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Illusive Black Widows lurk in 
Whitaker Garden ... 
by Barbara Wallach 

Margaret and I came across two black widow spiders in 
the Whitaker Garden recently. They're rarely seen in 
TPSR, so we researched the species on the Internet. 
Here's what we found. 

A female can lay 250 to 750 eggs in a season in as many 
as 4 or 5 egg sacs. The mortality rate of the babies is 
very high. The female is the only one of the species that 
is poisonous. Her venom is stronger than that of most 
rattlesnakes. Neither the male nor the young are 
poisonous. The male lives for only a couple of months 
and is often eaten by the female. The female may live for 
several years. 

Her body can measure an inch in diameter and is usually 
marked by the red hourglass shape oi a similar design. 
She is fairly shy and is basically nocturnal. (We however 
saw two in the middle of the day.) The silk she produces 
is one of the strongest of the arachnids. Her web is fairly 
irregular and is used basically for catching prey. She 
bites the caught prey and her venom turns the insides of 
the insect into a fluid fonn. She then sucks the internal 
part of the prey out of its skeleton. 
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Most docents had never seen a black widow before so it 
was really curious that we should see two different 
individuals in one day. Be careful poking around in the 
Whitaker garden. Barbara has posted more information 
in Ron Lyon's book at the Lodge. 

One of two black widow spiders observed by docents 
attending the June 6th Plant Workshop led by Barbara 
Wallach and Margaret Fillius. The notorious widow is 
shown here with two egg sacs. Photo by Margaret 
Fillius , 
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The Torreyana is published bi-monthly 
by the Torrey Pines Docent Society with 
Torrey Pines Association editorial 
assistance. The Torrey Pinecone is a 
multi-media interim newsletter with late
breaking announcements, duty calendar 
and other docent news. 
Items for either publication should be 
submitted to: Linda Martin 
lmartin7(a)san.n.com or, left in 
the Torreyana mailbox at the Lodge. 
Address changes: Postal, Shirley 
Musser, 
POB 2414, Del Mar, CA 92014 
(858) 755-2063 
E-mail, Jean Smith, 
JeanSmith({V,msn.com 
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Pinecone via web: 
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The first six months of this year have presented many emerging and new 
kinds of challenges. Our thoughts and praises go forth to our Board and the 
docents of our Society, whose continuing efforts and team-work are most 
supportive. Together, the goals of our Mission Statement are, and will 
continue to be, our focus. 

One of our essential docent tasks is "lodge duty." This docent is the first 
impression for many of our visitors. The attendance at Torrey Pines is 
increasing and is already breaking last year's record levels. To assist in 
responding to this increase, we have added time slots to the weekend and 
holiday schedule as follows: 9:00AM to noon; 12:00 PM to 3:00PM. and 
3:00 PM to 5, or 6:00 PM (if visitors are in the Lodge). The docent 
interpretive walks are 10:00 AM and 2:00PM. We still need more 
volunteers for these additional time slots. If you have a free Saturday or 
Sunday, try helping out at the lodge. You will fmd that being a host at the 
desk and interacting with the public is both rewarding and fun. 

Another need that is evident is in the Children's Program. Docent-led school 
walks begin again in September. Barbara and Margaret need at least five new 
volunteers who can commit to either a Wednesday or Friday morning. 

Thanks again to all who have committed their time to making our docent 
society a very positive force at Torrey times. You are simply "the best." 

