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Before there were 
docents ... -
The summer of 2002 will see a bumper 
crop of newly trained docent volunteers 
coming on board to serve both the 
visitors and the resource at Torrey Pines 
State Reserve. Of the 65 individuals 
who registered, more than 40 finished 
the classroom curriculum coordinated by 
Training Officer Don Grine and are now 
completing qualifications that will entitle 
them to wear the coveted Torrey Pines 
Docent Society badge and T -shirt. Some 
of the new trainees have chosen not to 
become docents, but will work under the 
direction of Ranger Gary Olson in the 
"Volunteers in the Parks" program, 
working as many or as few hours as their 
lifestyles permit. 

"Bouquets, Parts I and II," written by 
Joan Nimick and published in the March 
and May Torreyanas, recognized long
time docents for their contributions to 
Torrey Pines, made me curious about 
our history. What did it take to build the 
Torrey Pines Docent Society we take for 
granted, today? I began my research 
with phone calls to docents who were in 
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the first class, spring of 1975. Julie 
Marine, who still lives in Del Mar 
Heights, waxes animatedly about her 
early years in Torrey Pines. Melba 
Kooyman has captivating stories relating 
to her days as a Lodge Sitter. Perhaps 
she will share them with us at a future 
general membership meeting. When I 
called Judy Schulman, TPDS resident 
historian and graduate of the 1977 
docent training class, she suggested I 
look for a retrospective written by 
former Torreyana editor John Carson. 
Thanks to a mostly intact index, I 
quickly found the article in the March 
1995 Torreyana . This comprehensive 
well-written article appears on page 
three, unabridged. I thank John for 
researching and writing such an 
engaging account of our "ancestors." 
(John Carson moved to Santa Barbara 
about the same time Marty Bressler 
badged me in 1999.) 

T he Torrey Pines Association, 
referred to in John's piece, was 
founded by Guy Fleming ca 1950. 

According to Judy Schulman's history, 
as posted on our WebPages, TPA's 
"purpose was to unite people interested 
in the protection of the tree. The 
Association was, and still is, involved in 
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conservation of the Torrey pine and in 
serving as watchdogs of the area. Today 
they are known for their work in the 
acquisition of the Extension, lobbying 
for protection of the tree, supporting 
special projects for the welfare of the 
tree, providing funds for the 
enhancement of buildings and trails, 
supporting the purchase and 
maintenance of educational materials 
and furnishings , providing memorial 
gifts, and sponsoring publications 
concerning the Reserve." 

On the occasion of our 251
h anniversary, 

then Supervising Ranger Bob Wohl told 
the class of2000 --"The Torrey Pines 
docents have always been considered a 
special breed amongst all the other state 
park volunteer groups . ... The diversity of 
ages and lifestyles, of personal interests 
and careers, has given our society a 
range of experience and knowledge 
found in very few visitor centers 
today . ... Volunteers here make you feel 
at home." 

"Wear your badge proudly, Docent." 

Torreyana Editor 
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The Torreyana is published bi-monthly by the Torrey Pines 
Docent Society with Torrey Pines Association editorial 
assistance. Items for publication should be submitted to 
Linda Martin at lmartin7@san.rr.com or left in the 
Torreyana mailbox at the Lodge. On alternate months, 
TPDS publishes the Torrey Pinecone, edited by Cynthia 
Dukich, and generally includes the monthly docent duty 
calendar, announcements and information concerning 
membership meetings. Items for publication in the Pinecone 
should be e-mailed to cdukich@sdccu.net -- Submissions for 
either publication are due on or about the 201

h day of the 
preceding month. 

