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The speaker at the June meeting of the Docent Society will be Bob Dillon, 
coordinator of the Speakers' Bureau in the Education Department of the Zoological 
Society of San Diego. He will cover the conservation and preservation of animal 
life on this planet, a topic important to all docents. He will also describe the 
Zoo of the future •... Bob has had a wide range of experience in the San Diego Zoo, 
including work as an educator and presenter of animals at school assemblies. He 
is a member of the American Association of Zoo Keepers, the Animal Behavior Society, 
and Toastmasters •... The lecture will follow the regular business meeting and refresh
ments. 

WE'RE NO. 1! by Elizabeth Nicoloff 

CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN REGION 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
prese~.ted -t.o 

TORREY PINES DOCENT SOCIETY 
Volunteer Association of the Year 

to the State Park System ~ 

1991 
-. 

A handsome pla~ue bearing the ~bove message was presented to docents at their 
May meeting by Ken Jones, director or the Southernt_ Region of the California Park 
System. After presenting the award, which -was accepted for the Society by President 
Diana Snodgrass and Vice President Joan Nimick, Jo·nes s.poke about the outstanding 
service that had prompted the choice of TPDS. He said that our group is well known 
statewide in the Park System and even in the gov~rnor's offi~e for our positive 
attitude, our spirit of mutual cooperation, our support of resource management 
projects such as work to eradicate invasive exotic plants, and our public relations 
efforts to promote knowledge of the Reserve and unde·rstandirig- 0f its value. - Need-
less to say, delighted applause acknowledged our appreciation' of his :-rem'ar.ks. ',. · -> 

[The plaque hangs in the Lodge near the entrance for all to see.'] · 
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Docent Doings 

FOUR FEATHERED FRIENDS ADDED TO EXHIBIT 

Four new members have recently been added 
to the exhibits in the Lodge museum: a 
Brandt's cormorant, listed as a common and 
permanent resident of our ocean in the Reserve 
Checklist; a Western grebe, a common winter 
resident of ocean and marsh; a red phalarope 
in summer plumage, a transient in ocean and 
marsh areas; and a hermit thrush, an uncommon 
winter visitor in the woodland area. Like 
our other exhibits, the birds were prepared 
by Hughie Lyons and Mike O'Haver, whose 
expertise in mounting wildlife was recently 
the subject of an article in The San Diego 
Union-Tribune . Lyons pointed out there that 

"Nobody stuffs anything any more. Everything's mounted on a form." They use custom 
foam models as bases. The partners learned taxidermy in childhood and united in 
business in 1956, earning a well-deserved reputation as skilled craftsmen. 

NEW DOCENT ROSTERS 

Docent Glenn Dunham, who contributes his skills on the computer to make up the 
rosters and mailing lists for TPDS, distributed an updated docent roster at the May 
meeting. Extra copies are available in the Lodge for those not at the meeting. 

DOCENTS TAKE FIELD TRIP TO CHULA VISTA INTERPRETIVE CENTER by Elizabeth Nicoloff 

For its May meeting, the Docent Society journeyed to the Chula Vista Interpretive 
Center, which is a project of the city of Chula Vista. Upon arrival, they were 
greeted by Docent Barbara Moore, who is also coordinator of volunteer programs of 
the Center. They then joined friends of the Center in the auditorium to hear a 
talk on nature interpretation for children given by good friend Ranger Greg Hackett. 
Before discussing a number of specific techniques, Greg emphasized that a basic 
mission of our contact with the public must be to engender awareness of vanishing 
habitat of wildlife, especially our wetlands. Some figures are compelling: 80% 
of Californians live near the coast. The impact of such development is like a 
geological force--75% of California wetlands have been destroyed; 90% of San Diego 
Bay has been filled, drained, or diked. Greg noted that, without being didactic, 
our aim must be to inspire young minds to think and grow and respond to the 
meaning of their surroundings. 

After lunch, docents accompanied Barbara on a walk across the Sweet
water National Wildlife Refuge, which borders on the Center, to 
Gunpowder Point. The land is badly degraded from years of agricul
tural use and dumping. The Center plans to reclaim it with native 
planting and to lay out nature trails with several bird-viewing 
shelters. Among the birds we saw on this walk were a number of the en
dangered least terns and a rare reddish egret. 

DOCENT APPRECIATION PARTY 

The third annual "Docent Appreciation Party," planned and prepared by the 
ranger staff, is scheduled for June 3 this year at 6:00 P.M. Special invitations ~ 
were sent out in May, and details of the party will be reported in the summer issue 
of the Torreyana. In preparation for this event, the Docent Society agreed to 
cover the cost for a commercial outfit to do a thorough cleaning of the Lodge. 



