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Next General Meeting 
July 10, 2010  9 a.m. 

 
St Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Rec Hall 
334 14th St 
Del Mar 

 
Program: Ken Hedges, Emeritus 
Curator of California Collections for 
the San Diego Museum of Man 
(retired in 2008.)  He will briefly 
introduce the Diegueño/Ipai culture 
and give us a fully illustrated 
presentation of native plants uses.  
Uses include food, medicine, 
ceremony and for manufacturing 
and construction.  
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Almost Everything about 
Adobe 
by Lou Adamo 
The meeting presentation, “How to 
build and how not to build in adobe: 
A Case Study of the Torrey Pines 
Lodge,” by Ione R Stiegler, AIA, was 
Adobe 101 for docents. It was both a 
confirmation of the validity of 
traditional techniques and a 
cautionary tale about departing from 
tradition in the absence of knowledge 
of the principles underlying tradition.   

 
Photo by Herb Knufken 
Stiegler’s firm specializes in 
historical adobe structures—1820-
1880.  The Torrey Pines Lodge (now 
referred to as the “Museum Store”) is 
“modern,” built in 1922.  But the 
material and techniques have a 

history dating from 8000 years ago, 
with many varieties of earthen 
construction.  In the world’s drier 
regions today, 30% of the population 
lives in such construction, largely 
coincident with seismically active 
regions. 
Stiegler surveyed the nature of adobe 
construction: mechanics of its use, 
material properties, destructive 
processes, repair methods, and finally 
its use at Torrey Pines.  
Adobe is composed of 20% 
(minimum) silt and clay and 80% 
(maximum) sand.  Sand, of course, 
feels gritty when rubbed between 
your fingers; the finer silt and clay 
feel like flour.  If the particle mix is 
right, with water added, you can roll a 
“rope” of the mixture between your 
hands and it hangs down freely, 5 to 
15 cm, without breaking off. 
The traditional adobe block 
construction uses thick, self-
supporting, walls and if any mortar is 
used, it is made of the same mix as 
the blocks. Protection against rain is 
provided by stucco composed of the 
same mix plus lime.  This protective 
stucco is refreshed with an annual 
recoating of lime whitewash.  While 
the stucco resists water, it is 
permeable and allows moisture in the 
block to evaporate.  The system 
“breathes” and can expel water that 
may occasionally enter the wall either 
at the roof, through the stucco or 
cracks in it, or at the ground level. 

The wall is protected from moisture 
contact at ground level by a rock 
foundation. 
The three design elements—
foundation block, mortar, and 
stucco—adhere to each other 
immediately and continue to do so, 
regardless of temperature changes 
and passage of time because they 
share the same coefficient of thermal 
expansion. 
The knowledge of the chemistry and 
science of adobe construction brings 
us to “modern” innovations and 
repair and maintenance of our 1922 
Lodge.  The introduction of cement 
mortar, the possible introduction of 
cement into the block mix and the 
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The Torrey Pines Docent Society publishes 
the Torreyana bi-monthly, edited by Bobbi 
Krueger. On alternate months, the Society 
publishes the Torrey Pinecone, edited by 
Lillian Lachicotte. Both publications include 
the monthly duty calendar, announcements 
and information concerning membership 
meetings.  Submissions for either publication 
are due on or about the 20th day of the 
preceding month and may be submitted to 
Editors@torreypine.org. 
Please send postal/email address changes to: 
Torrey Pines Docent Society 
P.O. Box 2414, Del Mar, CA 92014 
Attn: Membership or to 
Membership@torreypine.org 
Web sites: 
      TPDS www.torreypinesreserve.org 

or www.torreypine.org 
      TPA www.torreypines.org 
Visitor Center phone 858.755.2063 dial 0 
 
TPDS Board Members: 
President, Rick Vogel 
Vice-president, Judy Schulman 
Treasurer, Ken King 
Secretary, Bill Eckles 
Dir. of Communications, Lou Adamo 
Dir. of Children's Program, Tony Summers 
Dir. of Programs, Ann Williamson 
Dir. of Training, Sherry Doolittle 
Dirs. of Duty Coordination, Irene Larrimore & 
Barbara McCardle 
Extra newsletters are available in the Docent 
Library. 
 
