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CNLM:  The Business of Mitigation 
by Pat Finn 

or a guy whose first job was counting pine cones in 
the Torrey Pines State Natural Reserve, Markus 

Spiegelberg has come a long way. 
Spiegelberg now oversees all 20 San Diego County 
preserves owned or managed by the Center for Natural 
Lands Management, an environmental organization he has 
been with for the past 15 years.  As he told the TPDS in 
June, CNLM exists to preserve and protect sensitive 
biological resources in California and Washington state -- 
in perpetuity. 
When developers want to build condos in wetlands or 
CalTrans decides to widen freeways across lagoons, 
various laws kick in to protect land and animals:  the 
Environmental Species Act; CEQA; the Migratory Bird 
Treaty; federal wetlands protection orders and several 
local ordinances, plans and agreements.   Basically, if you 
pave over several acres of least tern habitat, you must 
mitigate the damage by purchasing land to be conserved 
and protected elsewhere.  And you will pay for its 
purchase, maintenance and the reporting on its welfare.  
This is where CNLM comes in, with its endowment 
currently of about $50 million. 
The map of the protected areas Spiegelberg oversees in 
Carlsbad, a signatory to the Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan, is astonishing.  The map of the 
geometrically-shaped city is haphazardly pock-marked 
with irregular red blotches strewn from border to border  
(see image on pg. 3). Those blotched areas are the 
protected acreage his team oversees, and they perfectly 
illustrate the conflict between the rapid expansion of the 
human population and the many species living in this 
biodiversity hotspot.  According to Spiegelberg, the fact 
that there are so many red blotches is a testament to the 
late development and general planning of Carlsbad, which 

has allowed for the 
protection of some 6,000 
acres of habitat.  
Protection is a challenge, 
even after the land is in the 
hands of the CNLM.  The 
words “protected area” 
don’t mean much to some.  
The homeless, dogs, 
poachers, junk dumpers, 
and, more exotically, 
javelin throwers, bagpipers 
and drone flyers, simply do 
not care.   
We can be glad that CNLM 
does. 
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Docent General Meeting 

Saturday, July 11, 9 am 
Location: St. Peter’s Episcopal Rec Hall, Del Mar 
Speaker:  Bill Evarts 

Topic: Baja California  
A native Californian, Bill Evarts is a self-taught landscape 
photographer. He was commissioned to do the photography and text 
for Torrey Pines: Landscape and Legacy, a 1994 publication about 
TPSNR (available in the Museum Shop). In addition to major solo 
exhibits, his photographs from Baja California were included in the 
San Diego Natural History Museum’s exhibit, Desert and Sea, which 
was displayed at the Smithsonian. His talk and slide show will focus 
on the diversity of Baja California and include rock art/cave paintings, 
as well as some mission-era history. He will also share some simple 
photo techniques, especially as they pertain to things he learned while 
taking pictures at the Reserve.  

Refreshments:  Docents with last names beginning with P, R & S will 

be responsible for providing snacks for this meeting. 
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Message from the President 

 was impressed to see all the new 

docent graduates at our June 

monthly meeting. Each year our 

Docent Society goes through this 

replenishment and growth process 

that helps keep our organization 

strong. Every year we discover new 

talent. Of greater importance is the 

opportunity for new ideas and 

approaches to our activities.  

Those of us who have been docents for some time must encourage 

this process and be careful not to respond to new ideas with classic 

replies like “that won’t work” or “we tried that once and it failed.” 

Whenever I hear a docent suggest a new idea, I advise them to 

develop it, do the research and help bring it to fruition. Over the 

years I have seen many highly successful programs develop from 

new docent inputs. I have noticed that I can walk by something I 

have seen a thousand times and never really see it. It has become a 

part of my normal environment. Then a new docent will point out 

something that causes me to stop and look at it more carefully and 

see it in a different light for the first time.  

