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Although she is a long-time Del Mar resident who has contributed much to the enlargement and 
protection of Torrey Pines State Reserve, Lynn Bennis unknown to most docents. So to introduce her to 
the members , this special advocate for the Reserve will be our guest speaker at the September meeting. 
While she will summarize past successes of local environmental groups, her main focus will be on a) 
current land use and land policy issues of concern to TPSR and b) what people can do to influence current 
policies. Lynn retired earlier this year after eight years on the San Diego Planning Commission and has 
extensive experience in environmental issues, which she will share with members. 

DOCENT APPRECIATION PARTY 

The Reserve rangers and park aides will host their sixth annual ''Docent Appreciation Party" on 
Tuesday, September 12, at 6 P.M. in the Lodge. The Reserve staff handles the preparations, and all the 
docents have to bring are large appetites, for which they have a well deserved reputation. The food theme 
this~~ar will be Greek specialties, possibly accompanied by various entertainments - .you'll have to come 
to find out! Please l~tthe staff know by Saturday, September·9; 1f yqu plmt to at!'dll~ :l'l!ld}t.Ow rn.aDJ' 
family ~sts you wilt~~.. . . 
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Know Your Counselors - John Ralston Fleming 
by Elizabeth Nicoloff 

With this profile of John Fleming, we are initiating a ''Know Your Counselors" series for 
TP A members who know and love their organization but may not know the members of the 
Board of Counselors who guide it. John Fleming is serving his second year as president. 

The Fleniing name has been attached to the Torrey Pines Association from the beginning- it 
was Guy Fleming who, with Ellen Browning Scripps, saw the need for a protective 
organization. He was instrumental in the founding of the Association in 1950 and served as its 
first president. He had been involved in the park since 1921, when Miss Scripps engaged him 
to make an environmental report. He camped all that summer with son John and daughter 
Margaret on the site where he later- in 1927- built the Fleming residence. John remembers 
those days well. He and his sister ran free every day exploring the park and in the following 
year playing around the building site of the Lodge, whose construction their father was 
supervising. Children though they were, they often served as unofficial guides to passers-by 
who stopped to ask what was going on. 

After graduating from La Jolla High School John stayed at Torrey Pines for two years 
working with the landscaping crew that put in the planting and irrigation along North Torrey 
Pines Road as it was being built. He then began a long career- some 45 years- as a ranger, 
supervising ranger, and area manager with the U.S. Forest Service and later in the State Park 
Service. He aiso took tiin~ to study botany and landscaping at UCLA and to ·do rnilitaxy 
service in World War II. A listing of his Forest Service and State Parks posts reveals an 
enviable experience of living in many of California's most alluring areas- Cleveland National 
Forest, Palomar Mountain and Anza-Borrego, San Clemente Beach, San Jacinto, Santa Cruz 
Redwoods, Morro Bay (where he set up their Museum ofNatural History), Hearst Castle, the 
Ventura area, and Los Padres National Forest near Monterey. Which post did he most enjoy? 
Easily Palomar and Anza-Borrego, he says. It was a dual post- he lived at Palomar during the 
fire and hunting seasons and spent winter and spring in Borrego. 

Since the death ofhis wife and the departure ofhis three daughters to various locations 
pursuing their separate careers, John has lived alone in Alpine. Although retired, he keeps a 
busy schedule. He is engaged at present in writing a book on the story of the Torrey pine. He 
is also interested in San Diego County history and has helped with the writing of historical 
books by the Descanso Historical Society. He also serves as president of the Alpine Historical 

:·, ·~ Society. ..;. -~~ 
. ·:1 

. Jolm has some very positive ideas about projects the TPA should involve itself in. He lists 
as number 1 the reforesting of Parry Grove. He thinks the Association could supply · . 