Please send address changes to Torrey Pines Lodge, P.O. 
Box 2414, Del Mar, CA 92014 
Attn: Shirley Musser-- Lodge phone (858) 755-2063, E
mail changes to JeanSmith@msn.com 
Web sites: TPDS vvww.torreypine.org 

TPA www.ton·eypines.org 
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Vice-president, Jim Bedinger jimbedinger@hotmail.com 
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MKnox Weir@nethere.net 
Training Officer, Don Grine grine@adelphia.net 
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TPSR Staff: torreypines@ixpres.com 

Supervising Ranger: Allyn Kaye 
Rangers: Greg Hackett, Gary Olson, and 
Mike Winterton 
Lifeguard: Jim Bilz 
Senior Park Aides: Nancy Mae Gallagher 
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Suarez, Steven White, and Randy Taylor 
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Torrey Pines Docent Society 
since 1975. 

All rights reserved. 

WANTED: REFRESHMENT HOSTS 

After many years of coordinating the refreshments for 
our membership meetings, Jane and Bob Talbert 

would like a break. We need a few good docents to 
work as a team to make sure the monthly goodies 

keep coming! If you can help, please call Georgette 
before the July meeting. And, many thanks to Bob 

and Jane Talbert for keeping us well provisioned over 
the years. 
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At the June membership meeting, Greg announced he 
would be leaving us in mid-July for a new assignment in 

the Lake Tahoe area. Greg will be the Supervising Ranger 
at Donner Lake and Plumas-Eureka State Parks. We wish 
him the best, but will miss his cheerful smile and long-term 

dedication to preserving Torrey Pines. 
That looks like an invitation in the last line. Who wants to 

plan the TPDS field trip to Lake Tahoe? L.M. 
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In the Beginning ... 
(Reprint from Torreyana, March 1995) 

Most members are vaguely aware that 
there was a volunteer group at the 
Reserve prior to the Docent Society. But 
how did the earlier group begin, what 
did it do, and how did the current Docent 
group start? Since there does not appear 
to be an organized written account of 
this period, finding historical 
information turned into a long search, 
with some surprising results. 

In the beginning, there was the Torrey 
Pines Wildlife Association (TPW A)
During the early 60s, some residents in 
the Del Mar Terrace area became 
concerned about the deteriorating 
condition of the Los Peiiasquitos Lagoon 
and the imminent loss of Torrey pines in 
their area through development. So they 
formed the TPWA to publicize these 
situations and act as a public advocate. 
When the Extension campaign started 
TPW A and TP A coordinated their 
efforts in raising funds. 

The Lodge Sitters - The Lodge was 
closed to visitors after transfer of the 
Park to the State Park System. TPW A 
members thought this was a loss to the 
public and eventually arranged with the 
Reserve staff to have the Lodge open 
with TPW A volunteers as hosts. Jessie 
LaGrange (still a TPA member) and 
Muriel Knight of the TPWA 
organized a group of about two dozen 
members for the Lodge program, which 
started in April '68. The Lodge was 
open from noon to 4 PM on weekends 
and 10 AM to 4 PM on special holidays, 
with the members on 2-hour shifts. 
According to Melba Kooyman, the only 
TPW A member now in the Society, this 
group referred to themselves as Lodge 
Volunteers, but somehow later on the 
name of Lodge Sitters became 
associated with them. 

Lodge Sitter Activities- The 
volunteers, with ranger assistance, set up 
display cases, added lights, and in 
general tried to create a museum 
atmosphere. Two volunteers who 
provided historical perspectives were 
Peggy Fleming (wife of Guy Fleming) 

and Mary Whitaker (wife of Thomas 
Whitaker) . In response to visitor 
interest, the volunteers arranged for 
occasional walks for the public led by 
knowledgeable people from the local 
schools and Natural History Museum 
(and sometimes a TPW A member led a 
walk). The group had no specific 
training for the programs; they brought 
their personal interests, knowledge, and 
commitment to these projects. 

