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Here today and gone tomorrow? 
Text and photo by Wesley M. Farmer 
 

The mile-long stretch of beach from Lifeguard Tower 
One south to beyond Flat Rock changes with the seasons, 
especially from summer to winter, and presents beautiful images 
whenever I walk there. 

During the summer, the beach is plump with sand that 
warms the feet of those walking barefoot.  Particularly after 3 
p.m., the sun bathes the sea cliffs with a warm light that radiates 
upon the beach hikers.  All seems peaceful, and the cliffs seem 
warm and content. During winter, when rains fall upon the 
Reserve and beach, changes take place.  Imagine an inch of rain 
falling upon the Reserve.  If the rain does not soak into the 

ground, 
much of 
it will 
flow to 
the beach 
from Big 
Basin, 
Canyon 
of the 
Swifts, or 
even 
Animal 
Canyon.  
Flowing, 
seeping 

water leaches out colorful silts fro m the ground.  Silts flow to the 
cliff and spill over in large waterfalls and small trickles.  These 
meander over the face of the sea cliffs leaving lines of color.  
When the meandering trickles of thick or thin silts and mud reach 
the beach, they tend to flow outward, filling depressions in the 

sand left behind by beach walkers with the colors of that 
particular flow.  Colorful silts of brown, cream, orange, red, tan 
and yellow wend their way toward the ocean waves. 

The orange silt gave me an idea to make a Halloween 
card.  The pumpkin-orange silt reached the beach and flowed 
toward the sea.  High up within the Reserve is a Torrey Pine Tree 
that has a Witches Broom.  Well, the witch spilled her pumpkin 
soup, and it flowed all the way down Fatman's Misery and 
Canyon of the Swifts to spill upon the beach.  

These colorful silts are a natural resource that will be 
gone after a high tide or two.  Why not mix some into an oil paint 
base and paint a landscape?  Using authentic Reserve silts to paint 
the Torrey Pines sea cliffs would be a real hoot.  Only during, and 
right after, the rainstorm can one capture these images since, as 
they dry out, the bright colors change, becoming muted and tan.  
Prior to the rains, the cliff face presents sandstone in a variety of 
tan colors, with a little pink and red.  With rain, the face of the sea 
cliff takes on an entirely different personality. 

Be aware that during winter, the cliffs now laden with 
rainwater will - bit by bit, piece by piece - drop to the beach.  Call 
it landslide, cleaving to the beach, slumping, or falling suddenly.  
Whatever you call it, the parts of the cliff that lean back from the 
beach are not as dangerous as those that overhang the beach.  The 
former will slump down the face of the sea cliff and pile up at the 
base.  Few sandstone rocks find their way out to the beach with 
this kind of slump.  The latter, however, fall down a few feet out 
from the base of the sea cliff.  This  is much more dangerous than 
the former.  Simply look up and make your judgment whether to 
venture toward the base of such a cliff. 

        (Continued on page three, “Here today ...”) 
 

Sometimes the art found on Torrey Pines State Beach gets a 
little help from visitors to the Reserve, like the “Rock Totems” 
pictured at left.  This photograph was taken by Wes Farmer 
on January 24, 2005.    
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This issue of Torreyana  had coordination help from 
the new Publications Committee Chair, Roger 
Isaacson.  Another Committee member, Carroll 
Allman, edited the feature story by Wes Farmer.  
They are members of the new group helping us sort 
out our publication needs by surveying you, our 
membership.  You can help by completing the 
enclosed survey, and mailing it back by March 13.  
  As usual, many thanks to Walt Desmond for 
taking time to focus his extremely talented and 
critical eye on these pages before the printer sees 
them.  More thanks to Vernie McGowan for 
organizing the whole shebang and getting it in the 
mail to the TPDS membership.                
    
    Linda Martin, Editor 
 

 
 
The Torreyana  is published bi-monthly by the 
Torrey Pines Docent Society.  Print copies of 
this newsletter are mailed to members of the 
Docent Society, members of Torrey Pines 
Association, and some elected officials of San 
Diego City and County, and the city of Del Mar.  
Contact the Torrey Pines Docent Society at PO 
Box 2414, Del Mar, CA 92014, or phone (858) 
755-2063. 
 