...................................................................... 
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Many thanks to Judy Schulman for proofreading this issue, to 
Jeannie Smith for labels, and to Vernie McGowan for helping with 
distribution. 
July 23rd is the deadline for the August Pinecone. Contributions 
for the September Torreyana are due by August 20, 2001. Ed. 
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A Love Story ... 
By Linda Martin 

"She" was a high-powered marketing 
maven in New York's fashion industry 
with offices on Fifth Avenue who sang at 
every opportunity and learned to dance 
with a neighbor named Martha Graham. 
"He" was a successful theatrical producer 
who turned his talents to television 
production in the 60's. He, too, had an 
office on Fifth A venue, an executive suite 
at Ted Bates Advertising just across the 
street from hers. "They" were an item, 
sharing a love of music, dance, and opera. 
He could stroll out on his office terrace 
and wave while she went about her 
business at Vanity Fair, manufacturers of 
fine lingerie. Every morning, a single red 
rose would be delivered to her desk. 
There was never an acknowledgement, 
but she knew from whence it came. One 
morning, a card was attached to the 
perfect red rose. "This is your last rose: 
from now on, there's only me." The 
following day, Del Roberts and Bob 
Margulies were married. 

This was the beginning of a life-long 
partnership built on profound love and 
respect and a commitment to give back to 
the community. Del and Bob left their 
high-stress careers in the 70's, and spent 
two years together in an RV, roaming the 
US and Mexico before settling into a new 
life in San Diego. They were the first 
residents of a new town-home complex 
nestled between the Peiiasquitos Lagoon 

and TPSR Extension. (See the history of 
the Extension acquisition in "Torrey Pines 
State Reserve," pages 21- 26.) 

Del used the transition from East to West 
Coast to make major life and career 
changes. With her fiftieth birthday on the 
horizon, Del returned to college to pursue 
a journalism degree. "These last fifty 
years I've been doing things their way, the 
next fifty years are mine," she said. 
About the same time, Del's organizational 
skills and love of music led her to head 
the San Diego Opera Docents, a position 
she filled for three years. 

But travel was in their blood. In the early 
80's, Del and Bob left their Sea Village 
home for two years to explore Europe and 

Africa by RV. On their return, Bob 
became active with the Docent Society, 
primarily interested in TPSR history and 
the native Kumeyaay civilization. "Del 
was always more of a naturalist, interested 
in the plants and animals," he says. 

Del Roberts 
"Docent of the Year -- 1999" 

In 1988, Del became a docent, providing 
"invaluable organizing, reporting and 
editing services," according to Ranger 
Allyn Kaye. "It's a huge task, getting 
people out to support special TPSR 
events. Del was always there, quietly 
coordinating everyone's participation, 
making sure things happened," says Kaye. 
Past TPDS president Diana W enman says, 
"Del also played a major part in the 
Torrey Pines State Reserve Historic 
Portraits. Her disarming and winsome 
manner made camera shy Jessie 
LaGrange, Ellen Revelle and Melba 
Kooyman totally at ease and we now have 
video memoirs of some of the people who 
have played a major part in the 
preservation ofTPSR." However, Del was 
not always behind the scenes. Many 
docents concede that Del's visitor walks 
were always the most popular. Kaye 
agrees. "People loved her hikes and had a 
good time." 

Soon after she was badged, everyone had 
a job for Del, including Torreyana Editor 
Marion Dixon. The two worked together 
with John Carson and a volunteer team to 
produce a quarterly newsletter for the 
docents and Torrey Pines Association 
(TP A) members. According to Bob, Del 
began using the Torreyana to recruit new 
docents. "We used to have a stack of 
newsletters at the desk. When visitors 

asked about volunteering, we gave them a 
Torreyana to take home. It was a very 
good marketing tool," he says. 

When Marion asked her to take over as 
editor, Del says she couldn't imagine the 
Torrey Pines without the Torreyana. "It 
was a labor of love," she says, "although 
Marion did such a wonderful job, it was 
easy for me to work into it." 

W enman said, "Whenever Del accepts a 
job she does it with all of her being. It 
used to take three times as long to layout 
and edit the Torreyana because Del was 
determined to conquer her cranky 
computer, which would crash on average 
ten times a day. No matter how many 
hours, days and crashes, the newsletter 
would always come out on time and was 
beautifully balanced and articulately 
written," says Wenman. 