Torrey Pines Docent Society
Sometime in the early 70s, a Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation (DPR) group 
visited the Reserve to review the 
volunteer operation. The group had 
concerns: the Lodge Sitters had no 
official relationship with DPR, which 
posed legal liability problems; there was 
no Park-approved training; and there 
was insufficient interpretation. Partly as 
a result of this review, the Reserve staff 
decided to help organize and train an 
interpretive group of volunteers, 
recruited mainly by advertisements in 
local newspapers. Rangers Linda Engel 
(now Leyva) and Richard Irwin worked 
closely with this group. The first name 
selected for the group is believed to have 
been the Torrey Pines Docent Society, 
but other names some members 
preferred were Torrey Pines Volunteers, 
Torrey Pines Volunteer Naturalists, and 
the Torrey Pines Natural History Assoc. 
The current name won out. There was 
an arrangement for the Lodge Sitters to 
join the Docents, but most preferred not 
to, being uncomfortable with the formal 
structure, training, and dues 
requirements. According to Melba 
Kooyman, only she and one or two 
others did transfer. 

TPW A's last years-- The completion 
of the Extension acquisition ended the 
main activity of the group, but it 
continued monitoring the Lagoon, 
reviewing environmental impact reports, 
etc. The group ceased operation about 
1984. 

Acknowledgments -My thanks to Judy 
Schulman, Melba Kooyman, and Julie 
Marine and a special note of 
appreciation to Jessie LaGrange for the 
information on the TPWA and Docent 
Society. John Carson 

Rangering today: from 
nature interpreter to cop 

J
ohn Muir, founder of the Sierra Club 
and California's most revered 
environmentalist, was first to use the 

term interpretation in reference to the 
study of natural phenomena. Since then, 
whole books have been written about 
"Interpretation" as it relates to our state 
and national park systems. 

Since 1871, when Congress established 
Yellowstone National Park, national and 
state parks have been seen as tools to: 
preserve cultural and historical 
environments and artifacts; educate and 
provide healthful recreation 
opportunities for the general public; 
conserve natural resources and open 
space; and, ironically, as in the battle to 
save Retch Hetchy, facilitate resource 
extraction for the Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

By 1916, there were 14 national parks, 
21 national monuments, including 
several in California, under the auspices 
of the Department of the Interior. 
According to the official National Parks 
WebPages, "Without an organization 
equipped for the purpose, Interior 
secretaries had been forced to call on the 
Army to develop and police Yellowstone 
and the California parks." But, the 
Army had other fish to fry. Soon the 
park system, such as it was, had to call 
on others to help administer and protect 
a growing body of parks, monuments 
and reservations. The idea of 
"interpreting" these resources for visitors 
led to the hiring of staff from nearby 
universities and research institutions. 
But rigorous standards for these 
interpretive services were not established 
until the 1950s when the service 
received a $30,000 grant to study the 
subject. "Freeman Tilden, a creative 
thinker and writer on park topics, 
embarked on the project ... [resulting in] 
Interpreting Our Heritage, published by 
the University of North Carolina Press in 
1957." Tilden's book remains the 
"classic treatise on its subject." Tilden 
based his recommendations on a set of 
six principles, one of which seems 

(cont. on Page 4) 
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Rangering, (cont. from Page 3) 

central to the work ofTPDS Docents 
today, and sounds very much like 
something Ranger Bob Wohl tried to 
teach my Class of '99. "The chief aim of 
Interpretation is not instruction, but 
provocation." (Read more about Tilden 
on the Web at www.nps.gov) 

So, when did park "interpreters" start 
looking less like forest rangers and more 
like soldiers, packing guns and other 
hardware essential to enforcing the law? 
In a recent interview with District 
Superintendent John Quirk, I asked that 
question. When Quirk began his DPR 
service in '78, rangers were already 
trained in law enforcement, but carrying 
a gun was not an option for "Park Aide" 
Quirk, who laughs as he talks about his 
first summer "under an umbrella 
collecting fees at Torrey Pines North 
Beach Parking Lot." It was not quite 
what he expected. Ranger Ken Smith, 
who was the supervising ranger at TPSR 
in the early seventies, claims it was the 
anti-war protesters who brought about a 
major change in the park culture. 
Massive gatherings of flower children 
and hippie wannabes spaced-out on 
mind-alterilli drugs made the parks 
more dangerous for the rangers, as well 
as those looking for a more benign 
nature experience ... like taking a hike, or 
a guided walk. This was a particular 
problem in the large, remote park 
settings where local sheriffs didn't have 

the resources to keep the peace beyond 
their jurisdictions, according to Quirk. 
Ironic, isn't it? It was the "peaceniks" 
who brought the guns back into our state 
and national parks. 