• .. i , ... 

supplemental funds to the State allotment in order to push this work along faster. Second'orr · 
his list is a complete overhaul of the trail system in the Reserve, making provision for 

. ; .,;A'5!ire~ent of over-used trails to give them time for recovery. He warns that anoth.er _period of , 
· r" rr~pugh~!~ very possible, which, unless we are prepared to take measures to de~1~!Jil 'if',~'t1~·~ l ~J i~ · 

bring about the total extinction of the Torrey Pine. '_ i\l 'J · ~} !)~~· \ .!b tt '@t;;rtf;(~· 
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Docent Doings 

Docent of the Month- Jan Taylor received the award for July in recognition ofher long-time 
contributions to the Society, including TPDS publicity and her special commitment to the ReseiVe 
Extension, where she frequently leads walks for the public and also each year introduces the new members 
to the area. By coincidence the Extension figured into her joining the Society nine years ago. She stopped 
by the Lodge to inquire how to reach the Extension, and the Lodge docent not only gave her directions but 
also told her about docent activities and suggested she consider joining the group. (Thanks, Marc 
Gittelsohn, for recruiting such an outstanding member.) Although Jan says her natural history interests are 
general, she does admit to a partiality for plants, which this San Diego native may have inherited from a 
grandfather who was a gardener for many years at Balboa Park. Congratulations, Jan! 

New Plant List- The newly revised and updated TPSR plant list is now available in the Lodge for $1.25. 
Credit for this goes to Marty Jacobson, who began the project about two and a half years ago and spent 
many hours and days on it. In recognition of her work on the list, Marty received the July 94 Docent of 
the Month award. Marty thanks all the docents who helped with cross-checking of names and references 
and proofreading, docents Eva Armi and Joan Nimick along with Park Aide Charlie Kerns for field checks 
of species, and Jim Cassell for the cover artwork. The Society is very fortunate to have members such as 
Marty, who have the professional background (botany in her case) and the commitment to undertake such 
projects, which benefit the ReseiVe, the Society, and the public visitors. Thanks, Marty, for an 
outstanding accomplishment. 

Extension Walk- Jan Taylor has scheduled a public walk in the Extension at 9 A.M. on Saturday, 
September 9, starting at the south entrance (the north end ofDel Mar Scenic Parkway). New members: 
this is an excellent opportunity to participate in a docent walk and become more familiar with this relatively 
unused part of TPSR 

Award for a Docent- Walt Desmond recently received a Community Service Award from the San Diego 
Science Alliance, a group of 150 organizations (including TPDS) committed to assisting science education 
in grades K to 12. Walt helped organize this group and is currently on its steering committee. 
Congratulations, Walt. 

Exotic Plants Removal - a) Eva Armi has scheduled an exotic plant removal session for the Exten.:.ion on 
Sunday, September 17, at 9 A.M. This time is tentative, so ifyou miss the September meeting (wL.en she 
will discuss the work), please call her to confirm the time. Meet at the north end of Del Mar Scenic 
Parkway. b) Kathy Estey's loyal group will meet at 5:30P.M. on Wednesday, September 20, in the south 
parking lot; the day's target ,area will be selected at that time. · <:. • 

'• . .. • • . .I ~ 
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The Picnic of the Year by Del Roberts 

The sun shone on the annual Torrey pines docent beach picnic on Saturday, August 19, 
while the dolphins frolicked in the sea. A variety of gourmet delights including salads, 
chicken dishes, fruit, bagels, and scrumptious desserts filled three tables. None of the 42 
docents went away hungry. Perennial favorites were Millie Horger's baked beans, Jim 
Cassell's Mexican rice, and Judy Schulman's muffins in her pine needle basket. The 
irresistible desserts included Ann Gaarder's black velvet "world's best chocolate cake" 
and Georgette Camporini' s lemon cake with peaches and walnuts. 

Walt Desmond organized the pot luck and brought a cooler filled with sodas, including 
the latest competition to Evian water, Seaborn, a filtered, desalinated seawater pumped 
from the depths of the ocean 25 miles offshore. Trust a docent to find the latest fad. He 
also provided the shade canopies, and dermatologist Barbara Anderson supplied fellow 
docents with sunscreen sampJes. 