The September '99 Centennial issue was 
Del's last. With in-depth articles by 
President Ken Baer; Ranger Bob W ohl; 
archivist Maryruth Cox; former TPSR 
naturalist Hank Nicol; Judy Schulman; 
Diana Gordon; Kathy Estey; John Carson; 
Marty Bressler; and Don Grine, it is the 
equivalent of a CliffsNotes for any docent 
feeling a little rusty on the facts. 

Del is no longer able to walk among the 
Torrey pines she has lived with and loved 
so many years, but she seems happy to see 
the Torreyana tradition continue on. Of 
the Torrey Pines Docent Society, Del 
says, "I have never met a finer group of 
people. I believe it will go on forever 
because it is such a treasure." 

As I left the house, Bob assured me that 
he made good on his promise -- he's never 
given Del another rose. Then, with a 
chuckle, Bob quoted his former neighbor 
in New York City, dancer and 
choreographer Martha Graham, who told 
him, "growing old is a bore." After 
spending an afternoon with Del and Bob, 
boring is the last word I'd use to describe 
their relationship. For them, growing old 
together is just one more adventure in an 
enduring love story. 

•••••••••••••••• 
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General Membership Meeting -July 21 

Steve Bouscaren, professor of Anthropology at San Diego City College, will speak on "Anthropology, 
Archeology and Native Americans." Bouscaren will discuss the Kumeyaay --where they lived, and how their 
lives changed over time. Ranger Kaye reminds us to please carpool and park on the road south of the Lodge. 
Jack Paxton has migrated to his summer home in Illinois, but if he were here, he'd remind us all to bring a mug 
from home for that wonderful Talbert-brewed coffee at break-time. 

TPDS Bylaw Revisions 

On June 16th, the TPDS general 
membership voted unanimously to accept 
bylaw revisions recommended by the 
Executive Board. Many thanks to the 
Bylaw Committee for their work, thanks 
to the members for their suggestions, and 
congratulations to committee chair and 
TPDS Vice President Jim Bedinger for 
conducting the voting procedure in record 
time -- five minutes, from start to finish. 

Docents at the Del Mar Fair: Most 
years, it is Judy Schulman's gorgeous 
baskets winning awards at the Fair. This 
year, Judy had nothing entered, but two 
more TPSR docents have featured Torrey 
Pines in their winning displays. Joanne 
Miale, with five jewelry pieces juried and 
accepted in the Gem & Mineral Show, 
took a First Place in "Cast Jewelry with 
Stones, Professional" and a Second Place 
in "Cast Jewelry without Stones." The 
latter featured a carved Torrey pine. New 
docent (200 1) and photographer David 
Rightmer won three First Place awards for 
his nature photos, including one taken in 
Torrey Pines. (Stop by these exhibits, and 
the DPR booth before the Fair ends with a 
"big bang" July 4.) 

Docent trainees who've completed their 
qualifications will be "badged" by 
Training Officer Jim Cassell at the 
membership meeting, July 21 51

• 

Following the ceremony, all trainees will 
be asked to smile for the camera while a 
"class picture" is taken. 

Nancy Dale's book, "Flowering 
Plants," is available to docents at a deep 

discount. This second printing includes 
two hundred pages of beautiful full-color 
photographs by members of the California 
Native Plant Society and short, pithy 
histories and native plant folklore, making 
this a valuable addition to any TPSR 
docent's reference library. (Dale's book is 
a useful companion to Margaret Fillius' 
wonderful graphic display of commonly 
observed native plant species in the 
TPSR. It's located on the Lodge porch. 
Ed.) 

The Board has recruited a sub-committee 
to explore options for a second or "split" 
docent training session for the fall , if not 
this year, no later than 2002. It was 
suggested that Lodge duty training and 
TPSR history could be separate from the 
plant and animal sessions traditionally 
conducted in the spring. If you have 
thoughts on this issue, please contact 
committee members Cassell, Bedinger, 
Martin or Ranger Kaye. 