I often get comments from new docents that they feel intimidated 

by the knowledge exhibited by senior docents. They don’t believe 

that they can ever develop such knowledge and interpretive skills. I 

tell them that yes, they can.  It arrives through the process of 

practice, like learning how to play a musical instrument.  Remember, 

we all began as new docents. Being a docent involves continuous 

learning. I sometimes learn new things from discussions with 

visitors.  

One of my favorite sayings is “90 percent of success in life involves 

just showing up.”  In other words, just show up, go out there and 

become involved. All the rest will naturally develop. 

 
 

Frank Burham 

President, 

Torrey Pines Docent Society  

I 

FLASH From Joy Inton: Don’t 

forget to donate your ZooNooz 

magazines to the Museum Shop. 

mailto:Editors@torreypine.org
mailto:Membership@torreypine.org
http://torreypine.org/
http://torreypines.org/
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Carlsbad city limits in black outline. CNLM oversees the red 
blotched areas. 

Torrey Pines Docent Society  
General Meeting Minutes  
June 13, 2015 
Meeting called to order at 9:02 am by Frank Burham.  
Speaker: Marcus Spiegelberg, Regional Preserve Manager, San 
Diego County with Center for Natural Lands Management aka 
CNLM. CNLM is dedicated to protecting and restoring 
imperiled species and their habitats.  CNLM is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit corporation created to protect and preserve biological 
resources through the long-term stewardship of mitigation and 
conservation of land.  See their web site at www.CNLM.org 
for trail maps and more information. 
Training:  Diane Stocklin announced the graduation of the 
docent training Class of 2015.  We hope they will feel at home 
and welcome in the TPDS.  There were many gracious thanks, 
gifts, and cake. 
Science Fair: Wayne Kornreich introduced the two Science 
Fair winners. 
Sam Kahn of High Tech High, a 7th grader, shared his findings 
about how Coastal Sage Scrub recovers after wild fires. 
Hannah Kroger of The Rhoades School, an 8th grader, 
explained her findings on how lichens recover from wild fires. 
Docent of the Month: Sally Whitlock spends a great amount of 
time at the TIK and is very involved in the Science Fair.  She 
drives all the way from Fallbrook to volunteer at TPSNR . 
Rangers:  Supervising Ranger Dylan Hardenbrook covered 
several topics:  
Census:  Thanks to the many who have participated.  These 
census numbers help justify to CA State Parks the need for 
financial assistance with major projects (such as the leach 

field/sewer problem). There will be 8 more days over the next 
three months.  The shifts are only two hours each and you just 
have to click a clicker to count visitors.  Please sign up with 
Volgistics to help with these days.  
Road and Trail Management Plan:  Dylan asked for input 
regarding the Road and Trail Management Plan.  He is looking 
for big picture suggestions to help guide the future of TPSNR.  
There was never a plan for the roads or trails in the Reserve or 
the Extension.  Dylan emphasized that the TP docents are 
stakeholders and our recommendations are important in 
contributing to long-term planning of trails at Torrey Pines and 
the Extension. All the comments will be condensed into a 
single document representing our organization.  Roger 
Isaacson and Frank Burham sent out an email on June 13th 
with information from Dylan.  Please use this email address to 
submit your ideas and comments: TrailSurvey@torreypine.org  
Please respond before July 15, 2015. 
Turpentine Beetle Infestation: Dylan reported that many Torrey 
pines are very seriously infested with turpentine beetles.  In 
Torrey Circle, High Point and on the north side of the Lodge, 
there are many trees that will need to be removed.  Some trees 
near the Lodge that stand a chance will be watered with soak 
hoses to strengthen them in hopes they can make it through the 
drought.  There is no known pheromone that catches the 
turpentine beetles.  The loss of these trees is due to climate 
change and the turpentine beetles, which attacks the drought-
weakened trees.   
Gate Closing: Dylan mentioned that docents who are trying to 
get into the Reserve on busy weekend days when the gate is 
closed should pull off the road into the bus stop near the South 
Beach entrance, not in the bike lane and not in front of the 
gate.  Then call the kiosk and the LAZ attendant will walk out 
to the gate and open it.  The phone number for the kiosk is 
858-755-1275.  Dylan recommends that we have this number 
in our cell phones. 
Porta-potties: Dylan warned that the porta-potties are probably 
here for the summer.  The leach field built in the 1950’s was 
not designed for the load the visitors are putting on TPSNR 
now.  The porta-potties will be pumped out three days a week 
rather than only two.  The work is scheduled for Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. One upside is the State Park’s request 
for 20% cut in water usage will be easier with no bathrooms.  
Other permanent solutions are being explored, such as a sewer 
line to the golf course, but that would cost about 2.2 million 
dollars.  
General Announcements:   
Barbara Wallach will guide a lichen nature walk on 
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 9 am.  
Ingo Renner will guide a Marsh Trail nature walk in the 
Peñasquitos Lagoon on Friday, June 19, 2015 at 8 am.   
Refreshments: For July’s General Meeting docents with last 
names starting with P, R & S are responsible for snacks.  
Meeting ended at 11:20 am. 