[California Park Rangers receive the 
same law enforcement training as the 
CHP and county sheriffs at the William 
Penn Mott, Jr. Training Center, 
Asilomar State Beach. In fact, Quirk is 
sitting in for Superintendent Ronilee 
Clark, while she completes her 
six-month training in Pacific Grove this 
summer.} 

Nevertheless, the demands on ranger 
staff for policing these large rowdy 
groups on the beaches and trails created 
an opening for more park volunteers, 
said Smith, who worked with TPW A 
interpreters and Lodge Sitters during his 
tenure at TPSR. In 1974, Jack Snavely, 
local high school biology teacher on 
sabbatical, worked with Smith and 
Ranger Linda Engel to create the first 
teaching curriculum at Torrey Pines. 
Snavely still lives down the street from 
me in Del Mar Heights, but Smith retired 
to Corvallis, Montana, a few years ago. 

During his early ranger days, ~uirk 
raised his family in a "little house on the 
prairie in the Redwoods," and 
(obviously) loved it. He bristles a little 
when I quiz him about "dysfunctional 
DPR family" references made by rangers 
on their way to early retirement. Quirk 
says, "depending upon where you are in 

:from {eft to right - the {ate john 
:f{eming, son of (juy and :Margaret 
"'Peggy" :f{eming and T'P 5't founder; 
'Ranger Xen Smith, now retired and 
aving in :Montana; and jack 
Snave{y, retired high schoo{ teacher 
and resident of Ve{ :Mar ]{eights. 
1990 yhoto, courtesy of jack Snave{y. 

In the ear{y seventies, Smith and 
Snave{y worked witfi 'Ranger Linda 
'Enge{ to create the first educationa{ 
curricu{um at Torrey 'Pines. 

the park system, that family culture still 
exists." But admits that maintaining the 
family feeling in urban parks where 
everything is "fast paced" is harder than 
it is for those living in the more rural 
parts of the state system. Quirk says, 
"the feeling in any particular park is 
dependent upon the larger culture around 
you." According to him, a major DPR 
shift came in the 80's with collective 
bargaining. "When the rangers became 
part of a union, that's where we began to 
see more focus on the peace officer side 
of the profession than the resource 
management side." 

Still, according to Quirk, California built 
its program on the national park model. 
"We are people people," he says. 
Today, DPR rangers are called upon to 
manage more people-- visitors, staff and 
volunteers -- as well as the natural 
resource, with an operating budget that 
is shrinking as I write. Ask TPSR 
Supervising Ranger Allyn Kaye if it's a 
challenge to stretch a budget and staff to 
cover the many needs of a beach park 
and nature reserve that are being loved 
to death by an adoring, if sometimes 
thoughtless, public. The need for 
volunteers in the parks is greater than 
ever before. -

Here in TPSR, rangers and docents have 
partnered to meet the needs of the 
resource and the public for more than 
forty years. L.M. 
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Next Membership Meeting-
July 20th-- 9 AM 

Program Coordinator Mary Knox Weir 
has arranged for a presentation by 
Therese Muranaka, the new southern 
district archeologist assigned to TPSR. 
Please welcome Therese and learn more 
about TPSR history. In August, Doug 
Lappi, Vice President ofTPA, will lead 
us in a discussion on his favorite TPSR 
subject- the Flintkote Trail. Doug 
wrote the TP A "Tidings" article in 
May's Torreyana. 
If you drive to the meeting, please 
carpool and park on the west side of 
the Lodge road south of the 
restrooms. Bring something to share 
at break time and, of course, bring 
your own reusable beverage cup. See 
you there! 