TPSNR Staff: 
Supervising Ranger: Open 
Rangers: Kyle Knox, Mike Winterton, Lisa 
Urbach 
Sr. Park Aides: Larry Adelson, Jamie (Burton) 
Lang, Diane Greening (Interpreter), Christy 
Hollingshead, Laura Lowenstein (Volunteer 
Coordinator), Louis Sands 
Park Aides: Kyle Conner, Troy Garcia, Jake 
Mumma, Moira Reagan, Vanessa Rivera 
 

© Torrey Pines Docent Society 
Since 1975 

All rights reserved 
 

 
Many thanks to Editor Bobbi Krueger and 
the docents contributing to this newsletter 
and to Copy Editors Lillian Lachicotte and 
Walt Desmond.  And thanks to Vernie 
McGowan for mailing and distribution. 
  Roger Isaacson 
  Publication Coordinator

Message from the President  
Good news from Sacramento!  The Parks Trust Fund initiative has 
qualified for the November ballot!  While the number has not yet been 
formally issued, it is the fourth proposition to qualify for the ballot and 
we believe that our initiative will be Number 21.  Now the real work 
begins.  In the near future, those of you who have signed on as 
supporting the initiative may be asked to register that support in 
comments to news stories appearing in local media.  In addition, several 
of our members may be asked to speak to local civic organizations in 
support of the initiative. 

The San Diego Women’s Foundation has awarded a grant in the amount 
of $33,900 to the Docent Society, for our nature education efforts in 
the Reserve.  This grant will allow the Docent Society to fully fund 
Diane Greening and Laura Lowenstein and the programs they support for 
the State Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  Our grant application was one of 152 
and one of 42 applications in the nature education space.  That we were 
one of only four successful applicants should make everyone proud of 
our efforts here at Torrey Pines.  Many thanks to Diane Greening and 
Pat Masters of the TPA for all of their work in preparing the grant 
proposal and to all of you who participated in the SDWF site visit that 
was so instrumental in showing how deserving we are of the grant. 

Congratulations and welcome to the newest docents, the Class of 2010.  
It appears we have another stellar group who are both capable and 
enthusiastic.  Let me commend to the new docents, and to all current 
docents, the tradition of Lodge duty.  The Society was originally formed 
to help introduce our Reserve to the many visitors, primarily by 
performing Lodge duty and manning the desk in our museum.  With the 
introduction of our point of sale (POS) system, some docents have 
indicated they are still uncomfortable using the new system.  Please do 
not be embarrassed if you are one of those, but please don’t stop doing 
Lodge duty.  If you need help or a refresher on the use of the POS, call 
Steve Rose and he will arrange to have someone be there for your Lodge 
duty to help you with the system.  You can also sign up with another 
person to double up.  This is especially effective on busy days like 
weekends and holidays.  We need you and hope you will continue 
performing this essential duty.  Besides, it’s fun and you get to meet a 
lot of interesting people.  Thanks. 

Save the Parks! 

 

 

   Rick Vogel 
               President,  
             Torrey Pines Docent Society 
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(Cont. from p. 1)  
stucco, and the possible use of metal to 
reinforce or support the stucco, all come 
into consideration in rehabilitation of 
the structure.  While the introduction of 
cement may add strength and water 
resistance to one or more of the three 
design elements, it also changes the 
thermal coefficient by a factor of 3 to 8 
times.  Cement mortar can actually 
grind away the blocks it encloses, as the 
temperature cycles between day and 
night.  Cement stucco does not adhere 
to the block, does not breathe and 
therefore fails to allow moisture release. 
In fact we have a completely different 
material design. 
Maintenance, repairs and restoration of 
the Lodge must take into account all 
these details of the “as-built” structure 
before effective improvements can be 
done. 
Ed Note: A video of Ms. Stiegler’s talk is 
available from the docent library. 
 