http://www.cnlm.org/
mailto:TrailSurvey@torreypine.org
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Children’s Program 
by Janet Ugalde, Children’s Program Director  
Children’s Program docents met June 11th to congratulate 
ourselves on a successful 2014-15 year. We reminisced 
about amazing moments shared with students and realized 
many of them took place near the ocean, like the morning a 
Pacific gray whale calf breached repeatedly just offshore, as 
everyone watched in awe. We will prepare for more beach 
walks this coming year. 
We agreed to place more emphasis on teaching children 
about protecting our environment.  We will work together to 
develop conservation-related stories and activities for our 
students to enjoy. 
We would like to reduce our hiking group size to 8:1. In 
order to achieve this goal we will need more docent 
participation. Docents, now is the time to join the awesome 
Children’s Program team. You are welcome at our next 
always fun gathering, Thursday July 9th at 10 am.  
 

Docent of the Month: 
Sally Whitlock 
Photo by Herb Knüfken 

 feel honored to have been selected as Docent of the 

Month!  In spite of being a native San Diegan, I had 

visited the Reserve just a few times prior to becoming a 

docent in 2006.  And yes, I am a proud survivor of the 
perils of Fat Man’s Misery! 

In addition to enjoying the beauty of Torrey Pines, the 

diversity of volunteer opportunities is wonderful in that 

there is something for everyone. Upon retiring from a 

teaching career of 32 years, getting involved with the 

Children’s Program was a natural.  To experience a child’s 

joy of discovery in nature’s classroom is truly inspiring. 

My participation and coordination of the docent judging 

team for the Greater San Diego Science & Engineering 

Fair for the last seven years 

has been equally rewarding.  

To be in a gymnasium-sized 

building filled with 800 

enthusiastic and brilliant 

young people is beyond 

impressive. Each year the 

team selects 2-4 students to 

receive an award that 

includes a check and a year 

parking pass to Calif. State 

Parks. I can confidently say 
our future is in good hands!  

Another favorite is working 

at the TIK (Trailhead Information Kiosk). Many visitors 

with lots of questions often show their appreciation of 

volunteers by giving a donation or a heart-felt “thank 

you!” In addition to answering questions about plants, 

animals, trails, and history, we inform visitors about 

nature walks, volunteer opportunities, and the Visitor 

Center/Museum. As a personal contribution, I enjoy 

bringing a huge basket of citrus fruit to a few of the 

monthly meetings, lovingly grown on my little bit of 

paradise in Fallbrook. It is an honor to be involved with a 

group of people who feel passionate about TPSNR --- a 

true oasis in the middle of an expanding urban 

environment. Thank you, docents, for your generous 
concern, hard work and caring.  