© 2005 Torrey Pines Docent Society 
All rights reserved.  

 
 

Torrey Pines Docent Society 
Change’s constituency? 
 
 When I was recruited for this job, I recall being told 
not to worry, that it would really be the same thing once a 
month, every month.  I didn’t really believe that—but still was 
struck at our Board meeting last week  
by how many new things—changes—are going on.  But 
everything's going so well—what happened to "If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it"?  
 A place with trees that have been here for 40,000 
years, geology for 25 or 40 million years—can it be changing???  
Then 20 inches of rain washing out trails, starting waterfalls, 
turning the whole reserve green remind us that transformation 
has never ceased at TPSR. The State budget crunch, urban 
encroachment, increase in visitors, plans to change Parks 
personnel duties to Homeland Security, more and more exotic 
species threatening our natives; Oh yes, and what will we do 
about a meeting place, the bark beetles, the impossibility of 
safely "Sharing the Road?”  I guess there are a lot of changes 
going on in our apparently peaceful, immutable corner of San 
Diego.   
 So that explains our adjustments—how they’re 
happening, why we need them.   
 You will soon notice, if you haven’t already: exotic plant 
removal (our passionate weeders continuing a long fierce 
campaign); a committee reviewing the bylaws; a proposal for an 
endowment fund; docent participation in trail maintenance and 
interpretive trail patrol; a bookstore policy committee, 50 or so 
new trainees to go along with last year’s class of 40; changes in 
our website; new volunteer and association agreements; even new 
duty hour sheets; and  a new publications committee.  "It ain’t 
broken"—far from it, many things are the best they’ve ever 
been, but we need to keep “fixing it" to keep it from getting 
broken.     
 Please take part in our continuous improvements—with 
new ideas, with your participation in these new activities and 
committees, with adjustments you recommend from your own 
experience and expertise—these are what will keep our Society 
supporting our Reserve as changes inevitably go on. 
 IDEA:  Here’s a good way to start.  This Torreyana 
issue includes a survey from the Publications Committee about 
docents’ reading habits, wishes and needs.  Please take a few 
minutes to respond.  Help this creative group come up with 
communications and policy for the future. 
 

   Walt Desmond, President 
   Torrey Pines Docent Society 
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Here today and gone tomorrow? (continued from page 1) 
Winter tides are very high during pre-dawn hours and 

also bring changes.  A tide that is normally seven feet, 
accompanied by a winter storm, might surge up to eight or nine 
feet.  Waves then cut into the base of the sea cliffs and move the 
summer sand offshore.  After a few of these tides, there may not 
be any sand left upon a particular stretch of beach.  Siltstones 
underfoot, devoid of sand, reveal the precious fossils that are now 
exposed and that, later, will be washed away by the winter tides.  
Why not document and place on display at the lodge these fossil 
plants and animals and even share the shell geodes that 
periodically are seen in the broken siltstones?   

Keep in mind that today’s low tide will present these 
rocks in one manner, and the day after the next high tide, the same 
rocks are tumbled this way and that.  During another walk at the 
next low tide, the rocks might be turned over 180 degrees and 
present still another side of their story. 

Stand on Little Flat Rock and look down.  In the south 
side of the rock, there is an imbedded carbonized log.  The 
sandstone that covers the fossil log has a different appearance 
than the sandstone next to it.  Look at the ends, and you can see 
the carbonized plant and the diameter of the log.  Wonder if 
anyone made a determination of the cellular structure?  It is a 
dicotyledonous plant - one that has tree rings. 

A thin section would show the tree rings, and one could 
see how well the living tree drank, from the distance between the 
spring and summer wood - a discovery to be made before the tides 
slowly erode it away.  The fossil tree in Little Flat Rock has a 
story to tell us – one our grandchildren can read about if we apply 
some laboratory methodology and write it up. 