Docent News from the San Diego 
County Fair (formerly the Del Mar 
Fair). Congratulations to David 
Rightmer for having eight photos 
accepted in the heavily juried 
Photography Show. He got two awards 
and two of his photos are from Torrey 
Pines State Reserve! Look in the Gem 
and Mineral Show for Joanne Miale's 
jewelry designs. Joanne has three 
individual pieces and two half-case 
displays. She received awards including 
two pieces featuring Torrey Pines. The 
Fair continues through July 7, so stop by 
and see their work. 

Native plant nursery recommended by 
new docent Joyce Wangerin 
It's on Ortega Hwy, exactly 7 3/4 miles 
East oflnterstate 5 on the left 
(the sign is not oversized, so I highly 
recommend the mileage check method). 
They are open to the public on Fridays 
until4 p.m. Tree of Life Nursery, 33201 
Ortega Highway, San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 92693 
949-728-0685, FAX 949-728-0509 
They also carry a lot of books about 
native plants and information from and 
about the "California Native Plant 
Society". 

Attention Docents: Vernie McGowan 
reminds us -- when on desk duty at the 
Lodge, remember there are always a few 
extra current Torreyanas or Torrey 
Pinecones in the blue hanging file in the 
large bottom left-hand drawer at the 
front desk. Please give these to folks 
who seem interested in volunteering at 
the Reserve. If folks can't wait for the 
next docent training session , refer them 
to Ranger Gary Olson for volunteer 
opportunities now. 

Congratulations New Docents! 
Training Officer Don Grine tells us that 
nine trainees have finished their 
qualifications and will be badged at a 
future meeting: Ken King, Rustin Holec, 
Suzan Hohman, Bobbi Whitby, Paul 
Whitby, Barbara Sullivan, Joyce 
Wangerin, Victoria Schaffer and Leigh 
Rhett. 

To all members and volunteers with 
Internet access: I need your feedback! 
Please use the link on the Torrey Pine 
website to look at my map brochure for 
the Reserve. The descriptions were 
provided by Don Grine and other docent 
volunteers and I designed the maps. 
Please send your comments by e-mail to 
the address located at the bottom of the 
main page of the map brochure. I will try 
to respond to any questions within a 
week or at the next monthly meeting. 
Thank you, John Bennett. 

Recipe for Rosy Hotdogs/Meatballs 
adapted from a 1960s recipe by Peg 
Bracken 
Sauce: 8 oz tomato sauce & 16 oz of 
whole cranberry sauce 
The sauce will cover between one and 
two and a half pounds of hot dogs (or 
meatballs). Pour sauce over bite size 
pieces of hot dogs and simmer on the 
stove for 25 minutes. A jelly like grape 
or boysenberry can be substituted for the 
cranberry. Many of you asked for this 
recipe after it was served at one of our 
recent membership meetings. 

Excitement on SVR trail patrol: On 
Monday, June 17th, Cheryle de Witt and 
I were taking a walk along SVR. 

It was a calm, balmy evening. We were 
walking along, looking for the deer, or 
even the elusive mountain lion I 
mentioned in my talk, when I noticed 
some splashes of white powder on the 
road. I recognized this as a sign of the 
Hash House Harriers, a local running 
group. Suddenly, a large group of 
runners came by. The group seemed 
harmless enough until I saw that some 
were running into the lagoon, south of 
the Pump Station. Frantically, I tried 
calling the Lodge, but it was a busy 
beach evening, so no reply. Cheryle, in 
TPDS patrol gear, told some of the 
group that they should not be running 
into the lagoon as it is a sensitive area. 
This is a good lesson in how to do Trail 
Patrol! 

We got to the Pump Station, and 
watched about half the group tum 
around - probably those who listened to 
Cheryle. At this point, I told them the 
lagoon was a "Preserve". One male, 
wearing an HHH T -shirt, got in my face 
(at which point I took a photo of him). 
Then he proceeded, with others, to do a 
tum around. As he left, he called us 
"Eco-nazis." Within seconds, a woman, 
who was running back north up SVR 
road, decided to moon us - big time. I 
was shocked, but kept my cool and said 
"Beautiful," to which she made a rude 
reply. Oh, well, what an insightful 
encounter. 