I 

Standing, L-R:  Barbara Wallach, Stu Rosenwasser, Mary Friestadt, Walt Burkhard, Ann Williamson, Mona Kuczenski, Louis 
Sands, Lynne Truong, Kathy Glasebrook, Frank Burham, Arlene Weinerman, Marie Johnson, Sue Randerson, Kathy Dickey, 
Janet Ugalde, and Annette Ring     Kneeling: Joellen Barnett and Ann Smith Mercandetti 
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Welcome to the Class of 2015 
by Diane Stocklin 
Photo by Herb Knüfken 

hat does a seasoned training team do with 27 
distinguished new trainees?  It was easy.  As fellow 

trainers Jeannie Smith and Linda Zlotnik will agree, it 
was effortless to guide them through the training manual, 
introduce our policies and procedures, and then show them 
the trails. They immediately proved they were dedicated to 
the preservation of the Reserve and to the education of our 
visitors. All bring to us their exceptional experiences that 
will transform them into long-term, valued docents. We 
happily welcome them. 
The training team wishes to thank Park Aides Louis Sands, 
Johnson Jou and Joy Inton for their dedication to the 
training process.  Also, to all the docents who served as 
mentors and class lecturers, we thank you profusely.  You 
played an important role in the training. 

Meet New Park Aide:  
Samantha (“Sami”) Collins 

ne of two new park 
aides, Sami Collins 

started her journey to Torrey 
Pines in the Yosemite Valley 
two years ago. On a summer 
trip, following a few 
meandering semesters 
attempting an English 
teaching degree, she 
revitalized her great curiosity 
for the natural world. Eager 
to share her passion for TPSNR but realizing she actually 
knew very little about the plants, animals, and geology 

surrounding her, she re-enrolled at SDSU as an 
Environmental Science major and plunged herself into 
every volunteer and training opportunity in the field that she 
could. Sami has volunteered with the San Diego River Park 
Foundation, South Carlsbad, and San Elijo State Beaches, 
and received naturalist training with the San Diego Natural 
History Museum in 2014. She is especially interested in 
watershed ecology and won't stop talking about plants. Thus 
far, her experience at Torrey Pines has been very inviting 
and positive and she hopes to stick around for a long time. 
 

Torrey Pines Book Club 
When: Tuesday, July 21, 2:00 pm 
Where: Lynne Small’s house (Del Mar) 
What: Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human 
Societies by Jared M. Diamond 
In this “artful, informative, and delightful” (New York 
Review of Books) book, Jared Diamond convincingly 
argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped 
the modern world. Societies that had had a head start in 
food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer stage, 
and then developed religion -- as well as nasty germs and 
potent weapons of war -- and adventured on sea and land to 
conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance 
in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and 
Steel chronicles the way that the modern world came to be 
and stunningly dismantles racially based theories of human 
history.  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize. 
All TPDS docents are welcome. Meetings usually last a 
couple of hours. RSVP to Lynne Small if you plan to attend. 
(Check Member List for email or phone number.) 
Upcoming:  August 18, Short Nights of the Shadow 
Catcher by Timothy Egan (author of The Big Burn and The 
Worst Hard Times) at the home of Kathy Glasebrook. 

W 

O 

Back Row, L-R:  Steve Neal, Elliott Beltran, Mark Embree, Don McGuire, Dale Williams, Frank Chisari, Paul Dunphy, Kathy Colgin, Gloria 
Garrett,  Harry Proctor, Marya Nash, Beverly Roberts,  Michelle Landis, and Guy Laurie  

Front Row, L-R:  Debi Buffington, David Buffington, Linda Chisari, Meg Jackson, Stefania Zambetti, Jane Takahashi, Janet Speer, and Lula 