At the June membership meeting, 
Supervising Ranger Allyn Kaye asked us 
to welcome Ronilee Clark, new San 
Diego Coast Superintendent. Ranger 
Kaye said she is still concerned about 
docent trail patrol, saying there will be no 
more patrol training until the Lodge 
schedule is fully covered and guided 
walks assigned. She reiterated the need 
for docents to call-in and log their patrol 
activities with the ranger staff. If there is 
no record of a docent's trail activity, DPR 
insurance and workman's compensation 
will not apply. (Your editor, an incurable 
policy wonk, asked her if we couldn't sign 
up for trail patrol in advance, much as we 
do for Lodge duty and guided walks? 

This record could be verified on a 
monthly basis. Kaye is open to 
suggestions.) 

At Kaye's request, the Board voted to 
spend up to $1,000 to make new graphic 
traffic signs (safety yellow) for the Lodge 
Road, urging walkers, drivers, and 
cyclists to "go slow," "share the road," et 
cetera. If you've envisioned the perfect 
exhortation to Lodge Road users, here's 
your chance for input. (No "four letter" 
words need apply.) 

Don Grine reports that a new docent has 
solved the mystery of the bubbly basalt 
chunks we have been finding on our 
beach (see photo below). Don says he 
knew of no such rock near the Reserve, so 
its origin has been puzzling him for some 
time. David Rightmer, our new geologist 
docent, figured it out pretty quickly, Don 
says. The stuff is from the railroad. It was 
trucked in as a base for the tracks. Good 
sleuthing, rock hounds. 

, 
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Diary of a Docent-in-Training 
by Cynthia Dukich 

March 24, 2001: Plants, Jim DeLane 

Plants are sneaky. They'll take over your 
life before you even know it. It happened 
to me. Back when I was a Pacific 
Northwest sailboat gardener, growing 
scraggly tomatoes, pansies, and chives in 
the cockpit, I appreciated plants, but 
rarely felt driven to identify an unfamiliar 
one, unless I was about to eat it. Then we 
moved to eastern Washington. I was just 
being courteous when I learned to name 
the new plants I put in our yard. I stuck to 
common names. Latin seemed confusing, 
and pretentious, until I wanted to identify 
native plants. Inconsistencies amongst 
common names made Latin more logical. 
I began to use it on occasion, and liked it. 
Now I'll admit, I've started to prefer it. 
Need I say more about the trail my life is 
on? 

Jim DeLane began class by defining our 
Mediterranean climate, which has nothing 
to do with beach umbrellas and luxury 
yachts. The world' s five Mediterranean 
climates are coastal. The majority of their 
precipitation falls during moist, cool 
winters unlike the rest of the world, 
which gets its rain during the warmer 
season. Mediterranean summers are 
relatively hot and dry. At TPSR, the 
temperature differences between water, 
air, and land cause fog. To survive, plants 
must be able to cope with ocean haze as 
well as low rainfall and periods of 
drought. Unable to relocate, they must 
adapt, not only to weather, but to the 
neighborhood, which includes the 
underlying geology, competition from 
other plants, fire, and munching critters. 

TPSR's five plant communities allow 
opportunity to observe how different 
survival strategies create plant diversity. 
San Diego County, with its many 
microclimates, is even more diverse. 
Unfortunately, the pressures placed on 
the land by the current human hyper
survival phase has given the area the 
dubious distinction of having more rare 
and endangered plant species than any 
county in the United States, except in 

Hawaii. Despite this dismal statistic, I 
stubbornly choose to hold out hope. TPSR 
remains protected because there are still 
people who care enough to do whatever 
they can. Perhaps if we' re sneaky about it, 
we can avoid the strategy of chasing 
people down, tackling them, and forcing 
them to appreciate the natural world, or 
else. Appreciation might grow from a 
small positive interaction into an eventual 
desire for conservation and preservation. 
This thought shall motivate me when I'm 
at the lodge desk giving cheerful and 
accurate directions to the restroom for the 
umpteenth-and-a-half time. 

