
Torrey Pinecone February 2012   1 

Docent General Meeting 
Saturday, Feb11th 

9 am 
Location: St Peter’s Episcopal 

Rec Hall, Del Mar 
Speaker: Tom Polakiewicz,  

Class of 2005 
Program: Why are there Torrey Pines 
on Santa Rosa Island? 
Tom will speak about the natural history 
of the Santa Rosa Torrey Pines and the 
theories about their origin.  Photos from 
the TPDS trips to the Channel Islands 
will be used to compare these trees with 
our own Torrey Pines. Tom has 
organized all 3 trips that the Docent 
Society has made to the Channel 
Islands. 

Hearth above Los Peñasquitos Lagoon 
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The Indian Heritage at Torrey 
Pines and Environs 
by Joan R. Simon 
Photos by Carmen Lucas 

wo speakers shared their 
expertise and knowledge of the 

local Indian culture at the January 
meeting.  Carmen Lucas, a 76-year-
old Native American who identified 
herself as part of the Kwaaymii 
Laguna Band of Indians, said she 
wanted to “make sure you walk away 
from here knowing and loving my 
ancestors as I do.”  She was born in 
San Diego and graduated from La 
Jolla high school. After a career in the 
United States Marine Corps, she 
returned in 1976 to live full-time on 
her ancestral homelands in the 
Laguna Mountains, where she has 
encountered many of the old legends 
and artifacts of her heritage. 
One of the most striking 
validations Ms. Lucas related was 
the unveiling of an old trail, 
exposed by the “Pines” Fire in 
2002.  With all of the trees and 
other vegetation burned in the 
fire, this inland trail through 
ancient Indian lands was laid bare.  
Her father had shown her where it 
was, but parts of it were 
impassable.  After the fire “you 
could see rocks lining it and 
places where steps had been 
built,” she said, highlighting the 
engineering skills that had gone into 
its creation.   

The second speaker, Courtney Ann 
Coyle, an attorney representing 
American Indian Tribal 
Governments, has worked to support 
their policy and project initiatives.   
Her practice focuses on protecting 
tribal heritage resources including 
cultural landscapes and traditional 
cultural properties under local, state 
and federal laws.  She has helped to 
craft and successfully pass protective 
legislation in the California State 
Legislature.  
Both speakers stressed the 
importance of not placing scientific 
values onto the values of Indian 
culture.  For example, Ms. Lucas 
spoke of grave goods, the personal 
possessions that are burned after 
someone dies.  These may be buried 
with the remains, but can also be 
separated from the grave, as her 

father’s were.  “They should be 
respected,” she said, regardless of 
where they are found.  “Scientific 

understanding,” she warned, “is not 
always in harmony with Indian 
understanding.”  
Ms. Lucas talked about the remains 
found at Torrey Pines, which are 
primarily hearths.  In the Reserve 
they tend to be shallow, she said, but 
one that was excavated was deep and 
lined with river cobblestones, as they 
often are elsewhere.  The size of the 
hearth, she explained, would depend 
on what it was being used for.  
She showed photos of chopping tools 
which demonstrated how the Indians 
“intuitively knew how to be of the 
environment without disturbing the 
environment.”  One was used to 
scrape willow trees to make “willow 
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Docent Doings 
Feb 11 & Mar 10, 9-11 am- Carmel 

Mountain Preserve Walks 
Feb 25- Docent training begins 
Mar 27- Field Trip (see p.3) 
May 5-6- Art in the Pines 
Go to the Docent Event List on 
Docent Login on torreypine.org for 
latest details. 
Mondays, 8:30-10 am- Weeders 
Tuesdays, 8:30-noon- Seabees 
Send future event info to 
editors@torreypine.org. 

skirts” and some had serrated edges 
indicating a sophisticated 
understanding of physics.  She also 
showed photos of shells found many 
miles from the ocean and beads that 
are “indications of the travels across 
great distances that give testimony to 
the use by the Kumeyaay people of 
the traditional landscape,” which 
today comprises San Diego and 
Imperial Counties. 