Southerland      Not Shown: Marty Hales, Dan Hammer , Bruce Montgomery, Patty Montgomery, and Susie Silvestri 
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Charles Parry: Finding the Pines, 1850 - 
Part 1 
by Jim Larrimore 

hen Charles Parry discovered the Torrey pine on June 
26, 1850, it was the fifth of six pines he found in his 

botanical explorations while serving as surveyor of botany 
and geology on the U.S.-Mexican Boundary Commission, 
from July 14, 1849 to March 8, 1851.  
Nine months after his arrival on April 2, 1850, Parry 
reported on the first pine he found while on a trip to 
Monterey.  He found it near San Luis Obispo, and James 
Lightner writes that it was probably Pinus sabiniana, 
foothill pine. 
Parry found the next three pines in the mountains of East 
San Diego.  On June 13, 1850, he found Pinus coulteri, 
Coulter or big-cone pine on Volcan Mountain. On leaving 
Santa Ysabel he wrote, “We here come in sight of the Pines 
crowning the mountain ridge and descending frequently in 
gullies to the edge of the valley. On the south side of the 
valley, a true Pinus is seen scattered among the Oaks. It has 
a very large cone with sharp & hooked scales. The leaves 
are three in a sheath and in younger growth clothe the 
smaller branches; when old, only the young extremities 
bear leaves, giving the foliage a more sparse 
appearance….The tree averages 50 to 60 ft. and 20 inches 
in diameter.”  
The next day, June 14, 1850, on the trail to San Felipe, he 
found a third pine, Pinus jeffreyi, Jeffrey pine. Crossing 
over a ridge Parry noticed, “for the first time a different 
species of Pine somewhat resembling [Coulter pine] in 
foliage but bearing a smaller-size cone. Its branches are not 
so long and proceed horizontally without their tips bending 
up. This species has a trunk of elegant columnar form, a 
beautiful even-pillared trunk tapering less perceptibly than 
the other. The bark is of a reddish-brown and cracked into 
irregular diamond-shaped spots. It frequently attains to 
majestic proportions, even in these unfavorable situations.” 
Two days later on Cuyamaca Peak, he discovered Pinus 
lambertiana, sugar pine. Looking for “the White Pine that 
had eluded my search, [I] was fortunate to come on it on 
the slope of the ridge. The Pine is closely allied to the White 
Pine of the States. The white bark I had heard so much of 
was a fancy. It is five-leaved, leaves fine & soft. The 
majestic tree is unsymmetrically branched and its timber 
soft & fine, with enormous drooping cones, often a foot long 
and pendant from the extremities of the longer branches.” 
There was a report in February 2015 about replanting of 
pine trees after a controlled burn on Middle Peak at 
Cuyamaca. Before 2003, the species were said to be sugar 
pine, Coulter pine and a few ponderosa pines. Replanting is 
planned with mostly Jeffrey pine and some sugar pine and 
Coulter pine. Those are the pines Parry found in 1850.   

The Torrey Pines Extension 
by Maryruth Cox 

ixty years ago when our family first came to Del Mar 
Terrace we took the open space between the Terrace 

and Del Mar for granted. It was owned privately by people 
far away.  Our children roamed in the wild canyons, swung 
from the Torrey pines, and caught the ubiquitous “horny 
toads.” Horseback riders galloped down the steep trails to 
the beach, shrieking with abandon.  We hiked in the pine-
clad hills without a thought for their future and just enjoyed 
their natural beauty.  

 
A rude awakening came in 1964 when a bulldozer carved a 
road through the pines and sage southeast of Del Mar. 
Alarmed, conservationists imagined that houses, paved 
streets, and fences would soon obliterate the wilderness. 
They began a vigorous campaign to extend the existing 
Torrey Pines State Reserve north to protect the remaining 
stands of native Torrey pines on private land. After ten 
years of heart-breaking struggles the Torrey Pines 
Extension finally became part of the Torrey Pines State 
Natural Reserve in 1974.  The battle to save the Torrey 
Pines was a triumph of conservation and became a model 
for others.  A new book is now available about the 
extension with chapters on its acquisition, geology, 
archeology, and trails, plus a special section by Kathy 
Dickey on birds observed there. 
The Story of Torrey Pines Extension is available from the 
author, Maryruth Cox. Her contact information is in the 
membership list. 
 
  

W S 
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Lodge Museum Update 

by Lillian Lachicotte 
he Museum Committee had a very productive year. 
Below is a summary of our accomplishments: 

 The magnetite box built by Joe Meyer and Frank 
Burham now entertains many children and adults on 
the porch. 