Docent Society General 
Meeting-- June 12, 2010 
From Rick Vogel’s notes. Secretary Bill 
Eckles is on vacation. 
Photos by Herb Knufken  
The Docent of the Month is Jeannie 
Smith.  

 
Jeannie was honored for her service 
above and beyond the call of duty in 
carrying on the docent training program 

without missing a beat, when Sherry 
Doolittle went down with her serious 
back injury.  Jeannie had been working 
with Sherry throughout the program and 
the enthusiasm and capability of our 
fine new docent class is in no small part 
due the Jeannie’s efforts.  Please thank 
Jeannie when you see her doing Lodge 
duty, as she often does.  Thanks 
Jeannie. 
President’s Report: (Rick Vogel) 
Rick reported items covered in his 
Message on page 2, plus that we have a 
new Ranger – Lisa Urbach – that’s 
right, she is former Ranger Martin 
Urbach’s wife.  Lisa started on June 1st 
and should be around the Reserve much 
of the time when she is on duty.  If you 
see a charming lady in a ranger 
uniform, introduce yourself and get to 
know Lisa. 
Rick reminded all docents that Lodge 
duty is our most important effort for the 
Reserve.  We have experienced some 
difficulty in filling all of the slots for 
Lodge duty the past several months. 
New Docent Rosters are available in the 
Library. 
TPA Report: (Pat Masters) 
Pat thanked the Docents for all their 
hard work in making “Art in the Pines” 
so successful.  The upgraded TPA 
website, www.torreypines.org is now 
running.  They have several new 
features and new information about the 
Reserve and events.  
Treasurer’s Report: (Ken King) 
Ken reported another record month for 
Museum Shop sales.  Our net cash flow 
for May was $6,500 and $8,300 for the 
first five months of 2010. The Society 
have $72,615 in cash and equivalents as 
of May 31. 
Children’s Program: (Tony Summers) 
Announced that we are finished for the 
2009-2010 school year and have had 
another successful year.  There will be 
two CP trainings scheduled for this 
summer, date and time to be 
determined. 

Lodge Duty: (Irene Larrimore and 
Barbara McCardle) 
Irene pleaded for more Lodge duty 
volunteers and circulated the duty 
calendar for us to fill in the empty 
shifts. [See page 8 for Calendar] 
Museum Shop: (Nancy Woodworth) 
Nancy presented the new larger size 
postcards and thanked Nan Danninger 
and Barbara McCardle for their 
efforts in bringing these wonderful 
images to our shop.  In addition we 
should thank the three photographers 
who gave us these images: Herb 
Knufken, Eva Armi, and David 
Rightmer (if you can, send David a 
special thank you; he would appreciate 
our support).  Nancy also presented 
some new painted rocks by the ever 
popular Jim Cassell, which are now 
available in the shop. 
Recycling: (Frank Burham) 
Frank announced the Docent Society is 
now the recipient of all revenues from 
the recycling effort at the Reserve and 
we have purchased a new portable shed 
to house the recycle materials for pick 
up.  Our partner— One Earth 
Recycling—will send a truck to the 
Reserve periodically to collect the 
recycles for transportation to their 
facility in Mission Valley.  One Earth’s 
facility in Sorrento Valley had to be 
closed and the California deposit refund 
plan has been effectively revoked. We 
are working out the details with respect 
to the truck that has been used until 
now for recycling, and also the One 
Earth Recycling pickup schedule. 
Docent Class of 2010 Graduation: 

Congratulations were extended to all 
the graduates in the 2010 Docent Class.  
May they give many hours to our 
beloved Reserve, and enjoy every one. 
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Torrey Pines Docent Society Class of 2010 
Front Row:  Sherry Doolittle, Chuck Peckham, Gloria Phillips, Ann Walker, 
Linda Griffiths, Joan Simon, Catherine MacGregor, Alison Howard, Jeannie 
Smith, Arlene Paa 
Back Row:  Kathy Glasebrook, Janice Barnard, Bob Doolittle, Karen 
Anderson, Craig Humphrey, Linda Zlotnik, Greg Howard, David Paa 
Not Pictured:  Anne Imel, Anna-Lena Malm, Kilian Roever, Judith Zyskind, 
Sid Stein, Maria Valencia, Doug Smith 