 
Shell barrel bead, end & top views. From La 
Jolla. Size of Lincoln’s head on a penny. 
Both Ms. Lucas and Ms. Coyle 
warned about the push for 
environmental projects in the desert 
areas that could disturb the land.  Ms. 
Lucas cautioned that Indian remains 
can “look like a bunch of rocks on the 
surface” but “a closer look” is 
needed. "We Indians have lost a lot of 
our history," she said. "Our ancestors 
wrote our history in the ground and 
on the ground, not on paper and in 
books. As a result of the march of 
civilization, much has been erased."  

January 2012 Docent 
Meeting Notes 
Excerpted from notes of TPDS 
January 14th General Meeting, by 
Secretary Bill Eckles. Complete 
minutes in docent library. 

Ken King, President, called the 
meeting to order at 10:35 am  
Art in the Pines: Cindy Wolleager 
announced that the time for working 
to produce a successful Art in the 
Pines on May 5th and 6th was upon us 
[see article on pg. 5 for more details].  
The Docent of the Month is Rhea 
Bridy who was recognized for her 
many hours spent on Trail Patrol in 
addition to her beautiful art creating 
thank you cards for meeting speakers.  
The Volcan Mountain Foundation 
requested our cooperation in 

providing a special walk for them to 
raffle as a fundraiser.  Ken suggested 
we might offer reciprocating walks 
shared between the two 
organizations.  
The yearly planning session takes 
place in January to aid in the smooth 
transition between the 2011 and 2012 
boards of directors.  Ken thanked 
Jake Mumma and Laura Lowenstein 
for their help distributing the new 
parking pass stickers for those 
docents completing their hours and 
dues needed to receive the parking 
benefits.  Ken proposed the idea of a 
docent book club and Molly 
McConnell has volunteered to 
coordinate it.   Email her if you are 
interested in joining. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Carolyn 
Butterfield gave the treasurer's report 
she received from the previous 
treasurer, Mike Yang.  It shows 
dramatic growth through the year for 
the Museum Shop including 
substantial sales for the month of 
December. 
“Spotlight On” Session: Barbara 
Wallach queried the docent 
membership on their knowledge of 
names of animal groupings [see 
article on pg. 6 for more details]. Bill 
Sheehan will be coordinating future 
“Spotlight On” sessions for the 
general meeting.  Please contact him 
with your suggestions. 
Museum Shop: Nancy Woodworth 
thanked the membership for their 
collective assistance over the year 
leading to the substantial sales 
volume.  The latest book published 
by the late Jerry Schad, Fifty Easy 
Hikes in San Diego, will be available 
in the Museum Shop next week.  
Bobby Krueger announced that sales 
of T-shirts were especially strong.  
Nancy noted that the new T-shirts 
procured by Greg Howard shrink 
more than the old ones, so docents 
should direct customers to a larger 
size when appropriate. Nan 
Danninger announced that two new 
images of Mat cards were available 
with the reprinting of the cards. 

Barbara McCardle announced a 
more permanent version of the 
parking passes was available for the 
St. Peter’s Church where we hold the 
monthly docent meetings.  She also 
announced that an autographed 
version of the book published by Jim 
Bedinger's roommate in the “Hanoi 
Hilton” during the Vietnam War was 
added to the docent library. 
Children's Program: Sue Randerson 
thanked all participating docents for 
their assistance with the Children's 
Program this year. She especially 
thanked Barbara Justice, Bob 
Doolittle and Frank Burham for 
their presentations.  Several 
Children’s Program docents have 
expressed interest in developing a 
new Oceans program.  Interested 
docents were encouraged to attend a 
free workshop on “Waves, Wetlands 
and Watersheds” sponsored by the 
Coastal Commission, to be conducted 
at Cabrillo National Monument and at 
the Agua Hedionda Lagoon Center. 
Training: Janie Killermann 
announced the program would begin 
February 25th at the lodge with 35 
candidates. She requested that 
interested docents sign up to act as 
mentors to new trainees. 
Trail Patrol: Frank Burham has 
noticed a large imbalance of trail 
patrol hours spent on relatively low 
traffic days and at low traffic times 

http://torreypine.org/Private/password.html
mailto:editors@torreypine.org
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Docent Parking Passes and 
California State Passes 
The docent 2012 pink parking sticker 
can be picked up in the office if 
annual dues have been paid and all 
other requirements are met.  They 
will also be available at the Feb. 11th                                                                                                                                                                                    

docent meeting. 
Park aide staff is scheduled to be in 
the office 7 days a week between 11 
am and 1 pm when the California 
State Park Annual Day Use hanging 
tags are sold.   Or at other times, 
someone might be in the office who 
can issue the sticker.  