 Nan Danninger has completed the archival framing 
of the Mat Triptych and photos of E.B Scripps and 
John Torrey/C.C. Parry. 

 Franne Fischman and Barbara Wallach refurbished 
the bone display. We decided not to label the bones so 
visitors could discover for themselves what types of 
bones they are. A list of the bones was placed near the 
exhibit. (If you have objects you want to add to the 
display, please contact Franne.) 

 The pine cone display has been labeled by Barbara 
Wallach. 

 Gabrielle Ivany has seen to the museum's basic 
presentability: straightening signs, etc. 

 A board printed with various animal paw prints has 
been added thanks to Barbara Wallach. 

 The projector screen that hangs above the fireplace 
has been painted by Steve Tarkington and Lillian 
Lachicotte.  

 Nancy Woodworth bought a new album for the 
history of the Torrey Pines museum and Franne 
Fischman filled it very artistically with interesting 
information. A must-see if you haven't noticed it yet.  

 Thanks to Johnson Jou, Ingo Renner, and Frank 
Burham, we have a (very popular) bird app on an 
iPad in a frame on the west display case. The iPad fits 
in quite well and the program has great information.   

 
 After being told that the rugs over the windows in the 

video room needed to stay and no new hinges could 
be installed to make it possible to open the windows, 
Frank Burham came up with the brilliant idea to use 
existing hinges and create a frame for the rug to 
attach to, so we could open the window and have 
better ventilation and light. He also included the 
1920's "step" detail on the inside of the frame that 
was used on tables and other places in the Lodge. The 
west window can now be opened and when open, 
provides a lovely view of Torrey pines and the fresh 
air is very much appreciated by our visitors.  

 Frank Burham bought energy-efficient lights and a 
dimmer to install in the video room so future displays 
can be better seen. Dylan is asking Maintenance to do 
the electrical work. 

 Our next project, which we are very pleased about, is 
building a new desk that will better fill our needs in 
this tech-changing world. Ingo Renner planned an 
ADA-compliant desk that will have our 1920's look 
and will allow us to hide the computer tower, safe and 
cash drawer underneath on the left side, and will have 
personal storage on the right. Also on the left, there 
will be a drawer to hold the information we need at 
our fingertips, making it possible to take down the 
sheets of paper on the wall and desk. This will clear 
the top of the desk for a neater look. Roger Isaacson 
has planned the computer configuration and updates 
and worked with Ingo to create a functional plan. 

So you can see, we have been very busy this year. We plan 
to take the summer off and look forward to completing 
more projects next year. Frank Burham built a suggestion 
box which is in the library, so please give us your ideas and 
feedback. 

 

  

T 

Torrey Treats Go Well With History 

Did you know that our TPSNR docents 
contributed recipes for a Torrey Pines Docent 
Society cookbook three and a half years ago? 
Torrey Treats is available at the Museum Shop. 
The book not only contains many great recipes, 
but also tells the history of the Lodge. The book is 
dedicated to TPSNR and Ellen Browning Scripps, 
who had the foresight to buy the land and save 
the trees. This makes a terrific gift for any 
occasion. It is priced at $18, less a 20% discount 
for all docents. Hurry over and get your copy 
today! 
Bonnie Hornbeck  
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Did you know? 
Sages and Sagebrush  
by Tom Polakiewicz 

here are four sweet-smelling aromatic plants at Torrey 
Pines that share the word sage in at least part of their 

name.  Three of them are related.  The fourth, California 
sagebrush, is a surprising outlier.  
The three “true” sages at Torrey Pines, white sage (Salvia 
apiana), black sage (S. mellifera) and Cleveland sage (S. 
clevelandii) are botanically unrelated to sagebrush and are 
members of the mint family, the Lamiaceae.  The name 
Salvia comes from the Latin word meaning safe or well, a 
reference to the medicinal uses to which the Salvia have 
been put by many cultures.  Each of these sage species was 
used by many California Native Americans as both food 
and a purifier of mind, body and home.  

