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Docents to Hear Presentation on our Coast 

The meeting on September 17 at 9:00 will feature Dave Skelly, speaking on "The Local Coastal 
Environment." Dave, a Civil Engineer who specializes in coastal engineering, worked for 17 years 
at Scripps Institution of Oceanography and now has his own company, consulting in areas such as 
beach restoration. He speaks frequently on behalf of the Surf rider Foundation, which is active in 
protecting the coastal environment. His talk will cover our shoreline oceanography and ecology, 
man's impact on it, and mitigation of that impact. 

Docents Enjoy Society's Annual Picnic 

Docent society members had their annual August alfresco assembly at the South Beach, on one of 
those beautiful summer days. The potluck fare was varied and tasty, the sun was out, the surf was 
up and the water was warm. All in all a great party! 
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Ranger Bob takes the first bite. 

Surfing stories??? 

Dipping our toes in that 70 ° surf 

----- ------ ---- ----
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Straw hat st_vles. 

A distinguished collection of picnic guests. 

------ -- -~·----
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Exo!ic plant :emoval projects continue. Than~s for all the hard work, symbolized here by one 
day s collection of bagged Carpobrotus. Next spring and fall, native flowering plants will be able 
to show their stuff!! 

A_ ~OBCAT, l ~nx ~ was seen recently on the Guy Fleming Trail. Evelyn Fu lyes, a park 
v1s1tor, took th1s photograph with a 200 mm lens. 

Los Peiiasquitos Lagoon channel bridge with its 72 piers. An open channel would permit freer 
flowing of the ebb and flood tides out of and into the lagoon. 

Artist's rendition of an arch spanning the channel. In addition to enhancing channel flow, it 
would permit unobstructed work during periodic berm reduction and channel opening. 
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Out of the Mouths of Babes . . . 

Our Education group has done a superb job in bringing Torrey Pines State Reserve to students-
the next generation of voters, park visitors, and-yes, docents. Anyone lucky enough to be~ 
involved in or to observe the program has seen what a success it is. But maybe the kids ~' 
themselves say it best: ~ 

I loved the fun way you taught us, like the hiking ... . (Kermin) ti ~ 
The museum was cool; I touched about all the things I was able to touch. (Adelita) "'¥ 
. . . when I grow up I want to be all kinds of docents. (Christine) 
Yo no voy a olvidar ese momento tan bonito .... (Esther) 

I think the bug that had the red dye in it was generous to give his or her life up for us 
to learn. (Carrie) 

I learned that in one period in time Torrey Pines was underwater. (Danny) 

Thank you so much for helping us learn something about nature, it was my first trip to mountains 
in the USA and I really enjoyed it. (Mao Hoetzlein) {arrived two months ago from Japan} 

The spittle bug was the wierdest because it lived in spit. (Kevin) 

I was very fascinated to find out about the magnesium in the sand, because I never pay attention to 
the sand. (Elizabeth) 

The pictures you gave us were fabulous--all the plants on the pictures had weird names. (Sahara) 

My favorite animal was the squirrel. It was so cute .. . twitched his ears to hear every sound. 
(I want to become a veterinarian ... I love animals. I have 1 snake, 2 hamsters, 
1 lovebird, 9 fish and 1 cat.) (Maddy) 

When I smelled the air, it smelled like the forest. (Michelle) 
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I liked the witch hair. That was cool. You guys must like working there. (Jenny) 
The unfortunate thing was leaving. (David) 

My docents were Lilla and Ted. They taught me a lot and were very nice and helpful. I hope 
when I come back with my family you will be there. (Chelsea) 

{MANY kudos for Don and Barbara, Susan and Joyce and all the docents} 

Joan, you told us exactly what and what not to touch; you were patient with everything, and I 
loved your Australian accent! (Jason) 

I especially liked the smell of the sagebrush .... (Marie) 

Gracias por haber ensefiado las plantas y algunos animalitos ... me gustarfa volver 
otra vez alli. (Ruth) 

The skunk weed really stunk .... (Michelle) 

I was fascinated about how much you and your friend Joyce knew about Indians and plants .... 
I appreciated touching and smelling different plants; I will be more careful not to destroy 
any plant or animal life. (Jolene) 

Thank you for helping me get over my fear of heights .... (Your friend, Zac) 

The best part was the Razor Point trail because it was scary .... thank you for being our docent 
and letting us come. (Alex) 

My favorite was the elfin forest, where we had to be quiet and tiptoe. (Amy) 

Just little excerpts from only a few of the many wonderfully written and illustrated letters that we 
get over the year. Take a look at them if you get a chance, relish the innocentdelight, and think 
about being one of the lucky ones to share this job and joy over the next year! ! ! 