Field Trip to California 
Wolf Center 
There is a docent field trip coming up 
Tuesday, March 27th at 10 am at the 
California Wolf Center.  This trip is 
part of a docent exchange and we 
will host them in the future.  The tour 
will be 1-1/2 hours and is to be 
followed by lunch at a local winery.  
The CWC is located outside Julian 
and we will meet in the North Parking 
lot at 8 am to form carpools for this 
educational tour.  Please email 
Barbara McCardle (see docent 
Membership List) to sign up for this 
event. 

and requested voluntary bolstering of 
trail patrol hours at times the most 
visitors are here, i.e., weekends and 
holidays.  He is developing a Trail 
Patrol gathering area near the 
trailhead sign on the west side of the 
west parking lot to enhance 
visitor/docent interaction.   He 
requested that Trail Patrol volunteers 
cover the beach to minimize graffiti 
on the Reserve's bluffs.  Finally, he 
suggested getting to know the park 
aides to enhance personnel 
interaction. 
Seabees: Sheldon Krueger asked 
that docents on Trail Patrol, or just 
using the Reserve, report damage or 
erosion directly to the Seabees so 
they might repair it. 
Laura Lowenstein asked that all 
groups of 25 or more be scheduled in 
order to facilitate Ranger and Park 
Aid interaction with them. 
Ken adjourned the meeting at 11:35 
am. 

Rhea Bridy, Docent of the 
Month 

 
Photo by Herb Knufken 

I joined the Docent Society in 2006 
and remember fondly all the docents 
who gave Interpretive Walks for the 
trainees and those who gave the 
Visitor Walks on the weekends. The 
lecturers for the trainees were 
so inspiring for their information and 
devotion to detail that I began 
sketching the flora and fauna on the 
trail, sometimes creating little pieces 

of poetry. I enjoyed finding six 
species of lizards and trying to 
identify and differentiate them, as 
well as determining the common 
names of the native plants. I am still 
in awe of the Reserve's history and 
geology and the mature Torrey pines 
of the Extension and find the wild 
lands to be a place of balm for the 
heart.  I have asked members to keep 
a look out for any stray visitors that 
might be tempted to climb the fragile 
sandstone Lion's Paw on the east side 
of Guy Fleming Trail. I was caught 
doing so by a Park Ranger in the 70’s 
and was nicely instructed as to why it 
was so fragile. I was inspired to learn 
more about this wonderful place 
called Torrey Pines State Natural 
Reserve.  
I have created thank you notes of pen 
and ink pastel drawings related to the 
topic of the speaker of the monthly 
TPDS meetings for about three years 
now.  I continue to meet visitors 
through the Interpretive Trail Patrol 
voluntary service and in the past I 
was a docent member of the Science 
Fair committee.  

How Do Torrey Pines 
Pollinate? 
With Torrey pines currently in “full 
bloom,” it’s a good time to review the 
facts about how the trees pollinate.  
Below is an excerpt from the Reserve 
website. For full article go to:  
torreypine.org/parks/torrey-pine.html 
 
Pine trees do not have flowers. This 
has been explained forcefully to me 
on several occasions. Pines have 
"strobili" which serve the same 
purpose. You can call them "flowers" 
if you want to. I do. The Torrey pine 
blooms early, usually in February, 
sometimes in January. The female 
blossom forms high in the tree. It 
looks like a miniature red cone. 
Flowers of other species of pines may 
be blue or purple. The separate male 
blossom grows in a lower branch. It  
sheds its light pollen which floats in a 
yellow fog. This coats the conelet,  

 
which then tries to grow into a real 
cone. There are many more of these 
than the tree can possibly support.  
Some will abort this year. Some will 
abort next year. Some of them will 
never grow at all. In most species of 
pine the cones mature in two years. 
The Torrey pine takes three. Only one 
other pine that I know of is this slow. 
That is Pinus pseudostrobus of 
southern Mexico and Guatemala. 
This "false white pine" also has five 
needles. Some think that it, or one of 
its variations, the Oaxaca Pine, is the 
direct ancestor of the Torrey, the 
Montezuma, the Digger, and the 
Coulter pines. 
From Nature Notes by Hank Nichol 