 
White sage 

 

California sagebrush 

 

 
Black sage 

The outlier is California sagebrush, Artemisia californica, a 
cousin to the six subspecies of big sagebrush, Artemesia 
tridentata, the well-known sagebrush of the arid plains and 
valleys of the western states.  Like the western sagebrushes, 
California sagebrush is a member of the family Asteraceae, 
the sunflowers.  Unlike big sagebrush, which is evergreen, 
California sagebrush is drought-deciduous, meaning it loses 
its leaves during the dry summer months.  And while our 
California sagebrush is always a low-growing bush, some of 
the subspecies of A. tridentata can grow to be thirteen feet 
tall.  All of the sagebrushes are highly aromatic.  Both 
California sagebrush and big sagebrush had many medicinal 
uses among Native Americans all over the West. 
Whether sage or sagebrush, all four of these plants have a 
distinctive aromatic quality that gives the Reserve a 
wonderful “sagey” smell after a rare summer rain. 
 
  

T 
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Plant of the Month (POM) 
by Margaret Fillius 

or the first of this monthly series, I have chosen 
Amole or Soap Plant.  Its flowers (white with 

darker mid-vein) are produced on slender stalks mainly 
around June and July, often after the leaves have 
disappeared.  These are not showy flowers but well 
worth a second look.  Look for them throughout the 
Reserve, particularly along the road south of the 
Lodge, on the Beach Trail switchbacks, and near the 
top of the Margaret Fleming Trail in the Extension.  
Amole’s scientific name, Chlorogalum parviflorum, is 
derived from chloros (meaning “green”), gala (“milk 
or juice”), parvus (“small”), and flora (“flower”).  This 
monocot grows from a bulb from which leaves sprout 
soon after the start of our winter rains.  The bulb stores 
the resulting synthesized food, and the leaves die back 
when dry weather arrives.   

 

 

 
 

Torrey Pines Docent Society Bird Survey: June 13, 2015 
 
 

Number of species: 56 
Mallard  2 
Cinnamon Teal  2 
California Quail  8 
Pacific Loon  2     
Common Loon  1    
Brandt's Cormorant  12 
Double-crested Cormorant  10 
Brown Pelican  4 
Great Blue Heron  2 
Great Egret  1 
Snowy Egret  16 
Osprey  1 
White-tailed Kite  3 
Red-tailed Hawk  1 
Western Gull  15 

California Gull  1 
Caspian Tern  3 
Royal Tern  3 
Eurasian Collared-Dove  4 
Mourning Dove  14 
Lesser Nighthawk  11 
White-throated Swift  5 
swift sp.  5 
Anna's Hummingbird  11 
Rufous/Allen's Hummingbird  3 
Nuttall's Woodpecker  2 
American Kestrel  4 
Peregrine Falcon  4 
Black Phoebe  4 
Say's Phoebe  1 
Cassin's Kingbird  3 
Western Scrub-Jay  5 

American Crow  17 
Common Raven  10 
Northern Rough-winged 
 Swallow  15 
Cliff Swallow  1 
House Wren  3 
Marsh Wren  5 
Bewick's Wren  7 
California Gnatcatcher  10 
Wrentit  18 
California Thrasher  1 
Northern Mockingbird  3 
European Starling  1 
Orange-crowned Warbler  2 
Common Yellowthroat  8 
Yellow-breasted Chat  5 
Spotted Towhee  20 

California Towhee  11 
Savannah Sparrow  2 
Song Sparrow  6 
Black-headed Grosbeak  1 
Blue Grosbeak  2 
Red-winged Blackbird  12 
House Finch  88 
Lesser Goldfinch  26 
House Sparrow  2 
 
 
Observers:  Herb Knüfken, 
Frank Wong, Jack Friery, 
Kathy Dickey, Eva Armi, Blair 
Francis, and Anonymous 

 
Herb Knüfken’s amazing photo gallery, including many birds, may be found here: pbase.com/herb1rm 
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http://www.pbase.com/herb1rm
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