The ranger staff found time to drop by, including Greg Hackett, who was still on 
vacation. But Bob Wohl and Allyn Kaye just managed to taste the goodies when they 
were called away to investigate a reported cliff slide. Fortunately no one was hurt, and the 
day ended happily for all. 

Docents enjoying the food and the sea view. 

(Photo courtesy of Del Roberts) 
. \ -1 
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Exploring Our Offshore Marine World 

Members attending the July meeting were 
treated to a tour of the underwater world 

off La Jolla through the slides and commentary of 
guest speaker Burt Kobayashi, long-time scuba 
diver and marine biologist at Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography. He has spent many years 
exploring and studying the local marine plant and 
animal life and provided members with a near-real 
exploration of our underwater area. 

Our Submarine Canyons - Just offshore 
between La Jolla and TPSR are two submarine 
canyons that offer the local diver a rich diversity 
of marine life: La Jolla Canyon starts a short 
distance west of the beach at the end of Avenida 
de la Playa, and Scripps Canyon begins about 
150 yards offBlack's Beach at a depth of80 feet. 
The latter is characterized by steep walls, while 
La Jolla Canyon has more gradual walls and 
contains several ecosystems in its rocky and 
sandy areas. This canyon also contains the Rose 
Canyon Fault, which passes underneath Ardath 
Road, bends northwest near La Jolla Shores 
Drive, turns west along Avenida de la Playa into 
the Canyon, and then heads northwest along the 
coast past TPSR towards faults offNewport 
Beach and Los Angeles. 

Plant Life - TJ)ere are only a few marine plants, 
less than 50 species worldwide, that resemble 
land plants in having roots, flowers, and seeds. 
These are the grasses, which grow close to shore. 
One common grass that is along our shore is surf 
grass, which can grow to lengths of 6 feet. 

Practically all the rest of the visible marine 
plants are algae, commonly called seaweed, 
which are grouped by color into the red, blue
green, green, and brown algae. The speaker 
described the giant bladder kelp (a brown algae) 
as the most spectacular, forming huge clumps 30 
- 40 feet deep at the centers and 60-70 feet deep 
at the edges. The plant structures are held up in 
the water by bladders that contain gases such as 
carbon monoxide that are the bypro ducts of plant 
metabolism This is said to be the fastest 
growing plant in the world, a growth of 1. 7 feet 
in 24 hours having been reported. 

Animal Life - Although microscopic marine 
animals, the zooplankton, are a vital part of the 
marine foodchain, divers concentrate on the 
larger animals that are readily visible and 
observable. From the diver's perspective, it is 
convenient to group these marine animals into 
such categories as stinging, soft bodied, spiny
skinned, and fish. 
a) The Stingers - The biologically simplest 
member of the stinging group is the jellyfish, 
which local swimmers know to avoid. The worst 
one from a swimmer-diver view is the purple
striped jellyfish, which is occasionally near shore 
and has tentacles up to 15 feet long. The 
speaker suggested application ofvinegar as an 
effective treatment (it kills the remaining unfired 
stinging cells). The anemones are the most 
complex of the stinging animals; most have too 
small stinging cells to be a problem for people. 
The anemones display a wide variety of 
characteristics and colors and provide continuing 
interest even to divers with many years of 
experience. 
b) Fish- Even some ofthe most common fish 
exhibit characteristics that are unusual at the 
least. The halibut rests on the bottom. The eye 
on the bottom side is of no value there, so it 
migrates to the water side, giving that side two 
eyes. All the California sheephead start life as 
females, and after three to four years just enough 
tum into males to provide survival of the species. 
And for newcomers to the area, the speaker 
assured the group that grunion really do exist. 
This time of year they come to shore with the 
highest tide of the month, spawn, and then bury 
the eggs, which will hatch in about two weeks. 
They use beaches in the Gulf of Mexico and 
along Southern California, but the particular 
beaches chosen are known only to the grunion. 
c) Birds- For the birders in the group, the 
speaker had a sighting that probably none had 
ever seen: cormorants swimming down to depths 
oflOO feet! 
Lodge Display - Before leaving, the speaker 
identified the marine life in the clear plastic 
display opposite the docent desk: the flat fish on 
the bottom is a diving turbot, the swimmer is a 
surf perch, and a purple sea urchin is on th~ side. 
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6 
Reserve Research Notes 