Trail Patrol: (Mike Pisor) 
Mike re-emphasized the importance of 
Lodge duty for Trail Patrol folks.  If 
you show up for Trail Patrol and the 
desk is not manned, you should take 
over Lodge duty and attempt to contact 
the people who are scheduled.  This 
takes precedence over walking the 
trails!  There seems to be an increase in 
the number of visitors who seem to 
need to go off trail.  Please try to 
correct them, but gently.  Thanks. 

The 3rd Edition of Native 
Plants by Margaret Fillius 
This latest edition of Docent Fillius’ 
book is now available for purchase in 
the Museum Store.  It has updated 
photographs, an improved color index 
and nomenclature updated to what is 
currently accepted in the field.  There 
are now 300 
species 
included. 
(There were 
232 in the 
1st edition 
and 243 in 
the 2nd 
edition.) 
Well done, 
Margaret! 

 

Children’s Summer Programs  
by Diane Greening (Sr. Park 
Aide/Interpreter and Docent) 
Torrey Pines offers two nature 
programs for children from June 28th 
through August 4th:  
Junior Rangers, ages 7-12 meet 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m. for one hour of hikes, crafts, 
and games.  Junior Rangers attend 
without their parents unless they have 
special needs.  The parents usually take 
a walk in the Reserve during the 
program.  Junior Rangers are limited to 
15 children per day, so advance sign up 
is recommended.  Parents can sign up 
by sending an email to Diane at 
dgreening@parks.ca.gov.  
New this year is Lil' Rangers ages 4-6 
with a parent, guardian or grandparent 
in attendance.   
Lil' Rangers meet Tuesdays at 11:15 
a.m. for 45 minutes of songs, stories, 
and nature discovery. 
Both programs are free, but each car 
entering the reserve must pay the usual 
day use fee or have a yearly pass. Both 
schedules are available on the website 
www.torreypine.org and copies are on 
the docent desk. 

School groups cannot reserve trips in 
the summer, with very few exceptions.  
Schools desiring beach trips must 
reserve through Debbie Valdez  
dvaldez@parks.ca.gov. Reservations 
for fall (after Labor Day) and next 
year's field trips will start on August 
15th.  We NEVER take phone 
reservations, only email requests at 
rangers@torreypine.org.  Please do 
not tell groups that they can come to the 
Reserve without a confirmed 
reservation. 

Great News from the TPA! 
by Rick Vogel 
Pat Masters has told us that a TPA Life 
Member has graciously agreed to fund 
the repair of the Parry Grove Trail steps 
and the Guy Fleming Trail. Brian 
Gaudet agreed that the project can be 
started by mid-September. This 
schedule is three to four months earlier 
than anticipated.  Thanks to Pat and the 
generous TPA Life Member!  We also 
owe thanks to our Seabees whose great 
work on the rail fences in the west 
parking lot has convinced Brian Gaudet 
that our volunteers are capable of great 
things and can assist in accomplishing 
these important projects! 
 