http://www.torreypine.org/parks/torrey-pine.html


4  Torrey Pinecone February 2012 

L-R: Lewis, Frank and Jake                  Photo by Laura Lowenstein 

Children’s Program 
January was a fun month with good 
weather and a variety of topics 
chosen. There were programs on the 
Reserve, Plants and Habitats and 
Geology as well as the most popular 
choice, Native Americans, the 
Kumeyaay. There was one program 
on Whales. The kids were excitedly 
hoping to see a whale.  One group 
thought they spotted a whale spout, 
and dolphins made a timely 
appearance. Informative presentations 
were given by Frank Burham on 
Geology, Joan Adamo on Whales, 
Margaret Fillius, Diane Greening 
and Tony Summers on the Reserve, 
Plants and Habitats, and Barbara 
Wallach and Joellen Barnett on 
Native Americans. Diane Greening 
created a fun new prop to use as a 
habitat: a little roof made of 
cardboard for a student to wear like a 
hat. We were happy that Park 
Ambassadors Jake Mumma and 
Louis Sands have been more involved 
in the Reserve activities instead of 
being stuck in the Kiosk!  They have 
been learning how to lead children’s 
groups and may on occasion help 
when their schedule permits. 
We were happy to see several of the 
new 2011 docents observing the 
presentations and joining a group out 
on the trail. If you are thinking about 
checking out the Children’s Program 
or need a refresher we would love to 
have you. Go to the torreypine.org  

 
 
website and check the Children’s 
Program signups for the start time 
(generally 9:00 to 10:00) and topic 
which interests you, then just show 
up about 15 minutes before the 
program starts. If you wish, you can 
ask the docent you will be tagging 
along with if you can handle portions 
of the hike such as in the museum or 
talking about the Torrey pine. Please 
contact Sue or Laura if you have any 
problem accessing the online signup 
page. 
Thanks to the docents who have 
signed up to lead walks and present 
all the way through May. It is very 
helpful! There are still many spaces 
available in February for both 
presenters and leaders, and almost all 
dates from March through May still 
need either docent leaders or 
presenters. You can sign up for 
months ahead and, if necessary, 
cancel or make changes online. If you 
must cancel within a week of the 
program, just contact Laura directly 
by email or telephone so she can send 
out a request for a replacement. 
On April 6th there are no schools 
scheduled: save the date for a training 
workshop…subject to be determined.  
If you have suggestions for a topic, 
please let Laura or Sue know. 
After our walks, docent leaders tend 
to gather in the Library as we return 
trail tools, enter hours and debrief 
about the field trip, exchanging 
stories and tips with each other.  

Here’s a great tip that Tony Summers 
shared for removing pine pitch from 
clothing: use hand sanitizer!  It 
removes the sap. Tony discovered 
this tip by doing a web search and 
found it worked. 

Sue Randerson, 
Children’s Program Director 
Laura Lowenstein, 
Children’s Program Coordinator 

Mentors Sought for 2012 
Docents in Training  
by Janie Killerman 
Of the many wonderful activities 
Torrey Pines docents report enjoying 
while fulfilling their hours of service 
at TPSNR, being a mentor to docents 
in training is often mentioned as one 
of the most fun and significant. 
The 2012 Docent Training Program 
begins Saturday, February 25th and 
concludes with graduation on 
Saturday, June 9th.  A schedule of the 
training dates and topics can be found 
on the Docent Homepage.  During 
those weeks of classes, activities, 
walks and learning, trainees greatly 
welcome friendly, encouraging 
contact with their mentors and 
appreciate the information and 
answers they provide.   
To sign up as a mentor ─ or to learn 
more about the role ─ please contact 
Janie Killermann at 
JanieKillermann@gmail.com or 
Linda Zlotnik at 
lindazlotnik@gmail.com. 
 