The Bark Beetle - Detailed information on the recent bark beetle infestation at the Reserve and the 
pheromone treatment used to suppress the beetle is now available in the U.S. Forest Service Report INT
GTR-318 titled, ''Protection of a Rare Stand of Torrey Pine from Ips paraconfusus." Co-authors are 
Forest Service entomologist Patrick Shea and our own Park Aide, Mike Neustein. The material was 
originally presented at the 1993 annual meeting of the Entomological Society of America and released 
earlier this year as a Forest Service Report. A copy Is in the docent library in a notebook titled "Torrey 
Pines Research Articles" in the Torrey Pines section. The report provides much more information on the 
beetle and the pheromone used than has previously been available to most docents. Here are a few 
highlights that docents may find helpful in discussing the beetle-damaged trees with visitors. 

a) Beetle Characteristics- The males are the first to attack a new Torrey pine. They make nuptial 
chambers in the inner bark and then release an aggregating pheromone that attracts other males and 
females. After mating, the females construct egg galleries between the sapwood and the cambium. The 
larvae feed on the phloem layer (the nutrient-conducting tissue in the tree). The time from egg to adult is 
six to eight weeks in the spring and only four to six weeks in the summer. During the summer there can be 
several overlapping generations in a tree. 
b) The Traps- Both aggregation (attractant) and antiaggragation (repellant) pheromones were made 
based on previously reported chemical analyses. The pheromones (odorless to humans) were placed in 
small plastic bubble-cap containers similar to those sold for controlling ants and roaches. The repellant 
units were tacked to healthy trees short distances outside the infested area, and the attractent units were 
placed in the funnel traps located short distances inside the infested area. (After the initial trapping period, 
the use ofrepellant pheromones was discontinued because of the cost and the belief that it was not 
needed.) The attractant units, usually three to a trap, were mounted. mf the tipper insides of the top, 
middle, and bottom funnels. The insides of the funnels are very smooth, and once the beetles got inside the 
traps they fell to the bottom, from which they could not fly out. They eventually died of dehydration. 
c) The Score- Ten sets ofthree traps were located around the Parry Grove area, and the catches from 
them were 157,000 in 1991, 158,000 in 92, and 16,000 in 93, for a total of331,000 beetles. Although the 
traps were left in place should they be needed again in the near future, no additional trapping has been done 
since the fall of93. Since then only a few trees have been attacked, and these were old or damaged by 
wind - exactly the ones that the beetles normally do attack. 
d) Acknowledgements - Special thanks to the park aides who did all the trap collection work: Mike 
Neustein, Stacey DeJane, Norb Ruhmke, and Mickey Meszaros. 

Thoughts on the Fog-Drip Experiment -
(The article in the last issue of the Torreyana on research projects in the Reserve stimulated the following 
note to our newsletter from the Reserve's former naturalist.) 
Fog Drip- I'm glad to see that someone is going to do a scientific study on how much water condensing 
out of the fog falls under the Torrey pine. I tried to learn something about this phenomenon, but I was 
handicapped by having only one small rain gauge which did not cover a sufficient area. I did catch up to 
four one-hundredths of an inch, though a trace was more usual. The new study may find a result of two or 
three inches a year and say, "Wow! That's really a significant amount." 

Well, maybe. I've looked at the result of fog drip on the ground, and it rarely penetrates more than a 
quarter of an inch, a sixteenth is more usual, and has dried up completely by 10 o'clock. This is tu-::~ little 
and too shallow to get anywhere near the roots of the smallest of plants, much less a Torrey pin.e. 