Above the base of the sea cliff, the rock contains plant 
molds, seen as brown stains around a space where the plant 
resided sometime during the past 45,000,000 to 53,000,000 years.  
Some ancient plants were burrowed by beetles or grubs.  The 
burrows filled with silt or sand when the plant itself was covered 
with sediment.  Plants in the siltstone usually have the linings of 
shipworms, bivalve mollusks.  The shipworm burrows in wood.  
When the burrow is 10 inches long, the mollusk is mature and 
lines its burrow with white calcium. 

Look for shell geodes in newly eroded mudstones with 
oyster shells.  If the two valves of the oyster’s shell are still intact 
and not fil led by silt, there might be crystals within.  Crystals 
lin ing the inside of the shell in colors of green, orange, cola, and 
transparent quartz-like shades that are softer than one’s fingernail 
and only an inch or two wide. 

Every time I walk at Torrey Pines State Beach, there is 
something to photograph and document.  After all, it is here 
today, and may be gone tomorrow.   

Lagoon Day celebration March 30 
 
 Del Mar celebrates its third annual San Dieguito Lagoon 
Day, Wednesday, March 30.  The evening event will be held at 
The Powerhouse Community Center, beginning with a 7:00 PM 
presentation by Mike Kelly, land conservationist and well-known 
member of the Friends of Los Pen?asquitos Canyon Preserve.  His 
topic is  "Biological Invaders:  Plants and Animals, the Latest 
Threat to the San Dieguito Lagoon and River Valley." According 
to Kelly, other than land development, invasive exotic plants are 
considered the greatest hazard to native habitats. 
 The event is free of charge, and light refreshments will 
be served from 6:30 to 7:00 PM.  Come early and enjoy a display 
of children’s art inspired by a visit to the lagoon. The Powerhouse 
is located at 1658 Coast Blvd. in Del Mar.  
 Other activities that day include a 1 PM  children’s poetry 
reading at Earth-Song Bookstore, 1440 Camino Del Mar.  At 3:30 
PM, the Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley will dedicate 
new interpretive signs installed at the Grand Avenue Bridge, 
including one created by the late Alice Goodkind, artist, musician, 
and founder of the Friends. For more information, contact: Jan 
McMillan (858) 755-7354 or jan.mcmillan@att.net 

 
Los Angeles Times writer David Reyes called it the 
“Invasion of the Jumbo Squid” when about 1,500 
Humboldt squid washed up on Orange County 
beaches.  The giant mollusks appeared on Torrey 
Pines Beach, as well.  Wes Farmer saw this  
similar “invasion” in Baja, ca 1992.   
 

Thanks to our supporting merchant donors –  
 The Children's Program and Native Plants 
Preservation Program of Torrey Pines Reserve wish to 
thank the following merchants for their donation of 
plastic grocery bags for use by the Weeding Team and 
Jr. Park Volunteers. These groups are responsible for 
the removal of invasive crystalline ice-plant along the 
Guy Fleming Trail.  
  JIMBO'S of Del Mar 
  BARONS of Del Mar 
  HENRY'S of Poway 
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The power of rain 
Text and graphic s by Maryruth Cox 