SPECIAL WALKS 
by Margaret Fillius & Darlene 
Martineau 
Darlene Martineau is the new Special 
Walks Coordinator as of September.  
She takes over the organizational 
aspects of the program from Margaret 
Fillius who will continue dealing with 
groups scheduled to visit the Reserve in 
August.  Please support Darlene by 
volunteering to lead walks. The Special 
Walk docent list has not been updated 
for some time.  If you feel secure in 
your ability to lead walks and would 
like to have your name added to the list, 
please email Darlene.  Guests have a 
wide range of physical abilities and 
desire to learn about the Reserve, so 
docents have to be adaptable to their 
needs and preferences.  Those who lead 
these walks usually enjoy the 
experience. 
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A Docent Obituary 
Robert “Bob” Margulies, a 
docent for Torrey Pines State 
Natural Reserve and former 
Director of La Jolla Town 
Council died May 1, 2010. He 
served in the U.S. Coast Guard 
(and Navy) during World War II 
and had a career in theatre and 
television advertising. Bob 
volunteered with the C.A.S.A. 
(Court Appointed Special 
Advocate) Program of San Diego 
helping abused and neglected 
children and was a docent for the 
San Diego Opera Company. As a 
political activist he supported the 
civil rights movement in the 
1960s, supported veterans for 
peace, and protected women's 
rights by volunteering to escort 
women through hostile crowds 
for medical treatment. 

◊◊◊◊◊Lodge Duty Gems◊◊◊◊◊ 
Bobbi Krueger was the first to arrive at 
the Lodge around 8:40 a.m. and was 
met by a mother and son on their way 
around to the back entrance.  The son, 
Preston Crowell of Torrey Pines High 
needed help identifying specimens that 
grow in the Reserve for his 
Environmental Sciences class at Torrey 
Pines High. His identification list was 
due in an hour! Dianne Greening and 
Krueger helped him to finish the 
identification.  
Why is this worth a mention? Preston is 
the third generation to appreciate the 
vegetation at the Reserve.  His 
grandfather, Arnie Shaw, was a docent 
here, knowledgeable about plants, 
before passing away in 2008. Now his 
grandson is honoring his legacy.  
 
And from Paul Whitby: 
On Sunday, June 5, a father and 
daughter came into the Lodge very 
excited about finding out about Dr. C. 
C. Parry, since their last name was also 
Parry. They bought our book indicating 
his connection with the Torrey pine. 
I talked with them and passed on what I 
knew about our Dr. Parry.  I found out 
father and daughter are both MD's 
teaching in their respective fields at 
different universities: the daughter at 
UCSD and the father at the University 
of Oklahoma.  I thought it quite 
coincidental that they were MD's like 
our Dr. Parry.  They were both excited 
and enthusiastic and felt they might 
possibly be related, so I told them I 
would do some research that might help 
them find out if there was a connection. 
My research astounded me at the 
accomplishments of our Dr. Parry. 
Among these were the gathering and 
describing of over 30,000 different 
botanical specimens, most found in 
California and Colorado. As "one of the 
most genial and lovable of naturalists, 
he united a sound botanical knowledge 
and methods with an endearing 
personality."  He was a friend of John 
Muir and camped with him in 
Yosemite. Our Parry was one of nine 
children that came from England with 

their father, a Church of England 
minister, in the early 1800's, and settled 
in upper New York State.  He graduated 
from Columbia University as an MD, 
where he studied with John Torrey. He 
was always interested in botany and 
doctors in those days had to make many 
of their own medicines from plants.  He 
went to Davenport, Iowa to take a 
position as the resident MD, but found 
it too confining.  
After his first wife died in childbirth he 
began taking positions in the summer 
with the army as an MD and botanist.  
He became a member of the Mexican 
Boundary Commission where we meet 
up with him in San Diego. He became 
an explorer-naturalist and one of the 
most famous botanists of his time. He 
met and married his second wife who 
was a great support to him in his work.  
They had no children.  
I called our Lodge visitor, Dr. William 
Parry, and discussed this information 
with him and he believed his grand-
father was the son of a Church of 
England minister in New York State 
like our Dr. Parry and he would send 
me a copy of a historical document 
concerning this.  
So it turns out that these two visiting 
Parrys are most likely descended from 
one of Dr. C.C. Parry's brothers. At any 
rate, they loved Torrey Pines and 
promised to come back again soon. 
 