• Thank You • We are Grateful • 

_Coot __ _ 
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Know Any Good Speakers??? 

Docent meetings have a great history of notable program presentations. Remember the 
Hummingbird Lady? The snakes? The renaissance man, Ron Lyons (bugs, stars, birds)? The 
Small Brown Bats? The medicine woman? John Brown, the invertebrate kind of a guy? Our own 
Barbara Moore? 

Walt Desmond has recently taken on responsibility for arranging programs for the monthly 
meetings. His goal is to continue the tradition of our hearing the most relevant, informative and 
interesting topics and speakers, and is he asking all members' help to achieve this. 

Please pass on your suggestions of: 
• Speakers you yourself have heard and recommend; 
• Recommendations from others; or 
• Those whom you have read about, or otherwise know of. 

Of course, you may also request: 
• Topics, particularly important ones not recently addressed. 

With only ten opportunities a year, we want to ensure the best programs possible. Docents will be 
a welcome help to our newest VP of Programs in making this happen. 

Call Walt at 223-3265 with any recommendations; he will follow up and make any queries or 
arrangements necessary. 

Bay Point Formation: A Term Still Being Defined 
By Don Grine 

The youngest rock in the Reserve, the "Bay Point Formation," has been carved into spectacular 
badlands in our Big Basin area. The bottom part of this formation was deposited about 
l 00,000 years ago under the ocean, as shown with layers of shells in the soft rock. However, no 
shells are seen in the top half. In other locations, fossils of land animals have been found in the 
"Bay Point." 

Tom Demere, of the San Diego Natural History Museum, showed that rocks from various "Bay 
Point Formation" locations scattered around San Diego contain fossils ranging in age from 85,000 
to 600,000 years. Because of this very long age span, the correlation between various locations is 
uncertain at this time. For this reason, the term "Bay Point Formation" will probably be technically 
restricted to its type location at Crown Point on Mission Bay. 

For now we can put quotes around "Bay Point Formation," and tell visitors that it's about 100,000 
years old. I'll talk to a few people and do a literature search to see what is known about the age of 
the formation in Torrey Pines Reserve. 

7 
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Feedback and Suggestions on the Proposed Construction of Two New 
Bridges for Torrey Pines State Reserve 
By Wes M. Farmer, Editor 

Los Pefiasquitos Lagoon and the ocean are connected by a channel spanned by an old bridge with 
72 pilings driven deep into the channel. These pilings disrupt the natural flow of water during the 
ebb and flood tides and during and after storms. They also impede bulldozers working on berm 
reduction and channel reopening at certain times of the year. 

The blueprints for the proposed bridges show pilings within the channel, as before. Now is the 
time to urge the planners and Coastal Commissioners to consider arches to support the roadbed. A 
bridge high enough to accomodate an arch under which bulldozers could pass for channel repair 
would also give freer passageway to beachgoers. 

The aesthetic value to Torrey Pines State Reserve in these times of tidelands preservation and 
renewal will be greatly enhanced by two arches with only two points of contact with the ground, 
at either end of the arch. The roadbed might require further modfication; however, in the end 
Torrey Pines State Reserve will have had a say in the matter. A letter or notecard may help tum the 
tide from pilings or pillars in the channel to a scenic arch over the lagoon entrance that we could all 
be proud of. 

The following photographs show the present bridge and how an arch would look. (Photos taken 
and retouched b Wes Farmer.) 
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BROKEN HILL as it appeared early in April. La Jolla can be seen in the background on this 
picture-perfect spring day. (WMF) 
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W Stiegler 
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Elaine Sacks 

551-0708 

Please be sure to arrange 
for a substitute if you 
cannot do your duty. 
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