I think a better study of the effects of fog would be using radioactive tracers to see if the needles take in 
water directly. I know this has been done with the Coulter pine, the Torrey's near relative, and the result 
was positive. ' 

Hank Nicol 



7 

Torrey Pine Lumber 

The Torrey pines in the Reserve that most members and visitors see are small and bent by the prevailing 
winds, giving rise to the common view that the wood is only suitable for firewood. But as the trees on the 
grounds of the La Jolla Cancer Foundation on North Torrey Pines Road show, water and fertilizer can 
produce large trees with straight trunks, which can yield quality pine lumber. So when Ranger Chris Platis 
(who does woodworking as a hobby) heard that a large Torrey pine in Encinitas had fallen, he and a fellow 
woodworker mend, Scott Brooks, made arrangements with the property owner to remove the tree in 
exchange for getting the lumber and for replacing two fences damaged by the tree when it fell. 

Chris estimates that the tree was about 80 years old and 80 feet tall. After all the rains early this year, 
the ground was soaked. The tree had not been trimmed for years, and when a strong wind developed in 
the first week ofMarch, the tree was blown over, wiping out fences and a garage but luckily missing the 
adjacent houses. Chris, his mend Scott, and Park Aide Rick Thompson put in three hard days cutting the 
trunk into sections (using a 4-foot chainsaw), sawing the sections into smaller more manageable pieces, 
and then sawing these into lumber with a portable sawmill operated by a mend. The main trunk sections 
were so heavy that a backhoe was needed to move and turn them The tree yielded 2300 board feet of 
lumber and 6 cords of firewood. After a year of drying at air temperature, the lumber will be ready for 
pine furniture projects. 

Above - The root system at base of the trunk, showing 
some of the main roots.In the soil underneath the base 
were a large number of old drugstore bottles, such as 
the well-known blue BromoSeltzer containers. 
Right - The trunk grew completely around a branch 
that had ~rek~n off Two adjacent pieces are shown 
back to bur:k. 

(Photos courtesy of Scott Brooks) 
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Exotic Plant Removal Efforts -An Update 

Late afternoon on July 6, a group of people concerned about invasive grasses met with Claire 
Brey for a walk along the Fleming Trail to see the Reserve's situation firsthand and discuss ways 
of handling this increasing problem in the coastal area. In addition to docents and Reserve staff 
Bob Wohl, Allyn Kaye, and Mike Wells, participants included Mike Kelly (president ofFriends of 
Los Penasquitos Canyon Preserve), Isabelle Kay (UCSD nature reserves), Karen Berger (San 
Dieguito River Valley Project), and Reid Moran (retired Curator ofBotany, San Diego Natural 
History Museum). Afterwards, the group returned to the Lodge for pizza. Thanks to docent Eva 
Armi and special Reserve friend Claire Brey for organizing this program 

Eva, Claire, and their friends and fellow docents have continued to remove invasive grasses this 
summer and are now planning to tackle some of the larger exotic plants in the Extension: pampas 
grass, fennel, and cocklebur. They welcome help from all interested docents; call Eva for work 
times and further information. 

Part of the July 6 grass group on the Fleming Trail (note Ranger Allyn Kaye 
inspecting an invasive grass - is she writing a citation for illegal entry?). 

Invasion and Spread of Exotics at Torrey Pines by David Economou 

Many have asked how exotics originally entered and spread throughout the Reserve. Here are 
some ofthe possible sources: 1) shoes, socks, and clothing, 2) vehicle tires (seeds may drop off 
hundreds of miles from the source), 3) wind-blown seeds from adjacent areas, 4) bird and animal 
droppings and fur, 5) sand and gravel from construction projects, 6) dirty construction equipment, 
7) weed-infested hay (TPSR was a grazing area at one time), and 8) some visitors have been 
observed planting exotics in the Reserve, and no doubt others have gone undetected. Also, much 
of the Hottentot fig may have been deliberately planted many years ago. 

Given all the above invasive means, there can never be an end to our exotic removal efforts. 
And now that exotic grasses are on our ''hit list," any and all efforts are important. Thanks to all 
who contribute to these efforts. 