And in case you still don't believe plants 
have an agenda, here's further proof. 
After class, Jim led a hike on the Guy 
Fleming Trail. It took three-and-a-half 
hours to travel just over half a mile. 
That's about fifteen feet per minute. 
Typical plant hijinks. The whole way, 
those plants pretended to ignore me, but I 
couldn't ignore them. Drawn into every 
new flower, deeper, and deeper, I thought, 
"It shouldn' t be long until I get to the 
bottom of this." If the trail hadn't been a 
loop, I'd still be out there. 

March 31, 2001: Children 's 
Program--Barbara Wallach & 
Margaret Fillius 

I like the way children question the world: 
"Why this? Why that? Why not?" Of 
course, this curiosity can be unnerving, 
most particularly ifl don't have an 
answer. It's great to be reminded, though, 
that there's probably more than one 
solution to a problem (think plant 
adaptation) and that upon careful 
observation of curious things, an answer 
to something is usually found, although 
not necessarily to the original question. 

For our training class, Barbara and 
Margaret presented the most requested 
children's program, Native Americans-
Kumeyaay. Seeing how the Kumeyaay 
people lived on this land, so directly 
connected to the plants, animals, and the 
rest of their surroundings, made me think 
about how circuitous the connection is 
today. Plants and animals from around the 
world end up at grocery stores, wrapped 
in plastic; water runs from the tap; air is 

heated, cooled and re-circulated; folks go 
months without walking anywhere but 
through malls and parking lots. Still, 
underlying everything, is an absolute 
reliance on what the earth provides. As 
soon as that's not there, we won't be 
either. It seems a good strategy for future 
survival to teach our children (who 
hopefully will remind their affiliated 
grownups) that all people-past, present, 
and future-no matter how far removed 
from it, rely on the land. 

Volunteering in the Reserve ' s Children' s 
Program seems like a perfect place to 
begin to awaken this awareness. I've been 
told, however, such participation involves 
leading a group of youngsters into the 
coastal sage scrub. The thought of 
heading out, armed only by magnets and 
magnifiers, makes me feel like I did the 
day I taught my frrst art class. Left alone 
with a group offive-year-olds wielding 
paint and brushes, I was awfully excited 
for the opportunity to share my love of 
art, and I was terrified. Luckily, it took 
about five minutes to get so busy I no 
longer had time for fear. I'm counting on 
the same thing happening out on the 
trail. In my art classes, with only a little 
practice, working with children became a 
lot of fun, oh yeah, and with a solid lesson 
plan, a sense of humor, three backup 
plans, and the secret emergency backup 
plan -- winging it. 

While my students discovered paint isn't 
that tasty, and that once a primary color 
goes into a dish of brown it's never 
coming out, I learned energy put into my 
classes usually came right back to me, 
whether positive or negative. TPSR has 
positive experience potential times ten
beauty, birds, bugs, snakes, smelly plants, 
magnetite-and the students are on school 
field trips. What ' s more fun than a field 
trip? How about getting the chance to go 
on one any Wednesday or Friday that 
suits you, any month between September 
and May? 

Cynthia Dukich promises to complete her 
qualifications and become a full-fledged 
docent by the end of summer. "Dimy of a 
Docent in Training" will conclude in the 
September Torreyana. Ed. 
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DOCENT-LED CIDLDREN'S 
PROGRAM: "THE BEST 

FIELD TRIP EVER" 

THIS PAST SCHOOL YEAR: Thanks to 
all of the docents and staff who support 
and helped with the Children' s Education 
Program this year. A total of3,137 
children from 40 different schools 
participated. Weather caused six field 
trips to be cancelled, thus disappointing 
360 children. We had several "drippy" 
hiking days that everyone (children, 
docents, parents, etc.) enjoyed 
tremendously. Those groups certainly 
won't forget their trip to Torrey Pines! 