DQOM (Docent Question of 
the Month): Blimps in the 
Sky over TPSNR 
by Jim Larrimore 
Visitor: Is that a blimp overhead? 
What does the sign say? What is it 
doing here? 
Docent: Yes, that is a blimp over the 
Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve. 
It’s not one of our natural birds in the 
sky, but it does fly by us every so 

http://www.torreypine.org/
mailto:JanieKillermann@gmail.com
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often. The one up there now is called 
Snoopy Two. Do you see the Snoopy 
picture on the side, along with 
MetLife, the corporate logo of the 
company that operates it? 
There is something special about 
blimps. Whenever a blimp glides by 
in the sky, it gets everyone’s 
attention. So, it’s nice to be able to 
tell visitors to TPSNR a little about 
blimps. 
Goodyear started operating airships 
in 1925 and now operates three 
blimps: Spirit of Goodyear, based in 
Ohio; Spirit of Innovation, based in 
Florida; and Spirit of America, based 
near Los Angeles, which cruises by 
TPSNR on occasion.  

Metropolitan Life initiated its blimp 
program in 1987. It currently operates 
three airships. Snoopy One, launched 
in 1994, operates in the East. Snoopy 
Two, launched in 1993, operates on 
the West Coast touring California, 
Nevada and Arizona (photo).  Snoopy 
J was launched in Japan in 2010. In 
2011, these blimps underwent a face-
lift and are now sporting a new 
design with “MetLife” on either side.  
The blimps provide aerial coverage of 
sporting and special events for TV 
networks. Snoopy 2 was in San Diego 
over Qualcomm Stadium Sunday, 
Nov 27, 2011 for the Broncos vs. 
Chargers, and Sunday, Dec 11, 2011 
for the Bills vs. Chargers. The on-line 
appearance schedules do not yet list 
when Snoopy 2 or Spirit of America 
will be back here in 2012. 
For each blimp there are two pilots, 
twelve crewmen, highly specialized 
ground personnel, and ground support 
vehicles to move the blimp and crew 
from one location to the next. The 
blimps fly normally at 1,000-1,500 

feet, with 5,000 feet the maximum. 
Powered by two engines, the usual 
cruising speed is thirty-five miles per 
hour with zero wind; top speed is 
about fifty miles per hour. Blimps 
look shiny and metallic from a 
distance, but they are actually soft 
and flexible, being made of polyester 
fabric coated with neoprene rubber. 
These blimps are about 200 feet long, 
55 feet in diameter, and 60 feet high, 
with about 200,000 cubic feet of 
helium and a gross weight around 
13,000 lbs.  
Farmers Insurance used a Zeppelin, 
one of two in the world, named 
Eureka for covering the Farmers 
Insurance Open golf tournament at 
Torrey Pines on January 26-28. 
Airship Ventures owns and operates 
it. It is 246 feet long, has 3 engines 
and can fly up to 78 mph. 
For more information about these 
blimps, including taking a ride, see 
tinyurl.com/MetLife-blimp-info, and 
www.goodyearblimp.com/ 

 
Gears Up for Two-Day Event 
by Cindy Wollaeger and Judith 
Zyskind 

he enthusiastic response we have 
received already from artists 

indicates that Art in the Pines will be 
a success again this year.  With the 
two-day schedule on May 5th and 6th 
we are busy organizing a weekend of 
music, food, demonstrations and 
children’s activities that will flow 
smoothly. The beautiful scenery in 
May will add a background some 
have not seen before.  In addition to 
the art, one of our goals is to bring 
new guests to Torrey Pines. 
We also want to showcase the many 
talents of the docents whose work 
will be displayed in the Docent 
Booth.  If you are an artist and have 
pieces in any medium with a nature-

based theme, we want you.  Bear in 
mind that less expensive items are 
more likely to sell.  There is no 
application fee but a 35% 
commission will be taken on all 
pieces sold.  The proceeds go directly 
to the docent-run children’s 
programs.  Contact Ann Heinemann 
or Joan Simon and they will send 
you an application. 
We are looking forward to docents 
helping out in many other ways.  
Lillian Lachicotte is in charge of 
volunteers.  You will be getting more 
information on how you can 
volunteer but here are some of the 
ways. 

• We need docents to greet the 
attendees at the shuttle stops.  
That way guests can get a 
description of the Reserve, 
our programs and Art in the 
Pines while waiting for the 
busses. 

• We need docents who like to 
sell to work in the Open Air 
Gallery, as well as those who 
would like to be responsible 
for the check-out procedure. 
We also need “floaters” who 
want to talk with the artists 
and man their booths while 
they take a short break to 
look at the other art and get a 
cup of coffee.   

• Did you know we sold 
$1,700 in opportunity tickets 
last year?  We will need 
docents to canvass the area 
and sell tickets for a chance 
to win a variety of art, as well 
as other items. 

