species ... I have ventured to designate, in complement 
to a distinguished American botanist, as Pinus torreyana.” 
That is our treasure! 

Parry found the sixth pine, on July 12, 1850, Pinus 
quadrifolia, four-leaf or Parry pinyon pine. Hearing talk 
from colleagues, Parry went in search of a small pine south 
of the boundary line [south of Jacumba]. He wrote, “As the 
sun was setting, some singular round-shaped trees took my 
attention, and riding up to one I found to my great joy it was 
the Pine I was in quest of. It is really an interesting species 
and must be new. The young trees are of a close broad oval 

shape, presenting a mass of foliage, which, reaching the 
ground, completely conceals the stem and branches; older 
trees attain a height of from 25 to 40 feet, and show a short 
trunk which supports a rounded head. The branches are 
closely and evenly intertwined; cones small, growing near 
the extremity of the young branches; leaves generally in 4’s 
inclining upwards. This species has an edible nut, which is 
collected by the Indians as an article of food.”   

Source: James Lightner, “Parry’s California Notebooks 
1849-1851, With Letters to John Torrey” (2014) (available 
at the TPSNR Museum Shop). 

 
 

On The Shelf At The Museum Shop  

The Beauty of a Torrey Pine Lives On, Inspires and 
Heals 
by Suzan Potuznik 

isiting the Museum Shop at the Reserve you will find a 
beautiful new addition, original pine wood-craft.  A 

bowl, a cup, a vase or perhaps a pen or a necklace with new 
designs, each creative and unique, arrive monthly.  The 
wood is not from just any pine.  It is the wood of  a Torrey 
pine from the Reserve, unique in both its rich ring pattern, 
formed by its slower growth in a low rainfall ecosystem, 
and in its colors which may take on various shades 
enriching the shape with red and blue hues.   

 
Wood Craft made from a Torrey pine. Photo by Suzan Potuznik 

 
A Torrey pine tree that succumbed to low rainfall and the 
bark beetle now has a new destination, the San Diego 
Woodturners Chapter of the American Woodturners 
Association (SDWT).  There the wood is dried and prepared 
for a woodturning workshop.   The workshop is as unique 
as North America's rarest pine.  It is a TAV workshop, 
which stands for "Turn Around for Veterans."  This 
program introduces veterans, "Wounded Warriors",  to the 
woodturning art, helping them build new skills in an 
atmosphere of a relaxing, mind focusing  process.  The 
TAV program has high-quality carbide tools to make the 
work a pleasure and also has lathes that accommodate 
physical handicaps.  The challenge (and perhaps the secret 
to woodturning’s therapeutic qualities) comes from 
controlling the shape of the object. John, a TAV veteran of 
two months, says, "When I turn wood I forget to think."  

I 

V 
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And thus the healing process begins.   The mind clears and 
old memories are replaced with new. 
 

 
A wounded vet turning wood from a Torrey pine on a 
lathe. Photo by Herb Knüfken 

 
The TAV program is chaired by Tom Lightner, a U.S. 
Army Major General (Ret.), who prefers to be just called 
Tom in order to put the veterans at ease.   A very skilled 
woodturner himself,  Tom, along with many volunteers 
from the SDWT,  organizes, runs and volunteers at TAV 
workshops in three locations throughout San Diego.  
 

 
A wounded vet and a SDWT volunteer, Jim Doss (a 
veteran himself) starting a new turning project. Photo by 
Herb Knüfken 

Tom made the connection with the TPSNR when he learned 
that some of the Torrey pine trees had to be cut down.  He 
worked with Darren Smith, a State Parks ecologist, to divert 
the wood from the mulch pile and facilitated its path to the 
woodturning lathes of the TAV program.  The final 
connection was with Nancy Woodworth, TPDS 

coordinator of the Museum Shop, which completed the 
circle of the pines’ return to the Reserve in a new form, 
bringing a unique treat to the museum visitors and much 
needed funds for the TAV program and the TPSNR.  Tom 
continues to build the program with donations and funds 
that are generated by the sale of the wood crafts. This 
money helps to keep the program running and growing in 
size and, most importantly, is responsible for many success 
stories. 