 
 One afternoon last November, we escaped into the broad 
valley of Torrey Pines Extension.  It had rained that morning, but now 
a brisk wind chased cream-puff clouds through the washed-blue sky.  
Pungent smells rose from the spicy sage, and a sea breeze hummed 
through the needles of the old pines on the hill. 
 In the canyon we were protected from the wind; the sun was 
warm on our backs as we followed the smooth hard trail:  no 
footprints yet. 
 We heard water running in the wash.  Just above the tennis 
courts, the gully was full of sand brought down the valley by the 
storm. 
 Up the canyon, the path was lined with little green seedlings 
of sage and sunflower.  Sea dahlia, a rampant filigree of green, hung 
from the banks of the big cleft.  At the top of the ridge, a sharp wind 
caught at us, and we could see the wild ocean, roiled with whitecaps, 
leaping before the northwest wind. 
 It was spring!  In November!  Usually we must wait until 
February for the annual rebirth, but this year five inches of rain had 
fallen in October and now, a month later, the land was green and 
growing.  A year ago in November the Extension was dry and brown, 
and two years ago, only 3.2" of rain fell during the entire year.   This 
year we have had more than 12" of rain in only four months.  
 Why the difference?   
 Our storms are created by the instability of cold air in the 
northern Pacific as it tries to slip under warm air from the south.  The 
rotation of the earth forces the winds in these storms to blow in 
circular paths, forming cyclones.  This generates the jet stream, a 
giant river of air that flows from west to east in the high atmosphere.  
Storms ride to the east on the great waves of the jet stream as it flaps 
wildly north and south.  Most of the time the jet stream, and thus the 
storms, travel east through northern U.S. and southern Canada, 
bypassing San Diego (see figure 1).   But this year, at the end of 
December, the jet stream, for unknown reasons, turned abruptly south 
at Canada and headed straight down the Pacific Coast, bringing heavy 
rains to central and southern California.  Was this a result of El Nin?o?  
Perhaps.  We do not understand yet the complex phenomena that 
produce our weather. 
 In January, the annuals are vigorous; the ground is squishy; 
streams still flow through the Extension.  Everywhere plants and 
animals are busy taking advantage of the water bonus.   
 The land is alive again! 
 
According to the San Diego Union-Tribune, the current 
rainfall season is now the third-wettest recorded since 
record-keeping began in 1850. Although other areas of the 
county recorded much higher numbers, as of February 14,  
Lindbergh Field recorded total rainfall of 19.64 inches for 
the 2004-2005 season.   Reports of funnel clouds, sinkholes 
and La Jolla homes threatened by mudslides contributed to 
San Diego Mayor Dick Murphy’s declaration of a local “state 
of emergency” –  the first step in seeking state and federal 
aid. AccuWeather records Del Mar’s rainfall at 14.31 inches 
for the same period.  Ed. 
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Birds of Torrey Pines State Reserve - February 2005 
 

 
Red-throated Loon 1 
Common Loon 3 
Pied-billed Grebe 4 
Western Grebe 50 
Clark's Grebe 1 
Brown Pelican 3 
Brandt's Cormorant 1 
Double-crested Cormorant 
6 
Great Blue Heron 4 
Great Egret 4 
Snowy Egret 8 
White-faced Ibis 75 
Gadwall 8 
Wigeon 35 

Mallard 9 
Blue-winged Teal 2 
Cinnamon Teal 1 
Northern Shoveler 24 
Northern Pintail 42 
Green-winged Teal 13 
Lesser Scaup 6 
Bufflehead 8 
Ruddy Duck 3 
White-tailed Kite 4 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 4 
American Kestrel 1 
Peregrine Falcon 1 
California Quail 1 
American Coot 12 
Black-bellied Plover 3 
Snowy Plover 8 
Killdeer 3 
American Avocet 2 
Willet 43 
Whimbrel 1 
Marbled Godwit 3 
Sanderling 24 

Western Sandpiper 30 
Dunlin 1 
Heermann's Gull 18 
Ring-billed Gull 24 
California Gull 301 
Western Gull 8 
Royal Tern 2 
Forster's Tern 1 
Rock Dove 2 
Mourning Dove 18 
Great Horned Owl (H) 
White-throated Swift 10 
Anna's Hummingbird 32 
Costa's Hummingbird 1 
Belted Kingfisher 2 
Red-naped Sapsucker 1 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 1 
Northern Flicker 8 
Black Phoebe 6 
Say's Phoebe 5 
Cassin's Kingbird 8 
Scrub Jay 2 
American Crow 9 

Common Raven 10 
Rough-winged Swallow 1 
Bushtit (with nesting 
material) 31 
Bewick's Wren 8 
House Wren 2 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2 
California Gnatcatcher 3 
Hermit Thrush 5 
Wrentit 11 
California Thrasher 6 
Starling 3 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
45 
Common Yellowthroat 1 
Spotted Towhee 6 
California Towhee 11 
Song Sparrow 20 
White-crowned Sparrow 
13 
Dark-eyed Junco 1 
Red-winged Blackbird 110 
Brewer's Blackbird 19 
House Finch 33 