• We also need people to help 
us on Friday afternoon to 
check in the art pieces which 
will hang in the Plein Air 
Competition and the Open 
Air Gallery and workers to 
assist the artists in setting up 
their booth spaces.  

• On Saturday we will need 
more workers to help the 

T 
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artists hang the art we 
checked in on Friday.   

• AND Sunday we will need a 
clean-up crew.  The event is 
over at 4 pm and we want to 
leave the space ready and 
clean for Monday morning. 

Last year the comment we heard over 
and over was how involved and 
helpful the docents were during the 
event.  We hope to hear that again at 
the end of Art in the Pines 2012. 

phoTORREYgraphs 
by Judy Schulman 
Sad to say, the largest known Torrey 
pine is not in our park, but in the city 
of Carpinteria, CA (about 10 miles 
south of Santa Barbara).  The tree 
measures 126’ tall, 
20’5”circumference, 130’ branch 
spread. Due to recent damage, the 
tree had to be trimmed to 120’ tall.  
Here is a 1936 photo of Guy Fleming 
visiting the tree. 

 
 

◊◊◊ Lodge Hosting Gems ◊◊◊ 
Marty’s Kids 
by Karen Woods 

t had been years since Joe (Joseph) 
Mette had been to Torrey Pines, 
even though at one time it was 

literally his home.  In the 1970s, he 
lived in a house, now gone, near the 
storage building south of the Visitor 
Center.  He was in San Diego that 

day in mid-January to attend the 
memorial service for someone who 
played a significant role as a mentor 
in his life, and the lives of many 
others in the California State Parks 
family.  Her name was Martha Jean 
Kania, but she was known 
affectionately as “Marty.”  
Joe shared some of her story.  She 
was a survivor of polio, not expected 
to live, let alone walk. Yet she raised 
six children of her own, and nurtured 
countless others in her twenty-five 
years with CSP.  San Diego was one 
of six sites to host the training 
program for new hires.  Marty took 

them under her wing and made young 
park aides and rangers feel that they 
had a “mom” in San Diego.  Online 
tributes to Marty have been written 
by those proudly claiming to have 
been one of “Marty’s kids,” 
highlighting her intelligence, humor 
(apparently she had a mean 
impersonation of Edith Ann from 
TV’s “Laugh-In”) and wisdom. 
Joe Mette’s career with the State 
Parks ultimately included roles as a 
District Superintendent and as a 
Training Consultant at the Mott 
Training Center in Pacific Grove.  

A Bucketful of Bushtits? 
Group Names for Birds  
by Barbara Wallach 
[Ed. Note:  For those of you who missed 
the January meeting, here are the nuts 
and bolts of Barbara’s wonderful 
“Spotlight On” segment.]  
Where did they come from, how 
long have they existed and who 
decided on the names?  Most of the 
terms apparently date back at least 
500 years.  Some of the names have 
been used continuously since then; 
others are no longer fashionable, 
while still others have been 
resurrected in the last century or 
two.  Some only exist on lists with 
no known reference to anyone.  
There were manuscript lists of 
group names in the 15th century and 
some of these lists appeared in a few 
of the first books printed in 
England.  Many first appeared in 
John Lydgate's Debate between the 
Horse, Goose, and Sheep (1440).  
The terms in his book along with 
others appear in a book by Dame 
Juliana Barnes (1486) titled The 
Book of Hawking and Hunting also 
known as The Book (Boke) of St. 
Albans.  No one knows whether 
either of them coined any of these 
terms or whether they were simply 
considered proper in their day. What 
we do know is that many of the  

names for the groups are still in use 
today.  James Lipton's An Exaltation 
of Larks (1993) is based on these very 
old sources. 
Some of the presently accepted terms 
are:   
a Flock of Birds  
a Covert of Coots 
a Sedge of Cranes 
a Muster or Murder of Crows 
a Herd of Curlew 
a Dole of Doves 
a Raft of Ducks  
a Charm of Goldfinches  
a Gaggle of Geese (on the ground)  
a Skein of Geese (in flight)  
a Wedge of Geese (in V-formation) 
a Squabble of Gulls  
a Cast of Hawks  
a Suit of Mallards 
a Parliament of Owls 
a Covey or Bevy of Quail  
an Unkindness of Ravens 
a Charm of Hummingbirds 
a Kettle or Cauldron of Raptors  
a Chat of Birders 
It's actually fun to see what names you 
might coin based on the behavior of a 
group, their feeding habits, physical 
characteristic, etc. My contribution to 
a future listing for a group is A 
Bucketful of Bushtits.  Have fun.   
Reference:  
baltimorebirdclub.org/gnlist.html 