News and Notes 

NOTES FROM THE NATURALIST AVAILABLE AGAIN 

Five hundred copies of Notes from ~he Naturalist by Hank Nicol, former 
naturalist at · the Reserve, are expected to be available by the June meeting 
of the Docent Society. The book, which was originally published in 1981, has 
been entirely updated for this printing, largely through the efforts of Judy 
Schulman, with an assist from Diana Snodgrass and Marion Dixon. Several 
illustrations by Park Aide Sue Pelley have been added. 
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The book is a series of nature essays, in the same vein as Hank's second 
book, Beyond the Trees (published by the Docent Society in 1985). Subjects 
covered include history, birds, plants, geology, animals, and oceanography, 
all written with the author's inimitable humor and polish. While they seem 
effortless, the essays evidence careful research and are a testimony to Hank's 
love for the park. No docent should be without a copy--it makes learning 
about the Reserve fun. 

"GREEN BOOKS" GIVEN TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

Forty copies of the third edition of the official "green book," Torrey 
Pines State Reserve, will be provided to the San Diego county and city public 
libraries at no cost by the Torrey Pines Association, which published this 
edition in June 1991. The libraries requested the booklets to replace the 
well-used and worn copies of the 1972 edition. The gift was approved at the 
May meeting of the Association. 

LODGE DUTY OPEN TO RECENT TRAINEES 

Vice President of Training Joan Nimick reminds docent trainees who have 
completed the first ten required items of training (see Training Manual, p. 
I-8) that they are eligible to do Lodge duty. Since many full docents go 
away on vacations during summer months, there is a need for new members to 
step in and fill the gaps. Please check the duty calendar and sign up for 
open Lodge hours. 

RANGER-LED OFF-TRAIL WALK 

Ranger Allyn Kaye has offered to take a small group of docents on an 
off-trail walk in the Reserve Thursday afternoon, June 18, beginning from 
the Lodge at 1:30 p.m. She advises participants to be prepared for rough 
terrain and scratchy underbrush. Please call the rangers' office if you 
wish to go--the group is limited to six. 

IN ffiEJOOR!Affi 

Donald Horger, husband of long-time docent Millicent Horger, died at home 
in Del Mar Friday, May 22, after a long illness. He was a Naval Veteran of 
World War II, and private services were held at Fort Rosecrans National Ceme
tery. Sympathy is extended to Millicent by her many friends among docents 
and staff. 
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MUNCHIES IN THE LIBRARY (Library Subject List #14) by Marc Gittelsohn 

(The "no-eating-in-the-Library" rule may stiU stand taU; but we have listed 
below a number of books on edible plants and ethnobotany in the docent library.) 

Balls, Edward K., Early uses of California plants (Univ. of California Press, 
California Natural History Guide no. 10, 1972). 

Clarke, Charlotte B., Edible and useful plants of California (Univ. of California 
Press, California Natural History Guide no. 41, 1977). 

Coles, D. Shane, The ethnobotany of Torrey Pines State Reserve (California 
State Dept. of Parks and Recreation, 1983). 

Cuero, Delfina, Her autobiography, an account of her last years and her ethno
botanic contributions, by F. Shipek (Ballena Press, 1991). 

Farmer, Justin F., Indian basketry material preparation; preparation of weaver 
strands for use in an Indian basket (Eagle Enterprises, 1991). A 1991 
gift from Judy Schulman. 

Gibbons, Euell, Stalking the wild asparagus. Field Guide ed. (McKay, 1971). 

Harrington, H. D., Western edible wild plants (University of New Mexico Press, 
1977). 

Hedges, Ken, Santa Ysabel ethnobotany (San Diego Museum of Man, 1986). 

Kirk, Donald R., Wild edi ble plants of the Western United 
States (Naturegraph, 1975). 

Lee, Melicent Humason, Indians of the Oaks, rev. ed. (San 
Diego Museum of Man, 1989). Fiction for the young about 
Native Americans of this area, but it contains authentic 
data on their uses of plants. 

Sweet, Muriel, Common edible and useful plants of the West 
(Naturegraph, 1976). 

HEitMAN By Unger 

"Since when does a migratory bird 
need a passport?" 

i 
~ 

I 
I • 

In the Kist 

Now and then, it almost seems, 
a thing that has not been before, 
a fantasy occurs. A shore 
becomes significant with gloom, 
a spire remembers Camelot, 
a tree has meaning past its bloom, 
a truth is felt without a thought. 