  
Pens made from a Torrey pine. 
Photo by Hank Beck - Composition 
Concept by Ann Gaarder 

Torrey pine wood pen being 
turned and on a lathe.  Photo by 
Herb Knüfken 

A sincere thank you to Tom Lightner for inviting us and 
guiding us on our visit to a TAV workshop and for sharing 
his knowledge and insights to TAV and the wood turning 
process.  A thank you to Herb Knüfken for his skillful 
photography of a TAV workshop.   Donations to the TAV 
program are most welcomed and can be made through the 
San Diego Woodturners Inc., Box 230293, Encinitas, CA 
92023, sdwt.org/ 
 
Plant of the Month 
by Margaret Fillius 

ugust is prime time at the beach, so this month’s plant 
is one that you’ll find near the shore rather than up 

along the Reserve trails.  Red Sand-Verbena (Abronia 
maritime) is fairly abundant at Black’s Beach; the less 
daring can see it in the small, fenced patch in the South 
Beach parking lot near the kiosk.  This rare plant (CNPS 
4.2) flowers year-
round, at least to 
some extent.  Its 
flowers are an 
intense red-purple 
color, and its 
seed-heads are 
also attractive.  It 
requires salt 
water, which it 
gets mainly from 
sea spray; its very 
fleshy leaves isolate and store salt.  A member of the 
Nyctaginaceae (Four O'Clock) family, Red Sand-Verbena is 
related to the Beach Sand-Verbena (Abronia umbellate), 
which you can find not at the beach but along Guy Fleming 
and other Reserve trails.   

A 

http://www.sdwt.org/
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Of Bees and Kings 
by Jack Friery 

e’ve all heard about the plight of America’s 
honeybees.  Some see it as a honeybee apocalypse: 

hives are collapsing at an alarming rate, perhaps because of 
pesticide residue, or stress, or mite infestation, or poor 
nutrition due to loss of forage plants, or even to global 
warming.  See tinyurl.com/qxlw2ch.   

Whatever the cause, we need to pay attention to and care for 
these wondrous creatures.   

At Torrey Pines, we are fortunate to have a number of 
native plant species that sustain our bees. Our flat-top 
buckwheat, Eriogonum fasciculatum, provides a welcome 
source of pollen.  In fact, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture recommends planting buckwheat near crops to 
promote plant diversity and to support bees and butterflies.  
See plants.usda.gov/plantguide/pdf/pg_erfa2.pdf.   

Bees have always been important in western culture.  For 
example, the bee was adopted by Napoleon as the symbol of 
his sovereignty.  See 
napoleon.org/en/essential_napoleon/symbols/.  

 
 
And our greatest dramatist, William Shakespeare, discussed 
bees in advising a king how to rule.  
In this passage from Shakespeare’s Henry V, the young king 
is asking his advisors whether he should risk invading 
France to reclaim England’s lost lands there.  The advice is 
a fable on bees that’s also a lesson on kingship: 

… honeybees, 
Creatures that by a rule in nature teach 
The act of order to a peopled kingdom. 
They have a king and officers of sorts, 
Where some like magistrates correct at home, 
Others like merchants venture trade abroad, 
Others like soldiers armèd in their stings 
Make boot upon the summer’s velvet buds, 
Which pillage they with merry march bring home 
To the tent royal of their emperor, 
Who, busied in his majesty, surveys 
The singing masons building roofs of gold, 
The civil citizens kneading up the honey, 
The poor mechanic porters crowding in 
Their heavy burdens at his narrow gate… 

 
As kingly as these creatures are, we must do our part to 
sustain them. 
 
Torrey Pines Book Club 

When: Tuesday, August 18, 2:00 pm 
Where: Kathy Glasebrook’s home, 6548 Cascade St., San 
Diego, 92122 
What: Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher: the Epic Life and 
Immortal Photographs of Edward 
Curtis by Timothy Egan 
Edward Curtis was charismatic, 
handsome, a passionate 
mountaineer, and a famous portrait 
photographer -- the Annie Leibovitz 
of his time. He moved in rarefied 
circles, a friend to presidents, 
vaudeville stars, leading thinkers. 
But when he was thirty-two years 
old, in 1900, he gave it all up to pursue his Great Idea: to 
capture on film the continent’s original inhabitants before 
the old ways disappeared. 
Curtis spent the next three decades documenting the stories 
and rituals of more than eighty North American tribes. It 
took tremendous perseverance — ten years alone to 
persuade the Hopi to allow him to observe their Snake 
Dance ceremony. And the undertaking changed him 
profoundly, from detached observer to outraged advocate. 
Curtis would amass more than 40,000 photographs and 
10,000 audio recordings, and he is credited with making the 
first narrative documentary film. In the process, the 
charming rogue with the grade school education created the 
most definitive archive of the American Indian. 
“A darn good yarn. Egan is a muscular storyteller and his 
book is a rollicking page-turner with a colorfully drawn 
hero.” — San Francisco Chronicle 

W 

http://tinyurl.com/qxlw2ch
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http://www.napoleon.org/en/essential_napoleon/symbols/
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Did you know? 