Thirty-one docents logged a total of 954 
hours helping to lead children's hikes. 
(This figure does not reflect the hours 
spent reviewing material or preparing for 
the hikes) The docents were: Baggerly, 
Blue, Bressler, Bubar, Burton J. , Burton 
M. , Cassell, Chaffee, Clark, Davis, 
Fillius, Ganeles, Grine, Harry, 
Killermann, Lazik, Miale, Morin, Musser 
A., Nimick, Nowlan, Orahood, Paxton, 
Pfleeger, Renner, Sachs, Tanalski, 
Tubman, Wallach, W ollaeger. In 
addition, many of this year's trainees 
provided much needed support and help 
on the trail. We hope they will be with us 
in the fall. 

GRANT: Through the efforts of Ken 
Baer, docent and former president of the 
Society, Metabolife awarded us a 
generous donation of $4,000. The money 
will be used to fund busing grants and buy 
materials and tools for next year. Please 
contact either Margaret or Barbara soon 
with a request or suggestion for materials 
and/or supplies. In addition, Metabolife 
awarded $1 ,000 to be used toward the 
production of a brochure for the public. 
Thanks again, Ken, for all the time and 

effort that went into securing this second 
grant for us. 

WORKSHOPS: Twenty-six 
docents/trainees participated in our first 
workshop of the summer on June 6tl'. The 
focus was on plants, their parts and 
adaptations. Two black widow spiders, 
several orange-throated whiptaillizards, 
harvester ants and a turkey vulture 
provided additional excitement. Our next 
scheduled workshop (the Kumeyaay 
Indians) is August 22nct at 9:00a.m. As 
always, everyone is welcome and 
attendance at the workshop does not 
obligate participation in the Children's 
Program. For fun, bring an inexpensive, 
light colored T -shirt to decorate. Another 
workshop may be scheduled near the end 
of July. Check the calendar in the docent 
room for time and 

DOCENT INPUT: From John Burton: 
"Docents need to understand they do not 
have to know eve1ything to participate in 
the Children 's Program. If you 
successfully complete docent training, 
you know enough to lead the children on 
a hike. The presentation at the beginning 
of the program covers seventy-five 
percent of the information we want to tell 
the children during their visit. On the 
trail, you re-enforce that information as 
well as provide perhaps twenty-five 
percent on your own." Give it a try; we 
think you'lllike doing the walks! 

WHAT MAKES IT WORTHWHILE: 
"That was the best field trip ever!" This 
comment warms our hearts and brings 
smiles to our faces no matter how often 
we hear it. The field trip to Torrey Pines 
is the highlight of the year for many 
children and leaves a lasting impression 
on their minds and hearts. Enjoy these 
comments from letters we received: "I 
learned that all red ants aren' t fire ants, 
some are harvester ants," "I learned that 

food chains are important," "The 
Christmas berry leaves were very pointy," 
"I liked the part when we were picking up 
magnetite with magnets," "I was just 
helping my friend with Social Studies and 
it had, erosion, so I am going to tell her all 
about it," "I don't really care that there is 
seaweed in candy because I don' t like 
candy," "I love the museum because I 
could touch things I never touched 
before," "I enjoyed touching fragile 
bones and animals," "I think everyone 
should help protect the environment," 
"You helped me learn more about the 
wilderness," "I hope you enjoyed the trip 
as much as I did," "I love my pin! " 

The school walks begin again in 
September. In the meantime, have a 
wonderful, relaxing summer. See you 
around the Reserve! 

'Barbara ana 
Margaret 

Pictures on this page and the letter 
above are examples of the many 
received each week of the school 

year. See the whole collection at the 
Docent room in the Lodge, or 

contact Barbara or Margaret to 
arrange to see the children's 

correspondence folder. 
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Tidings from the TP A 
by Jan McMillan 

Believing strongly in an organization, 
anyone runs the risk of forgetting that 
other people may not understand the 
organization's purpose or--painful as it 
can be to fmd out--may not even know of 
its existence! So, as a member of the 
Torrey Pines Association Board of 
Counselors, I figure it's healthy every 
once in a while to re-state for the record 
what the TPA stands for, what it is, and 
what it does. 