Many Thanks to Hank and 
Jane Baele. 
Hank and Jane Baele became Torrey 
Pines docents in 1993.  They 
contributed to the Audubon Society's 
combined bird count for Torrey Pines, 
Peñasquitos and Lopez Canyon.  In 
1997, they initiated our own Torrey 
Pines bird count, expanding the count 
into the Extension and Flintkote 
areas. They compiled the statistics for 
many years.  Because of their efforts, 
we now have accurate, long-time bird 
data.  Those statistics have been 
invaluable in our current effort to 
computerize the Torrey Pines bird count 
history, allowing scientists to see trends 
in bird populations in the Reserve.  The 

information and on-going surveys also 
provide input for a current West Coast 
Survey of shorebirds.  Since they are 
unable to continue their active 
involvement, we wish to acknowledge 
here their foresight and long service to 
the Docent Society.   
 
TPDS Greater SD 
Science & Engineering 
Fair (GSDSEF) Succession 
by Theo Tanalski  
TPDS GSDSEF Program Chair 2001-
2009 

TPDS involvement with GSDSEF 
started in 2001 with President Walt 
Desmond's encouragement. Three 
judges awarded $25 savings bonds and 
an opportunity for winners to show 
their project at our General Meeting and 
have snacks. I was free to do as other 
groups did, or innovate.  
Over nine years, and with help from 
docents and the Board, we developed 
skilled mentors (whether expert in 
science/engineering or not), a critical 
mass of concerned docents and 
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increasing Board support and 
involvement. We became unique among 
GSDSEF professional societies, 
delivering high quality encouragement 
and mentoring to awardees.  
In 2008 and 2009 I considered the 
docents involved, knowing it might 
soon be my time to turn over the work, 
fun and achievement to others. Sally 
Whitlock stood out for her skills in 
communication, coordination, 
leadership and concern.  
When you raise a child for nine years, 
and let it loose, you wish its 
environment to continue developing for 
the better. In 2010 this was done!  
Sally did a demanding job very well 
and deeply cares about students. The 
judging team worked hard and smart to 
locate the most deserving students. The 
moderator at the docent meeting was a 
good addition. All students presented 
well. More docents than ever 
participated. Humanity, personality, and 
support shined through the event—it's 
not just dry science. Truly, this was the 
best year yet for TPDS GSDSEF.  
Thanks to all, succession is a success!  
 
 
HisTorrey: A thru Z; 
The letter O (Oven) 
by Judy Schulman 
Shhh… we have an imposter among us!  
It appears innocent enough just sitting 
there looking like something you would 
want to bake bread in.  And in fact for 
years docents were taught (myself 
included) that it was used by the 
Burkholders (the Lodge’s first 
restaurant proprietors) to make bread.  
 The deception is so complete that years 
ago some docents successfully did 
make bread in it.  But, in truth, what we 
have mistakenly thought was a working 
oven, was in reality a dome-shaped 
trash incinerator.  The interior was 
made of brick.  The structure was then 
covered by cement and stucco.  The 
intention was to resemble a 
southwestern horno (outdoor oven). A 
postcard was even made of it: 

 
This postcard is circa 1923-1935. 
 

 
The “Oven” in 2010.     Photo by Bobbi 
Krueger 
References: 
—Personal interviews with Margaret 
Fleming Allen (1980-1982) 
—DPR historian Alex Bevil’s report 
nominating the Lodge to the National 
Register of Historic Places (June 1998) 

 
The Struggle, or the story of the Guy 
Fleming house, 1975 to 1981, from 
the Torrey Pines Historical Files:  
Third and Final Installment 
by Maryruth Cox 
As early as 1975 the Torrey Pines 
Association (TPA) had pressed to 
preserve the Guy Fleming house, sadly 
in need of repairs, both for its historical 
value and for its use as a residence for a 
live-in ranger who could protect the 
park 24/7. But State Park officials 
dragged their feet: the parks were 
strapped for funds; maybe the house 
and garage should be torn down to save 
money? At the end of 1976 the two 
parties were at a stalemate; nothing was 
done for two years, when the TPA 
offered to help pay for repairs and 
negotiations resumed.  
The bargaining began: The Department 
of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
prepared a “Memorandum of 

Understanding” concerning the 
residence which held the TPA 
responsible for paying for the project, 
but ensured that the State would have 
control over planning and execution of 
the work. They asked for 15 days notice 
of termination of the agreement.  
The TPA responded with their own 
memo. The main difference was they 
wanted 90 days notice of termination. 
Welch of DPR said “any resemblance 
between this and our memo is purely 
accidental. Maybe we just ought’a give 
up?”  