Nonprofit Organization Political Activities by John Carson 

Background- In discussing the limitations on political activity by the TPA and TPDS with their members, 
it became clear most did not have accurate information on this subject. For example, some TPDS 
members thought that the Docent Society was not allowed to participate in any political activity while the 
TPA could (not true- both can, within guidelines to be discussed). In order to clarify this aspect of 
nonprofit organization activities, relevant publications were reviewed and the issues discussed with 
knowledgeable people. The following material summarizes the situation for the Docent Society. 

Nonprofit Tax-Exempt Status- An organization may qualify for federal income tax exemption if its 
exclusive purpose is for certain specified purposes, such as charitable, religious, educational, or scientific. 
An organization granted such an exemption is denoted by the IRS as a 50l(c)3 organization. Such groups 
do not pay federal income tax (although an annual form must be filed), and individual contributions to the 
organizations are tax deductible if the individuals itemize deductions on their returns. The Docent Society 
is a 501(c)3 organization under the educational category and is a nonprofit California corporation. 

IRS Political Activity Limitations - In return for the tax-exempt status, the IRS imposes restrictions on 
the type and amount of political activity that 50l(c)3 groups may engage in. No political activity is 
allowed for or against any candidate for elective office, but a small amount oflobbying activity is allowed. 
The IRS defines two kinds oflobbying, grass roots and direct. Grass roots lobbying consists of attempting 
to influence legislation by affecting the opinions of the general public or any part ofit; direct lobbying 
involves efforts by the organization or its members to influence legislation through communication with 
members or employees oflegislative bodies or government employees who may participate in preparing 
legislation. If organizations plan on more than occasional lobbying activities, they may file for a special 
category in which the maximum amounts that may be spent on lobbying are specified, for example, 20% of 
the organization's total exempt purpose expenditures if these are less than $500,000 a year, with 
apparently no restrictions on volunteer lobbying activities. Otherwise, organizations must keep 
expenditures and volunteer activities to an unspecified '.'nonsubstantial" amount. In past cases, some 
courts have used 57o as a limit, hut now it appears tliat each case is individually evaluated. At present 
TPDS would have to adhere to the nonsubstantial guideline. 

Lobbying Activities- What constitutes a lobbying activity? The organization must a) address specific 
legislation, b) express a view on it, and c) urge specific action on it. An example of Society direct lobbying 
would be for the group to write to legislative members urging a specific vote on specific legislation. If the 
Society asked its members to request their friends to do the same, then part of the public is involved, and 
this is grass roots lobbying, which has tighter restrictions. (Note: The Friends of California Parks 
recommends that lobbying articles in newsletters be limited to a small percentage of the newsletter space to 
minimize inadvertently exceeding IRS guidelines on lobbying activity.) Discussions at meetings and 
newsletter articles that describe legislation and the impact, without urging members to take specific 
actions, are not considered lobbying activities. 

TPDS and Lobbying- Are there situations and legislation for which it may be in the interest of the 
Society to engage in lobbying? Examples that members may want to think about are zoning changes voted 
by city councils that would adversely impact TPSR, legislation that would reduce DPR operations at 
TPSR, etc. At present any TPDS lobbying would have to be kept to a small amount. Last year members 
contributed almost 8500 volunteer hours to TPSR If a few members spent a total of 40 to 80 hours per 
year on Society-authorized lobbying, it would appear that this would be viewed as nonsubstantial. TPDS, 
unlike TPA, operates under a contract with the Dept. ofParks and Recreation. While some of the 
contracts restrict lobbying, neither the Society's present contract nor the proposed new one does so. 

Summary- The purpose of this article is to describe what the Society can and can not do in lobbying 
activities. It should not be interpreted as advocating a position for or against Society involvement in 
lobbying. The Executive Board is considering to what extent, if any, the Society should engage in 
lobbying. If members have opinions on this, they are requested to discuss them with Board members. 