Lesser Goldfinch 3 
House Sparrow 1 
 
Unusual species: 
 
Rock Wren 1 
Jaeger 1 (pictured at left) 
Sage Thrasher 1  
 
Observers: Jane and 
Hank Baele, Kathy 
Estey, Don Grine, 
Blair Francis, Jack 
Friery, Gary 
Grantham, Will Çox, 
and David Blue.  
Weather: About 75% 
overcast, cool (low 
60's), Low tide, 
Lagoon open, 
Westerly wind

   

. 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
 
Text and photo by David Blue 
 
The Rufous-crowned Sparrow is a characteristic bird of the 
coastal sage scrub, preferring steep rocky slopes with sparse brush 
intermixed with grassy areas. Although a common year-round 
resident of Torrey Pines State Reserve, it is easily missed because 
it spends most of its time foraging within the scrub. Even the 
highly skilled observers who conduct monthly surveys here, and 
specifically look for this species, miss it almost half the time. 
 
However, when they do appear, they are often quite tame and may 
approach closely. Once, when I had parked my car up against the 
hill at the lower parking lot and was retrieving something from the 
trunk, I was surprised to see a Rufous-crowned Sparrow hop out 
of the brush and into the car through the front door I had left open. 
When I went up to see what it was doing, I discovered that it had 
hopped under the front seat. It must have found some great 
crumbs, because it remained there for at least a full minute! Guess 
I’m going to have quit eating in the car…or perhaps not. 
 
Unfortunately, the habitat of the Rufous-crowned Sparrow on the 
San Diego coast is continually being destroyed for urban 

development. Here in the reserve, we have managed to preserve 
some of that rapidly dwindling habitat. One of the best places to 
observe this friendly little sparrow is on the sea side of the Guy 
Fleming Trail above the cliffs (where this photo was taken). 

 
 

 



Torreyana    6 

Docent Chronicles – March 2005 
 

 
March 19 – Dual membership 
meeting and docent training 

session on the birds of Torrey 
Pines with Barbara Coffin Moore  

 
Presentation – 9 AM 

Refreshment/social break – 10 AM 
Docents’ business meeting – 10:30-

Trainees’ “Birding field walks” – 10:30 
 
 

 On March 19, the TPDS 
membership, along with the 2005 docent 
training class, will enjoy Barbara Moore’s 
wonderful session on the JIZZ of birds.  
Jizz means the General Shape and Size 
and comes from WWII plane spotters who 
had to know the general shape and size of 
enemy aircraft. 
 Moore is the Programs Manager 
at Chula Vista Nature Center and co-
author of the popular “Walking San 
Diego” book, available in the Lodge 
Interpretive Center.   
 Please plan to arrive early, as 
seating will be limited.  Carpool, if 
possible, and remember to park along the 
west side of the Lodge Road, south of the 
public restrooms.  Please bring a re-usable 
beverage container, and a brunch-type 
snack to share with our trainees. 
 
Highlights from the February 19, 
2005 General Meeting 
(From Secretary Steve Usher’s minutes) 
 
Board President Walter Desmond called 
the business meeting to order at 10:45 AM   
 
* Laura Lowenstein received the Docent 
of the Month award for her outstanding 
work with the Children’s Program as well 
as her ongoing service to the reserve. In 
keeping with tradition, Laura was not 
present. 
* Walt told us the cupboard supplies are 
for the use of all docents. If supplies are 
used, please notify Jane or Bob Talbert so 
items can be replenished. 
* Steve and Sharon Rose reported that the 
Library has acquired copies of “Gray 
Whales,” “Plant Portraits by Valentien,” 
“Oaks of California” and a DVD on Anza 
Borrego. These items are now available in 
the Library. Of particular note is  “Plant 