The TPA was incorporated in 1950 "for 
the purpose of associating persons 
interested in the protection and 
preservation, in perpetuity, of the rare 
Torrey pines and their associated flora 
and fauna within the unique area officially 
dedicated and originally known as 'Torrey 
Pines Park."' Several farsighted 
individuals, including the trustees of the 
Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation, the 
eminent naturalist Guy Fleming, 
landscape architect Ralph Cornell, 
trustees of the Natural History Musemn 
and others, pushed for the incorporation 
of such a "watchdog" group, which would 
not only protect the area but also educate 
others about its intrinsic value and thereby 
instill respect for it. 

Soon after the TPA's incorporation, the 
City of San Diego turned over this land to 
the California State Department of Parks 
and Recreation. This unique area is now 
officially designated by the state as both 
Reserve and Preserve (referring to Los 
Pefiasquitos Lagoon), the most protective 
designations given. The area also 
includes the Extension, which was added 
after a hard-fought campaign in the 60s 
and 70's, as well as marshland obtained in 
the early 80's, once owned by SDG&E as 
the potential site of a nuclear power plant. 

Since its founding, the TP A has sought to 
carry out the founders' goals in many 
ways: 

• The TP A took a major role in the 
early planning and implementation of 
trails, outlooks and other facilities 
familiar to visitors today. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The TP A successfully lobbied for 
preserve designation for the lagoon. 
TP A Counselors were leaders in the 
campaign to acquire the Extension. 
The TP A funded the work required to 
have the Lodge placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The TP A has published several key 
publications, including Torrey Pines 
State Reserve, a handbook describing 
flora and fauna in the Reserve; 
Torrey Pines, Landscape and Legacy, 
by Bill Evarts (financed by a grant 
from the EB Scripps Foundation); 
and, just this year, a reprint of Torrey 
Pines Association, the booklet which 
described and announced the 
formation of the TPA (fmanced by 
the Hattie Ettinger Conservation 
Fund). 
The TP A has contributed funds 
toward a diverse nmnber of needs 
ranging from children' s educatio~al 
materials produced by the Torrey 
Pines Docent Society to repairs at the 
Fleming house; from plans for the 
Discovery Trail to the purchase of 
pheromones to counteract bark 
beetle. Currently, we are funding the 
production of a new video for the 
Lodge. 
The TP A continues to keep track of 
development projects which threaten 
the integrity of the Reserve. In the 
last five years, the TP A has objected 
to a request by the Jenny Craig 
Corporation to lease part of the 
Reserve for parking (not done); 
opposed the re-opening of Sorrento 
Valley Road, which could block off 
the last remaining wildlife corridor 
(so far, it remains closed); responded 
to Carmel Valley Road changes (yet 
to be approved by the San Diego City 
Council); objected to the widening of 
Torrey Pines Road where it crosses 
over the lagoon mouth (yet to be 
approved by the Coastal 
Commission); submitted written and 
oral comments on numerous projects 
upstream which could increase 
uncontrolled runoff and siltation into 
the lagoon. 

The Torrey Pines Association is a 
charitable, non-profit organization which 
can accept tax-deductible contributions 

for use in the Reserve. All proceeds from 
book sales are used in the same manner. 
For information, including how to 
purchase one of the TPA publications, 
please write to The Torrey Pines 
Association, P. 0. Box 345, La Jolla, CA 
92038 or contact us on our website at 
www. torrevpines.org . 

Bird of the Month: the raven has 
landed ••. 
by Don Grine 

Docents really need no introduction to 
ravens: they are the most commonly seen 
birds in Torrey Pines Reserve. No 
binoculars are needed to spot the large 
soaring black birds with the strongly 
rounded tails. They can be confused with 
the smaller crow but the crow's tail is only 
slightly rounded or cut off straight across. 
Also, crows do not soar. 