The Argiope’s Web  
by Tom Polakiewicz 
Photo by Roger Isaacson 

hroughout the summer around the Reserve we see 
beautiful female Argiope spiders poised in the middle 

of their orb webs, built between pads of prickly pear cactus 
(Opuntia littoralis), waiting for their next meal to come by.  
The shape and arrangement of the webs are no accident.  
Our local Argiopes (Argiope argentata) produce five kinds 
of silk with distinctive mechanical properties of strength, 
stretchiness, hardness, bendability and stickiness to 
construct their webs in the characteristic design. 
The two strongest and hardest are the “ampullate” silks.  
They are used to construct the dry outer rim and spokes of 
the web. These silks aren’t sticky, so a spider can move 
around on them without getting stuck to her own web.  
“Capture” silk makes up the spirals of the web.  It snares the 
prey and holds it to the web.  It is stretchy, so it can absorb 
the impact of flying insects hitting the web.  Its stickiness 
holds the prey fast until the spider can get to it. 
“Aciniform” silk is used to swath the struggling prey while 
the spider makes a meal of it.  This silk is remarkably 
strong, even compared to other spider silks, which are 
among the toughest fibers known. 

Egg-sac fibers are stiff and strong, and help protect the 
spider eggs before they hatch. 
We often see zig-zag patterns in the web.  They are made 
from the ampullate silks and are called—“stabilimenta”—
implying that they stabilize the web, but no one knows 
exactly what they are for.  The most intriguing theory might 
be that they are a way of excreting excess silk:  successful 
spiders have continuously active silk producing glands. 

 
The tiny male Argiopes build much smaller and less 
attractive webs near their female counterparts.  The males 
are usually killed and eaten by the females shortly after 
mating, leaving no time to enjoy the beauty of their mate’s 
silken home.  
  

 

Torrey Pines Docent Society Bird Survey: July 4, 2015 
 
 

Number of species: 59 
Gadwall 3 
Mallard 11 
California Quail 4 
Pacific Loon 1 
Brandt's Cormorant 2 
Double-crested Cormorant 1 
Brown Pelican 21 
Great Blue Heron 3 
Great Egret 14 
Snowy Egret 16 
Green Heron 1 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 2 
Osprey 2 
White-tailed Kite 4 
Cooper's Hawk 1 
Virginia Rail 1 
Heermann's Gull 25 

Western Gull 9 
California Gull 1 
Royal Tern 4 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 
Mourning Dove 24 
White-throated Swift 3 
Anna's Hummingbird 7 
Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird 1 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 3 
Northern Flicker 1 
American Kestrel 4 
Peregrine Falcon 1 
Pacific-slope Flycatcher 1 
Black Phoebe 1 
Cassin's Kingbird 1 
Western Scrub-Jay 6 
American Crow 13 
Common Raven 10 

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow 12 
Cliff Swallow 3 
Bushtit 4 
House Wren 3 
Marsh Wren 3 
Bewick's Wren 3 
California Gnatcatcher 10  
One pair of gnatcatchers was 
feeding a fledgling Brown-
headed Cowbird. 
Wrentit 16 
California Thrasher 2 
Northern Mockingbird 4 
European Starling 1 
Common Yellowthroat 13 
Yellow-breasted Chat 4 
Spotted Towhee 18 
California Towhee 23 

Savannah Sparrow 2 
Song Sparrow 5 
Black-headed Grosbeak 3 
Blue Grosbeak 1 
Red-winged Blackbird 19 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 
Hooded Oriole 2 
House Finch 28 
Lesser Goldfinch 8 
 
Observers:  Herb Knüfken, 
Frank Wong, Jack Friery, 
Kathy Dickey, Janet Speer, 
Blair Francis, Gary 
Grantham, Bob Glaser, and 
Anonymous 

 
Herb Knüfken’s amazing photo gallery, including many birds, may be found here: pbase.com/herb1rm 

T 

http://www.pbase.com/herb1rm
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