References: Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, IRS Publication 557, Rev. Jan, 95. , 
Mancuso, A., How to Form a Nonprofit Corporation, Nolo Press, 1994. 
Mancuso, A., "Guidelines for Nonprofits: Legal Limits on Lobbying," Nolo News, Spring 1991. 
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Reptiles and Amphibians Slither in the Library 
Library Subject List No. 3, Revised 

by Marc Gittelsohn 

The books on frogs, lizards, newts, and snakes now in the docent library are listed below. Except as 
indicated below, all are shelved in the Reptile-Amphibian section. Some reptile and amphibian track 
information is also to be found in our general books on animal tracks in the Animal section. Items 
preceded by an asterisk were added to the library since this list first appeared in the March 91 Torreyana. 

*Behler, John L., National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Reptiles and Amphibians, 
Knop( 1994. 

*Brown, Vinson, Reptiles and Amphibians of the West, Naturegraph Publishers, 1974. 

Dodge, Natt N., Poisonous Dwellers of the Desert, Southwest Parks & Monuments Association, 1976. 
(Located in the Desert section.) 

*Klauber, Lawrence M., Rattlesnakes, Their Habits, Life Histories, and Influence on Mankind, abridged 
by Karen McClung, U. of Calif Press, 1982. 

Savage, Jay M., An Illustrated key to the Turtles, Lizards, and Snakes of the Western United States and 
Canada, Revised Ed., Naturegraph Publishers, 1959. 

*Shaw, Charles E,. The Lizards of San Diego County, with Descriptions and Key, Zoological Society of 
San Diego Bulletin no. 25, Oct. 15, 1950. 

*Sherbrooke, Wade C., Horned Lizards- Unique Reptiles of Western North America, Southwest Parks & 
Monuments Association, Popular series #31, 1981. 

*Smith, Hobart M., Handbook of Lizards- Lizards of the United States and Canada, Cornell University 
Press, Comstock Classic Handbook, 199 5. 

Stebbins, Robert Cyril, A Field Guide to Western Reptiles and Amphibians, Second Ed., Houghton 
Mifflin, Peterson Field Guide No. 16, 1985. 

Vessel, Matthew F., Snakes, Chevron Western Outdoor Environmental Guides, 1971. 

Reserve Reptile Survey Observations 

Docent birders know that the local scrub jays are aggressive. Just how aggressive was demonstrated 
during the July reptile sampling period. While data were being obtained on a fence lizard at one site, a jay 
sat on top of a nearby chamise bush observing everything. When the lizard was released under a shrub, the 
jay flew down, grabbed the lizard, and made off with a tasty dinner! 

During the non-sampling periods, all the bucket traps are sealed with lids, some of which don't close 
tightly because the buckets are deformed. On opening the traps to prepare for the sampling period this 
month, we found a foot-long night snake that had somehow managed to squeeze through a small opening 
to get into the bucket. Of course we haven't found anything that interesting during the collection times. 

There are now at least a dozen reptile survey sites from the border up into Orange and Riverside 
Counties, with some reporting a wide variety of snakes and lizards. Compared to them, TPSR is 
uneventful. However, the Reserve is the only site so far to find the arboreal salamander, so we have one 
claim to fame. 

John Carson 
, 
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Docent-Public Activities - Supervising Ranger Bob Wohl reminds docents that all public activities at 
TPSR which involve docent participation must be scheduled and approved in advance by Bob or a 
designated staff person in his absence. Activities include school programs, exotic plant removal with public 
groups, trail maintenance with outside groups, etc. In all these activities, docents are covered by State 
liability provisions only if the above procedure is followed. Also, docents should review with Bob their 
volunteer service agreements to ensure that all their activities are adequately described. 

Cleanup Day- As part of the "I Love a Clean San Diego" program, the annual Beach and Wetland 
Cleanup will take place on Saturday, September 23, at 8:30A.M. Members who are interested in helping 
should meet at the North Beach parking area near the restrooms (no, they are not the first item on the 
cleanup list). Call Ranger Greg Hackett for further information. 

Archaeological Find- While walking recently in the southern end of the Reserve, Ranger Allyn 
Kaye spotted a small stone on the ground that proved to be an Indian 
arrowhead. This find, shown in the photo to the left, will soon be added to 
the Indian display case. 
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