It is the largest songbird (passeriforme) 
and the largest "all black" bird on Earth. 
We don't usually think of ravens as 
songbirds since their most common call is 
a low croak. However, the calls are quite 
varied and complex and often include 
imitated sounds. From the writings of 
Edgar Allan Poe, we know thai 
"Nevermore" is included in their 
"vocabulary." 

The most common food of ravens is 
carrion but they will eat anything they can 
swallow. Recently, in San Diego County, 
they seem to have become more predatory, 
killing many small lizards, mammals, and 
birds. They lack the talons of raptors so 
cannot kill as efficiently. Ravens along 
with owls and many hawks, regurgitate 
pellets containing the indigestible parts of 
food. Study of these pellets helps 
determine the diets of birds. 

Ravens prefer to nest in rock cavities: 
the wind caves in the Torrey Sandstone are 
ideal. They mate for life, probably more 
faithfully than hmnans. Pairs are often 
seen in spring doing paired aerial 
acrobatics, including barrel rolls, dives, 
and flying upside down. They are a 
pleasure to watch. 

Ravens have been important in Norse 
mythology since Odin used his two, 
Thought and Memory, to cruise the Earth 
and report back each day. Ravens are 
depicted as powerful creatures in the lore 
of most native American tribes. 

, 
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JULY DUTY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
1 2 3 

L PAANEU t WATSON L A MUSSER 
'iN FERGUSON 
L REGO I. MARSHAI..L L DIXON 
IW BRAV 
L 

8 !9 [10 
L JSMITH L RMILI...ER L TAI.SERTS 
W CASSElL 
L WINTERS L MARSJiALL L. 
w KAMEN 
L 

15 116 17 
L SCHULMAN l SA.CtlS L RSMITH 
W fERGUSON 
L SCHULMAN L WINCI-!B.l L DIXON 
W TAYLOR WOODWORTH 
L 

!22 :23 24 
L. GRAIN L KATZ L TALB.ERTS 
W CASSElL 
I. WINTERS I. WlNC!-IEU. L OOOUTilE 
w KAMEN WOOCM/OATH 
L 

29 !30 31 
L SCHULMAN L. RMlLLER L R SMITH 
w FERGUSON 
L SCHULMAN t. OnJBMAN L DOOUm..E 
w SRAV 
L 

Torrey Pines Docent Society 
P.O. Box 2414 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
(858) 755-2063 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

4 HOLIDAY !5 6 7 
L PAANEU. L IVAN'( L 0 DAVIS t. IVANV 
w STIEGLER w MARLEY 
L ClARK L GAARDER L GAAROER L REGO 
w GRINE w TANAlSI<J 
L L 

11 12 113 ,14 
L CAMP9EU. L KATZ L BEYEF! L JSMITH 

W CORNFORTH 
I.. DeWITT L HAUER L STIEl..S I. CORNFORTH 

w UAAl..EY 
1.. JMIJSSER 

118 1Q i20 21 MEETING 
L NIMICK l. 0 MILLER L BEYER L GRAIN 

W DMILlER 
L FREDERICKS L HAU~ L STIELS L WATSON 

rw ea.JNErT 
L CRIQUI 

25 I~ z:r 128 
L L RANDOLPH I. OiUBMAN L SACHS 

w GRANTl-\AM 
L ffiEDERICKS L FREDE~ICI<S I. RANDOLPH l 

w OMIUER 

Duty eooro.: Ann campbell (856) ~5-1934 
Houl'!l: Lodge Dally 10 • 1, 1 • 4, & Sefl5un ~ D-12, 12-3, 3·6 
Walks Sllt/Sun/HoHdlyS 9:30 and 1 :3D 
If you cannot del vour duly, pleaae arrange 
YDIJI' own tubst~ute. 

, 