Later, we met a couple with a dog off
leash. After advising them that it was not 
good to have a dog off-leash next to the 
Preserve, and trying to explain to them 
that there were nesting birds and deer in 
the lagoon, the male owner exclaimed 
that he felt he was okay because his dog 
was "trained." He also questioned our 
commenting on his dog being off-leash, 
since most of the SVR does not fall into 
parkjurisdiction. He was reminded that 
dogs are supposed to be on-leash at all 
times within the San Diego City limits. 

So, what is the lesson of this story? 
Expect the unexpected, have your 
camera ready, be aware that some 

(cont. on Page 6) 
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C"hv~ (cont. from Page 6) 
situations could turn nasty and that one 
should be very careful about talking to 
those who break the law! The good part 
of the evening was the discovery that the 
City has now put a barred gate, similar 
to the south gate at Torrey Pines, at the 
south closure of SVR. Diana Gordon. 

Hike Carmel Mountain with Diana 
Monday, July 1st, 5.30 PM 

Directions: From IS, go East on Carmel 
Valley Road. Go South on El Camino 
Real, which becomes Carmel Mountain 
Road. Tum left on East Ocean Air. Go to 
the end of this street, then left onto 
Fairport Way. Park in street near 
intersection with Shorepointe. There is a 
barred gate in front of a trail leading 
onto Carmel Mountain. This hike will 
help you understand why this area is so 
critical to preserving the wildlife 
corridor into TPSR. And, you might 
have an adventure like the one Diana 
describes above. 

Sail On By-The-Wind Sailors 
by Robyn Bianco 
photos by Barbara Wallach 

Were you lucky enough to see the little 
deep-blue creatures known as hydroids 
or by-the-wind sailors, distant cousins of 
the Portuguese man-of-war, that washed 
up on the Torrey Pines shoreline along 
with red crustaceans during the second 
weekofMay? 

After the children's program on May 8th, 
Barbara Wallach told a few of the 
docents of her amazing find. On her 
early morning beach walk, the shore 
seemed to be carpeted with tiny red 
"crabs" (actually galatheid). Apparently 
these tropical crustaceans had been 

carried from the coast of Baja by 
unusually warm ocean currents. Along 
with the "crabs," Barbara saw these very 
cute jellyfish-like creatures. Anita 
Musser identified them as by-the-wind 
sailors. Barbara offered to lead us on a 
beach hike and, not wanting to miss a 
rare opportunity to observe life from the 
"high seas," I followed her down the 
Lodge road and on to the beach. 

As we walked south towards Flat Rock, 
the shoreline took on an unusual sheen 
with the reflection of gelatinous bodies 
with cellophane-like fins looking like 
little sailboats. Formerly known as 
Velella velella, these hydroids had found 
their unfortunate mooring as a result of 

__ proJonged s_guthe!Jy wi~ds. Sk~~l~d
"sailors" tack to the left and are blown 
away from shore: during spring months, 
strong winds cause them to spin around 
rapidly and follow the wind tacking at a 
much closer angle. Even the strongest of 
by-the-wind sailors can be cast ashore. 

The excitement felt by this amazing 
discovery was paired with the sadness of 
knowing they were dying and would 
soon decompose. Their little internal 
skeletons would be floating away on the 
ocean breeze. I later learned that the 
nematocysts, or stinging "cells", are not 
powerful enough to penetrate human 
skin. 

As we reached Flat Rock, we took a 
second to reflect on just one more 
wondrous Torrey Pines moment before 
Margaret Fillius and I headed up the 
beach trail and Barbara returned along 
the beach. 
(Information resources: Websites for 
Scripps' Birch Aquarium and Monterey 
Bay Aquarium: "Between Pacific Tides " 
in the docent library.) 