Portraits” as the original 1,600 watercolors 
were commissioned by Ellen Browning 
Scripps. 
* Barbara Wallach reported that the 
Children’s Program still needs volunteers. 
The rainy weather wreaked havoc with the 
schedule and alternate dates are being 
considered for walks that had to be 
cancelled. Docents scheduled for CP walks 
should liaise with Laura Lowenstein 
regarding the weather on their assigned 
days. 
* Darlene Farnes introduced the new and 
improved Duty Sheets for logging 
volunteer hours. An example will be in the 
box to help Docents with the new form. 
The new sheets are very flexible and a vast 
improvement over the previous forms. We 
are all indebted to Darlene for simplifying 
the recording of our duty hours. 
* Victoria Schaffer heads up a committee 
that is revising and updating the Society 
By-laws and Standing Rules. The process 
needs to be complete by the next Annual 
Meeting in November. 
* Theo Tanalski will head the committee 
of judges for the Science Fair on March 
16. The Society will award six prizes of a 
$100 savings bond to worthy students. 
Winners will be asked to present their 
projects to a future Society meeting. Theo 
asked for volunteers to help with the 
judging. 
* Victoria Schaffer, working with many 
other experienced docents,  has updated 
the Lodge Manual outlining the duties and 
procedures for Lodge Docents. The 
Manual is in the binder at the Lodge desk. 
Nancy Woodworth said there is a new 
Bookstore price list in the binder as well. 
* Cecily Goode asked for volunteers for 
the weeding program. It is estimated that 
up to 100 new exotics are introduced to 
San Diego County every day. While the 
wildflowers are particularly beautiful this 
year, an aggressive weeding program is 
necessary if the wildflowers are to 
flourish. Vernie McGowen passed around 
bagged examples of the most notorious 
exotics. Finally, Marge Stettbacher 
distributed a “call to arms ” in support of 
Ellen Browning Scripps vision for the 
Reserve. 
* The highlight of the meeting was a brief 
history of the Torreyana by Judy 
Schulman, tracing the roots of our revered 
newsletter back to November 1975. Over 

the years, 16 brave souls have served as 
the Torreyana’s editor with stints as short 
as one month and as long as six years 
(Marion Dixon). It has progressed from a 
one page, single spaced sheet to the 
sophisticated masterpiece we enjoy today 
under the editorship of Linda Martin. The 
Torreyana now alternates each month with 
the Pinecone and is currently available on 
our WebPages – in full color.  (Go to 
www.torreypine.org.)  As ever, Judy 
educated us while entertaining us in 
providing an enhanced appreciation of the 
Torreyana. 
 
Report from the staff, by  
Ranger Gary Olson 
 
* Ranger Olson reported that the trails are 
closed for both the protection of visitors as 
well as the trails themselves. The rainy 
weather has made the trails very slippery 
for runners and walkers alike. Moreover,  
continued use will erode the top soil, 
making the trails more vulnerable to 
erosion. The overhang on the beach access 
remains dangerous and the trail will likely 
be closed for another two-three months. 
Violators of the restricted access are being 
ticketed. 
* For all volunteers in the Trail Patrol 
program, CPR training is available at 
Southwestern College for a fee of $10. 
* Ranger Olson announced future events 
of interest to docents, including: 
 - Up to three special sessions in 
the coming year on Interpretive 
Photography. Experienced nature 
photographers will join with the Rangers 
on nature walks focusing on improving 
both photography and interpretive skills. 
All docents are welcome. 
 - In the summer and early 
autumn , look for Night Walks under the 
Full Moon for docents.  These walks will 
serve as rehearsals for public Night Walk 
fundraisers. 
 - Presentations by Ranger Dan 
Kraft on raptors and Alicia Burt on snakes. 
Ms. Burt’s program was one of the 
highlights of the 
CY2004 training 
program.  She returns by 
popular demand. 
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Staff report, continued.  
 
 - Earth Day will be a very low-
key event at the Reserve this year. The 
DPR is downplaying events at individual 
locations in favor of a larger countywide 
event. Accordingly, TPSR is likely to limit 
its activities to a Volunteer Day for 
weeding or some other appropriate project.   
 - Ranger Olson requests that all 
docents  sign a new Volunteer in Park 
(VIP) agreement at the March meeting. 
The wording of the new agreement 
specifically permits licensing agreements 
for intellectual property. The DPR has 
requested that all volunteers sign the new 
agreement, even if they had already signed 
the old agreement. 
 