 
Margaret and Guy Fleming, in the patio 
of the Guy Fleming house, Christmas, 
1935. Photo courtesy of John Shelton. 
No one gave up. George Moran, DPR 
business manager, patiently worked out 
revisions that satisfied both parties. 
Notice of termination was set at 30 days 
and the State had authority to review 
the plans and approve the work. Finally 
in September of 1980 Tom Whitaker 
for the TPA, and Ron McCullough for 
DPR, signed the “Memorandum of 
Understanding concerning the Fleming 
house.” It was a win-win situation: the 
TPA shouldered the costs and the State 
agreed that the residence should be 
lived in by a park employee to provide 
24 hour security. Furthermore, the State 
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pledged to maintain the residence, 
while the TPA undertook to keep the 
sewage system functioning.  
At last the work began. Many 
volunteers put in long hours alongside 
the contractor. In April of 1981 Herbert 
Heinze, regional director of State Parks, 
wrote to Margaret Fleming Allen, 
secretary of the TPA: “Thank you for 
efforts and donated funds of more than 
$8000 for repairs to the Guy Fleming 
residence.”  The house was in good 
shape, and Ranger Magee and his 
family moved in.  

 
Cassin’s Kingbird- a large 
flycatcher 
Edited from Wikipedia by Roger 
Isaacson 
• Cassin’s Kingbirds migrate to their 
winter quarters between Southern 
California and northern Central 
America. 
• Adults have a gray head with 
slightly darker cheeks; a dark unforked 
tail with a buffy fringe and gray-olive 
underparts. They have a pale throat and 
deep yellow lower breast. 
• Juveniles are duller and have pale 
edges on their wings. 

• They build a bulky nest on a 
horizontal tree limb in mid-story or the 
canopy of trees. The three to five 
spotted white eggs have an incubation 
period of 18 to 19 days. 
• The Cassin's Kingbird primarily 
feeds on insects it preys upon from high 
perches by hawking. It also eats berries 
and fruits in lesser quantities. 
• Call is a high-pitched shorter chirp 
followed by a longer one, sounding like 
a 'chi-beer'. 
 

Cassin’s Kingbird- Torrey Pines- 
April 2010   Photo © Herb Knufken 
 
• Named after the American 
ornithologist John Cassin. 
 
Please contact the photographer before 
using an image for any reason:  
herb1rm@hotmail.com 
 
Herb’s amazing photo site is 
www.pbase.com/herb1rm 
 
 

 

Torrey Pines Docent Society Bird Survey: June 5, 2010 
 

Number of species: 60 
 
Gadwall 22 
Mallard 9 
California Quail 16 
Common Loon 1 
Pied-billed Grebe 11 
Western Grebe 13 
Brown Pelican 4 
Double-crested Cormorant 2 
Great Blue Heron 1 
Great Egret 2 
Snowy Egret 12 
Black-crowned Night- 

Heron 5 
White-tailed Kite 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 6 
American Kestrel 2 

Peregrine Falcon 4 
Clapper Rail 1 
Common Moorhen 3 
American Coot 1 
Killdeer 1 
Long-billed Curlew 1 
Western Gull 7 
California Gull 4 
Caspian Tern 19 
Royal Tern 6 
Mourning Dove 17 
White-throated Swift 4 
Anna's Hummingbird 16 
Allen's Hummingbird 7 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 3 
Black Phoebe 6 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 1 
Cassin's Kingbird 5 