"Other" Torrey trees 
by Don Grine 

John Torrey has several trees named 
after him in addition to Pinus torreyana. 
A genus with five closely related species 
in North America and eastern Asia is 
named Torreya. In California we have 
Torreya californica, the California 
Nutmeg, in the canyons of the northern 
Coast Ranges and on the western slope 
of the Sierras. It is an evergreen 
gymnosperm with needles, not in 
bundles like a pine, but in two rows 
along twigs. The fruit is one to 1.75 
inches long with a single woody seed 
covered by a thin fleshy envelope, like a 
real nutmeg. In Florida, the Torreya 
taxifolia (the Florida Torreya) , looks 
much like the California Nutmeg. The 
crushed needles and twigs have a strong 
odor similar to that of tomato leaves. 
The yellowish wood is also aromatic. A 
common name for the tree is "stinking 
cedar." The Florida tree is rare and has a 
very restricted range: it is protected 
under the U. S. Endangered 
Species Act. Torreya State Park, near 
Bristol, Florida, is named for the tree 
which occurs only on the bluffs ofthe 
Apalachicolla River. At the Park, 
visitors are told that the tree grows only 
there, in California, and in China. 
During a special walk at the TPSR for 
the Colonial Dames of America, Mrs. 
Charlotte Scherman told me that she 
thought that the Torrey pine grew 
naturally in Florida. She checked it by a 
visit to the Florida Park and found that 
old Torrey had several trees named after 
him. She would make a good Docent! 

Gourd-decorating Workshop 
July 13-9 AM 

Don't forget the July 13 workshop 
led by Barbara Wallach and Judy 

Schulman. Activities begin at 
9 AM, sharp. Gourds make 
wonderful gifts! Bring your 

imagination, along with a large 
needle, scissors, marking pens, 

and a bag lunch. 

, 
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Superintendent's Message: 
Bad News, Good News 

A common superstition holds that 
bad luck events come in threes. 
First, the bad news. 

The State of California operates on a 
fiscal year ending on June 301

h. This 
fiscal year has been difficult financially 
for State Parks, and for our San Diego 
Coast District in particular. Given 
California's twenty-four billion dollar 
deficit, next year will be no better, and 
quite possibly much worse for our local 
State parks. 

It has also been a difficult year locally 
because we have recently undergone a 
transition of top-level park management. 
And now, due to an extended training 
assignment for our new District 
Superintendent Ronilee Clark, I have 
been assigned to lead us through the next 
several months. 

Come this October, because of the 
idiosyncrasies of collective bargaining 
and retirement formulas , State Parks will 
face an unprecedented mass retirement 
of rangers, lifeguards and park 
superintendents. 

A seriously troubled economy, the 
unsettling effects of a transitional 
management, and critical staffing 
shortages . . . Now, the good news. 

Torrey Pines State Reserve, the staff, the 
volunteers, Torrey Pines Docent Society, 
Torrey Pines Association, visitors, and 
the neighboring community are 
steadfastly and resolutely determined to 
see that this thoroughly unique and most 
wondrous place will survive and thrive 
for the health and well-being of our 
grandchildren ' s grandchildren. 

The persistent troubles that consume so 
much of the time and energy of park 
managers, such as myself, have the side 
effect of sometimes creating a 
communication vacuum. In writing this 
message I am hoping to fill this void and 
dispel the rumors and fears occupying 
the space. 

One fear I have heard concerns the 
Torrey Pines Docent Society contract 
with State Parks. There is absolutely no 
truth to the rumor that this partnership is 
in jeopardy. We need each other more 
than ever before to accomplish our 
collective mission. In particular I cannot 
say enough about the tremendous and 
profound job the docents are doing by 
reaching out to children and adults 
through our well-organized 
education/interpretive programs. 

Another fear I have heard involves 
intellectual property rights. It is 
unfortunate that the legalistic, 
proprietary language contained in the 
State Volunteer Service Agreement has 
troubled some of our valued and most 
creative volunteers. I urge anyone who 
has personal concerns with this 
document to call me, so we can craft 
language specific to individual 
intellectual property rights. This should 
provide individuals the same protections 
that State Parks is seeking for its 
properties. 