I 
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Barbara with her daughter and husband at Birds of a 
Feather Gala 2011      Photo by Janine Free 

Barbara Wallach Named 2011 Docent 
of the Year at San Elijo Lagoon  
[Ed. Note:  Below is the notice from the San Elijo Lagoon 
Conservancy website: sanelijo.org/]   
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy is pleased to recognize 
Barbara Wallach as 2011 Docent of the Year. 
Barbara is a teacher, artist, photographer, naturalist, 
gardener, athlete, and docent extraordinaire. Whether it's 
sharing her vast natural history knowledge (insects are her 
favorite), providing tips on managing energetic kids, or 
inventing creative nature crafts, her talents enrich our 
education program. 
"I've always enjoyed volunteering, especially work that 
involves kids," explains Barbara. She grew up on a farm 
in Missouri, with nature at her doorstep. Barbara ran the 
children's program at Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve 
for more than a decade. 
A lifelong learner, she completed the Conservancy's 
docent training to learn about wetlands. "Once I finished 
the training and met the wonderful people in the program, 
I was hooked," she said. Since 2008, she has served as 

mentor and trainer to all the docents; shadowing her on a 
nature walk is a prerequisite for new trainees. 
Barbara is a role model and an inspiration. 

 
 

Torrey Pines Docent Society Bird Survey: Jan 2, 2012 
Total of 101 species  

Snow Goose 2 
Gadwall 25 
American Wigeon 18 
Mallard 11 
Cinnamon Teal 4 
Northern Shoveler 14 
Northern Pintail 66 
Green-winged Teal 52 
Greater Scaup 1 
Lesser Scaup 3 
Bufflehead 14 
Ruddy Duck 2 
California Quail 16 
Pacific Loon 1 
Common Loon 2 
Pied-billed Grebe 4 
Horned Grebe 1 
Eared Grebe 7 
Western Grebe 107 
Black-vented 

Shearwater 3 
Double-crested 

Cormorant 58 
Brown Pelican 76 

Great Blue Heron 4 
Great Egret 2 
Snowy Egret 3 
Little Blue Heron 1 
Black-crowned Night- 

Heron 1 
White-faced Ibis 3 
Osprey 2 
White-tailed Kite 4 
Northern Harrier 3 
Cooper's Hawk 1 
Red-shouldered Hawk 

1 
Red-tailed Hawk 5 
American Kestrel 7 
Peregrine Falcon 2 
American Coot 95 
Black-bellied Plover 2 
Snowy Plover 31 
Semipalmated Plover 6 
American Avocet 3 
Willet 23 
Whimbrel 2 
Long-billed Curlew 2 

Marbled Godwit 4 
Sanderling 43 
Western Sandpiper 25 
Least Sandpiper 17 
Heermann's Gull 30 
Ring-billed Gull 40 
Western Gull 36 
California Gull 45 
Caspian Tern 1 
Forster's Tern 1 
Royal Tern 1 
jaeger sp. 2 
Eurasian Collared- 
 Dove 3 
Mourning Dove 8 
Anna's Hummingbird 

44 
Rufous/Allen's 

Hummingbird 5 
Belted Kingfisher 1 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 6 
Northern Flicker 4 
Black Phoebe 12 
Say's Phoebe 18 

Cassin's Kingbird 5 
Loggerhead Shrike 3 
Western Scrub-Jay 10 
American Crow 38 
Common Raven 15 
Tree Swallow 15 
Bushtit 109 
Bewick's Wren 8 
House Wren 10 
Marsh Wren 2 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  
 4 
California Gnatcatcher 

13 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

3 
Wrentit 50 
Hermit Thrush 2 
Northern Mockingbird  
 5 
California Thrasher 11 
European Starling 4 
Orange-crowned 

Warbler 4 

Common Yellowthroat 
9 

Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 51 

Spotted Towhee 21 
Rufous-crowned 

Sparrow 2 
California Towhee 76 
Savannah Sparrow 3 
Song Sparrow 33 
Lincoln's Sparrow 4 
White-crowned 