So, on this morning, when the mist 
drops trees and shrubs into a sea, 
and yellow sun does not insist 
with fog about what it must be 
but slips into a slot and waits 
for origins yet to begin--
this eerie, dim world postulates 
(it seems) past centuries coming ~n. 

Belen Harrington 



Editor's Comer 
Is it true that the mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) is no longer a common 

resident of the main area of the Reserve? In my almost seven years as a docent, 
I cannot recall ever seeing--or hearing--a mockingbird in this section ~~~~ 
of the Reserve, though I have seen them in the Extension. My experi
ence is confirmed by others, though most admit they haven't been 
paying particular attention to whether or not this noisy and common 
local species has been appearing lately. If not, why not? Cer
tainly it can't be the presence of the aggressive scrub jays 
or ravens. All three are common inhabitants of many nearby 
residential areas ••.. So this - is an alert to all docents 
and staff: please report any sightings of mockingbirds, along with the time 
and the place. You can put this information in the red book kept at the Lodge 
desk for recording miscellaneous observations and questions. We need to know 
if a change has taken place in our bird population. 

ANOTHER BIRD NOTE 

Unfortunately, the female finch has abandoned its nest containing five eggs 
that was so cosily situated between the outer and inner parts of the window 
in the Lodge restroom. Too much traffic? However, the nest will provide an 
interesting exhibit for our mus~um--providing our rodent visitors don't sample 
the eggs, as they did those in the bushtit nest on display. 

We talk of our mastery of nature, ~hich sounds very grand, but the fact 
is ~e respectfully adapt ourselves, first, to her ~ays. 

The Torreyana is issued monthly 
except for August by the Torrey 
Pines Association and the Torrey 
Pines Docent Society. 

Deadline for contributions is the 
24th of each month. Please send 
to the editor: 

Marion Dixon 

Add: 

--Clarence Day 

ROSTER CHANGES 

Donald Grine (trainee) 
15009 Paso del Sol 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
481-8783 

Delete: 
Claudia Glaser (trainee) 
Michael McGuerty (trainee) 

New address: 
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2355 Avenida de la Playa 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

Barbara Greene (supporting member) 
1471 N. Vulcan Ave. #6 

Staff: Glenn Dunham, Elizabeth 
Nicoloff 

* * * 
Address changes go to: 

for TPA--Torrey Pines Association 
P.O. Box 345 
La Jolla, CA 92038 

for TPDS--Mary Lou Wasden 
Membership Chair 
13067 Cto. del Rocio 

Leucadia, CA 92024 
634-0152 
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SUNDAY 

7 
L-Griebe 
W-Estey 

---
L-!Amham 
W--Stiegler 

14 
L-Heller 
W-Cassell 

-- -
L-Griebe 
W--Stone 

21 
L-Ferguson 
~rley 

---
L-Brickelmaier 
W--!Amham 

28 
L-Heller 
W-Estey 

- --
L- c::::::; 
W--~,"~ I\. 

MONDAY 

1 
L-James 

---
L-Marine 

8 
L-Sn::x:lgrass 

James 
---

L-c::> 

15 
L-James 

---
l.rO:>oper 

22 
L-James 

---
L-~ 

29 
L-James 

---
L-Huber 

Torrey Pines Docent Society 
c/o Torrey Pines State Reserve 
2680 Carlsbad Boulevard 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 

JUNE DUTY CALENDAR 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 3 4 5 6 
L-Martin L-Szela L-eas sell L-Gittelsohn l.rO:>oper 

W-Taylor 
--- - - -

L-~ L- c=;> 
PAR1Y 6:00 W-Taylor 

9 10 11 12 13 
L-Talberts L-Amarn1 L-Szela L-Buechler L-Brickelmaier 

W-Stone 
--- - - -

L-.lli)C.C>t~ L-Bransford 
Robertson (I) 

..M><<<>' 

16 17 18 19 20 MEETII'C 
L-Buechler L-Szela L-Watson L-Gittelsohn L-Liu 

~-Moran 

--- - - -
L- c::;:::> L-~ 

~ssey 

23 24 25 26 27 
L-Talberts L-Szela 

30 
L-Marine 

Hours: 

FOR 

L-Watson L-Ferguson L-Bransford 
W-Marley 

--- - - -
L-Green L-Green 

W--Stiegler 

lndgc--Fri/Sat/Sun/Mon 
10-1 1-4 

1\Jes/Wed/'lhurs 
11-2 

Walks--Sat /Sun 
11-2 l>Jty Chn. Joy Cooper 259-1299 
1-4 
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