S o, I would come back to 
communication. Call me. Write 
me. Speak your concerns to staff, 

and those members of the Torrey Pines 
Docent Society and the Torrey Pines 
Association who know me. And please, 
do not ever give up fighting for the 
protection of this jewel of the California 
Coast, and against all the multitudinous, 
deleterious, external threats that are 
ever-present and requiring our constant 
vigilance. 

~ 2edW 
Superintendent 
San Diego Coast District 

Tc~ P~ Rt#JW,l_ 
by Morgan (John) Spiess 

Between suburbia and the sea, 
There isn 't much left that ' s wild and 
free. 
Very few places look the same, 
As they did before the developers came. 

Between here and Los Angeles, there's 
hardly a spot 
That hasn ' t turned into a parking lot. 
Barely a trace is left of the past, 
And what little there is, it 's fading quite 
fast. 

Yet there is one place where you still can 
see, 
Some space that looks like it used to be. 
Not far from the freeway, overlooking 
the ocean, 
An oasis of sorts, amidst all the 
commotion. 

It's almost an island, apart from the fray, 
Where things seem clearer, from farther 
away. 
A true sanctuary, both quiet and holy, 
Where time hasn' t stopped, but it moves 
much more slowly. 

We went there a lot, when I was a kid, 
And today it still looks pretty much as it 
did. 
It seemed no big deal, a hill quite like 
the rest, 
None of us dreamed there'd be North 
City West. 

But today, looking back, it ' s a good 
thing they saved, 
Those few acres of trees, before it got 
paved. 
Because once it's gone, there 's no way 
to borrow, 
A bit of the past, to keep for tomorrow. 

Ranger Hackett read this poem at the 
June TPDS meeting, saying he 'd had it 
taped to his locker through all the years 
he's been assigned here. According to 
Sally Spiess, her son wrote the poem 
sometime during a campaign to save the 
Extension lands. Morgan was born in 
1951 and graduated from La Jolla High 
School. L.M 
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July 2002 Docent Duty Calendar 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY INEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDA 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
L R. MILLER L MARGUUES L TORREY L CAMPBEUL l 'M:NMAN L 

w KILLERMAN w BRAV 
L VOGa L SACKS L RANOOLPH L L GAARDER L 

w HOHMAN w KILLERMI>l'J 
L L 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
L CHAFFEE L R.MILLER L TAL.BERTS L IV!#'( L KATZ L BEYER L J. SMITH 
w CASSELL w FERGUSON 
L L DOOLITTlE L TEMPLIN L STIEGLER L HAUER L SUULIVAN L CORNFOR" 
w KAMEN w TMIALSKI 
L BUSS ... L BLISS 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 MEETING 
L SUULIVAN L RANDOLPH L MARGUUES L IV!#'( L GRANTHAM L BEYER L SCHULMAN 
w D.MIULER w 
L L MARSHAll. L DIXON L PFLEEGER L PFLEEGER L B.W-HBY L SCHULMAN 
w HOHMAN w STIEGLER 
L ANASIS L 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
L GRAIN L KATZ L TAL.BERTS L D.MIULER L B. VvHireY L TORREY L J.SMirn 
w CASSELL w FERGUSON 
L SACKS L OOOU111.E L ~FI...IN L IAOODV'.ORTH L HAUER L STIELS L CORNFORll 
w KAMEN WINCHEUL w BRAV 
L L GEIST 

28 29 30 31 Duty Coonfjnator. Ann Campbell (858) 755-1934 
L CHAFFEE L RANDOLPH L TORREY L Hours: lodge Daily 10- 1, 1-4 
w D. MILLER Sat/Sun/Holidays: Lodge 9-12,12-3, 3-6 
L L lfi.ENMAN L DIXON L STIIELS \Nalks: 9:30, 1:30 
w TMIALSKI If you cannot do your duty, please arrange 
L ANASIS yolK cr.vn substitute. 

~ ~ u fk4 s~ ~ ~-~ t4u i44ue ad u1JetUde u.~ ~ ~ tk 
~~tk7PDS~. L.11t. 

Torrey Pines Docent Society 
P.O. Box 2414 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
(858) 755-2063 

ZIP~ 
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