Sparrow 80 
Golden-crowned 
Sparrow 3 
Red-winged Blackbird 

2 
Western Meadowlark 1 
Brewer's Blackbird 12 
House Finch 97 
Lesser Goldfinch 45 
American Goldfinch 1 
House Sparrow 6

 
Observers: Amrit Sidhu, Phil White, Will Cox, Herb Knufken, Gary Grantham, Frank Wong, Blair Francis, Eva Armi, 

Kathy Dickey, Patti Gollong, Teddy Fantana, Brandon Huang, and Anonymous. 
Comments: Combined monthly TPSNR Docent Count and TPSNR segment of the Rancho Santa Fe Audubon Christmas 

Bird Count.  

http://www.sanelijo.org/2011-docent-year
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The Torrey Pinecone, a calendar of events, notes from business meetings, and 
other items of specific interest to the docent membership, is published bi-monthly 
(even months).  For odd months we publish the Torreyana. Please submit items by 
the 20th of the month to the Editor Editors@torreypine.org  This newsletter is 
edited by Docent Joan Simon. Items for publication may also be left in the 
Torreyana mailbox in the docent library. 

Torrey Pines Docent Society 
PO Box 2414 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
(858) 755-2063 or 755-8219 
www.torreypine.org 
 

 
 
 

February 2012 TPDS Lodge Hosting Calendar- Updated 1/29/12 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Lodge hosting hours: 
L- 10-1 
 
L- 1-4 

Walks: 
W  Sat/Sun/Hol 9:30 (Start 10:00) 
W  Sat/Sun/Hol 1:30 (Start 2:00)  

1 
L-Colwell 
 
L-Barnard 

2 
L-M Lewis 
 
L-McCardle 

3 
L-Stehlik/ 
    Batarseh 
 
L-Dewhurst 

4 
L- McGee 
W-Sanseverino 
L-B Doolittle 
W-Kamen/ 
      Yehushua 

5 
L-A&D Paa 
W-Farness 
L- 
W-Brav 

6 
L-Leonard 
 
L-Small 
 

Maids    7 
L-Fiorentino 
 
L-Heinemann 
 

8 
L-C&B Hornbeck 
 
L-Barnard 
 

9 
L-M Lewis 
 
L-Parnell 
 

10 
L-Stehlik/ 
    Batarseh 
L-B&F Eckles 

Meeting   11 
L- Humphrey 
W-Geist 
L-Hartung 
W-Sheehan 

12 
L-Rowbottom 
W-B Doolittle 
L-Heinemann 
W- 

13 
L-Schindler/ 
   MacConnel 
 
L-Ivany 
 

14 
L-C&B Hornbeck 
 
L-Tarkington 
 

15 
L-Simon 
 
L-Barnard 
 

16 
L-Griffiths/ 
     Malm 
L-Heinemann 
 

17 
L-Sheehan 
 
L-B&F Eckles 
 

18 
L-Sabella 
W-Sanseverino 
L-Humphrey 
W-Sheehan 

19 
L-C&B Hornbeck 
W-Schindler 
L-Simon 
W-Geist 

20 
L-Arnold 
 
L-Colwell/ 
   Stocklin 
 

Maids    21 
L-Fiorentino 
 
L-Heinemann 
 

22 
L-Burke 
 
L-Barnard 
 

23 
L-M Lewis 
 
L-A Howard 
 

24 
L-Sheehan 
 
L-Stehlik/ 
   Batarseh 

Training  25 
L- McGee 
W-Farness 
L-Sabella 
W-Kamen/ 
    Yehushua 

26 
L-Schulman 
W-Rowbottom 
L-Simon 
W- 
 

27 
L-Leonard 
 
L-Heinemann/ 
    
 

28 
L-McCardle 
 
L-Ivany 
 

29 
L-Sogo 
 
L-Barnard 
 

   

To sign up for an opening, call the hosting docent (858-755-8219) to confirm the time and write your name in the Logbook.  If you 
cannot do your session, please try to find your own substitute by switching with another docent or using the short-notice list. Then call 
the hosting docent to make the change in the Logbook.    Coordinators: Irene Larrimore & Jan Lombardi 

mailto:Editors@torreypine.org
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