Western Scrub-Jay 4 
American Crow 13 
Common Raven 10 
Northern Rough-winged 

Swallow 24 
Cliff Swallow 8 
Bushtit 40 
Bewick's Wren 6 
House Wren 5 
Marsh Wren 2 
California Gnatcatcher 2 
Wrentit 30 
European Starling 5 
Orange-crowned Warbler 2 
Yellow Warbler 1 
Common Yellowthroat 12 
Yellow-breasted Chat 3 
Spotted Towhee 18 

California Towhee 31 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow 2 
Savannah Sparrow 

(Belding's) 10 
Song Sparrow 10 
Red-winged Blackbird 10 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 
House Finch 104 
Lesser Goldfinch 16 
American Goldfinch 2 
House Sparrow 4 
 
Observers: Will Cox, Gary 
Grantham, Don Grine, Blair 
Francis, Jack Friery, Herb 
Knufken, Kathy Dickey, and 
Anonymous 

 
Previous Bird Surveys may be found at torreypine.org/activities/bird-sightings.html  
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July 2010 TPDS Visitor Center Duty Calendar- Updated 6/29/10 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Lodge Duty Hours 
L- 9-12 
 
L- 12-3 
 
L- 3-6 

Walks 
  
W  Sat/Sun/Hol 9:30 (Start 10:00)
 
W  Sat/Sun/Hol 1:30 (Start 2:00) 

1
L- J Smith 
 
L- Dewhurst 
 
L-McCardle 

2
L-  
 
L- Zlotnik 
 
L-Dickey 

3
L- McGregor 
W- Bedinger 
L- Howards 
W-Fillius 
L- 

2x hours   4 
L- Geist 
W-Killermann 
L- Dewhurst 
W-  
L- Tozer 

5 
L-  
 
L-S&S Rose 
 
L-Larrimore 

6
L-  
 
L- Ivany 
 
L-  

  7
L-C&B Hornbeck
 
L- Martineau 
 
L- Vogel 

8
L- Blantz 
 
L- Randerson 
 
L-  

9
L- Burke 
 
L-Justice/Johnson 
 
L-Isaacson 

2x hrs Meeting  10
L- Blantz 
W-  
L-  
W-McGregor 
L- 

11 
L-C&B Hornbeck 
W-  
L-  
W- Geist 
L-Hartung/Benton 

12 
L-  
 
L-F Doolittle 
 
L-  

13
L- Marshall 
 
L- Barnard 
 
L- Lombardi 

Maids   14
L- Blantz 
 
L-  
 
L-  

15
L- Tarkington 
 
L- J Smith 
 
L- S Krueger 

16
L- Blantz 
 
L- Lombardi 
 
L-  

17
L- McGee 
W- Bedinger 
L-  
W- 
L- 

18 
L-Rowbottom 
W-  
L- Phillips 
W-  
L-  

19 
L- Arnold 
 
L- Dewhurst 
 
L- 

20
L- Marshall 
 
L- Ivany 
 
L- Lombardi 

21
L-C&B Hornbeck
 
L- J Simon 
 
L-  

22
L- Tarkington 
 
L- Griffith/Malm 
 
L- B&F Eckles 

23
L- Burke 
 
L- 
 
L-  

24
L-  
W- Stiegler 
L-  
W-  
L- 

25 
L-  
W- Brav 
L-  
W- Geist 
L-Hartung/Benton 

26 
L- Arnold 
 
L- F Doolittle 
 
L-Nagamine/Gaarder 

27
L-Vogel 
 
L- Barnard 
 
L-Lombardi 

Maids    28
L- J Simon 
 
L-  
 
L-  

29
L-Justice/Johnson
 
L-  
 
L- B&F Eckles 

30
L- 
 
L-  
 
L-  

31
L- McGee 
W-  
L-  
W-  
L- 

To sign up for an opening, call docent on duty (858 755-8219) to confirm the time & write your name in the Logbook. If you cannot do 
your duty, please try to find your own substitute by switching with another docent or using the short-notice list. Then call the docent on 
duty to make the change in the Logbook.   Coordinators: Irene Larrimore & Barbara McCardle 