Tidings from 
TPA 
by Doug Lappi 
 
 By the time you 
read this, the Torrey 
Pines Association will 
have celebrated its 55th 
Anniversary, by holding 
its Annual Meeting 
February 27 at the 
Martin Johnson House, 
Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography.  Fifty-
five years!  That’s a long time, and 
the things that the Association has 
accomplished during that time are so 
many—  let me just project the 
highlights of the meeting. 
 The biggest will be the 
presentation of the first Guy Fleming 
Award.  It’s time to recognize those 
people who have contributed greatly 
to the health of Torrey Pines State 
Reserve.  TPA has created the Guy 
Fleming Award, named after that 
seminal figure in the preservation of 
these grand trees.  The award, a 
beautiful laser-etched glass piece, will 
go to John and Mary Ann Shelton, 
who provided a home for TPSR-
related documents and records for so 
many years.  John comes by his work 
in the TPA honestly, as they say, 
since his father, along with Guy 
Fleming, was one of the 
organization’s  founders. Mary Ann 
joined him keeping these records 
straight, and the story that touches 
me is the writing of thank you notes 
to each of the contributors to the 
purchase of the Extension land.  Since 
I was up in the Extension this 
morning, negotiating with care the 
rain-ravaged trails, but luxuriating in 
the view of the Marsh and the 
headland beyond, I thank John and 
Mary Ann, along with all those others 
that preserved this beautiful area. 
 We will acknowledge the 
contributions of four Counselors 
leaving the Board, individuals who 
have given their time unselfishly, 
generously.  Diana Gordon was a 
major force in the Sorrento Valley 
Road story, and is currently involved 
in many important environmental 

efforts involving the Los Peñasquitos 
Lagoon.  John Quirk resigned for a 
good reason: he has become director 
of a National Park!  And what a Park 
it is -- the Jazz National Historical 
Park in New Orleans.  I am certainly 
planning my visit. 
 Two more Counselors are 
leaving after spending a full nine 
years, the maximum time (served 
continuously) permitted in TPA 
bylaws.  These are people who have 
made tremendous contributions 
during their terms.  Courtney Ann 
Coyle, an extremely influential 
environmental lawyer in San Diego 
and in California, has given the Board 
that important legal view of issues 
over the years; I personally value 
those opinions greatly.  Her work on 
the Sorrento Valley Road project was 
fundamentally important, and is just 
one of many projects to which she 
has contributed.  
 Then there is Bill Evarts.  Bill, 
the author of Torrey Pines: Landscape 
and Legacy , is the featured speaker at 
the Annual Meeting.  What a treat!  
Bill and all of these Counselors 
represent that key ingredient to the 
success of any organization -- 
institutional memory.  We cannot 
afford to lose that knowledge of the 
battles , the victories, and  losses of 
the past.  When we give the Guy 
Fleming Award, we express our desire 
to keep that link with what has gone 
before.  In this way, we hope to 
continue our successful preservation 
of the Torrey pine. 
 
Doug Lappi is President of the Torrey 
Pines Association.

2005 Torrey Pines Docent 
Training Schedule 

 
February 26 – Introduction and 

Overview 
March 5 -- Geology of Torrey 

Pines 
March 12 – The Torrey Pine & 

Flowers of the Reserve 
March 19 – General Meeting:  

Birds of Torrey Pines 
April 2 - Lodge Duties & 

Procedures 
April 9 – History of Torrey Pines 

April 23 – Earth Day 
April 30 – Tracking  

May 7 – Interpretation to the 
Public 

May 14 – Insects & Spiders  
June 18 – General Meeting & 
Graduation of Class of 2005 

 
For additional information, consult: 

www.torreypine.org 
Torrey Pines State Reserve at 858-

755-2063 
or TPDS Training Coordinator Mike 

Cornforth at 858-509-9403  
or TPDS Training Coordinator Janie 

Killermann at 858-509-9632 
 

Calling all docents – come help with 
the training sessions.  Refresh your 
knowledge of the resource and meet 

these enthusiastic wannabes!   
You’ll be glad you did!! 

 




