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The Professor and the Kumeyaay 
by Pat Finn 

rofessor Richard Carrico is not quite what you might 
expect from reading his bio. 

True, he is an adjunct professor in behavioral sciences at 
Mesa Community College and a lecturer in American 
Indian Studies at SDSU, making him, therefore, a 
professorial type by definition. And, true again, he knows 
far more about the Kumeyaay and other Indian Peoples of 
San Diego County than perhaps all the TPSNR docents 
together. But the absurdly limited information about Carrico 
available on the web says nothing about his ability to spell-
bind an audience, his sense of humor, sense of justice and 
his rebellious streak. 
It is obvious to any listener that 
Carrico is knowledgeable in the 
extreme about the Indian Peoples 
of San Diego and Baja California, 
as well as sympathetic to them.  He 
is not a PhD, however, because one 
of his Berkeley professors trash-
talked the Kumeyaay and others, 
and advised Carrico to study 
Indians that really counted.  So 
there’s the rebellious streak and 
sense of justice.  
Carrico says if young people today think about Indian 
Peoples (he uses the term purposely), it’s as casino owners. 
They have no idea, for instance, who they are or how many 
they are or how and when they got here.  They don’t know 
where they lived or live now. When Carrico told the TPDS 
that there are as many Kumeyaay living here today as there 
were in 1769 -- some 20,000 – I, ignorant as a teenager, was 
amazed. That’s an astonishing figure, especially once you 
factor in the devastation that followed the building of the 
California missions in the eighteenth century. The 

Kumeyaay population, says Carrico, dropped to 2,500 in the 
early American period, but it has rebounded. 
And who are they?  They were the Diegueño (“little 
people”) and Luiseño (after San Luis), so named by their 
Spanish conquerors.  In the 1970’s the tribes met and 
decided they  didn’t want to be called names that were not 
their own.  They wanted to be called by their tribal names – 
and there are many – or Indian 
Peoples.  They lived on both 
sides of the border, still do, and 
they lived on the coast where 
they harvested fish, shellfish, 
waterfowl, salt, kelp, tar and 
medicinal plants.  La Jolla, it 
turns out, is not a misspelling of 
the Spanish word for jewel at all, 
but a Kumeyaay name meaning 
“holes in the rock.”  
The People also had inland 
homes.  Once the Americans 
arrived, you can guess what 
happened.  The Kumeyaay only 
had homes to the east.  They 
were, they said, “pushed to the 
rocks.”   
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General Meeting Minutes:  July 9, 2016 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 am. by Ingo Renner. 
Speaker:  Richard L. Carrico: Kumeyaay on the Coast: an overlooked maritime 
people.  Carrico is a lecturer in the Department of American Indian Studies at 
San Diego State University and an adjunct professor in the Behavioral Sciences 
Department at San Diego Mesa Community College, where he teaches 
anthropology. He is the author of the newly revised Strangers in a Stolen Land: 
The Indians of San Diego County from Prehistory to the New Deal, the story of 
the native peoples of San Diego County from 1850 through the 1930’s .  It is 
available in the Museum Shop. 
July CEED Event: a hike at the San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve – Annie’s 
Canyon Trail, led by Joe Meyer and Stu Rosenwasser. 
Ranger Report:  Ingo Renner for Dylan Hardenbrook, talked about a product 
called SPLAT! (see pg. 7) that protects individual trees from bark beetles and 
has been applied to several trees around the Lodge.  
Docent of the Month:  Darby Lewis for all her work with the Whacky Weeders 
and Lodge hosting.   
Financial Update: Gerry Lawrence recapped the first six months of 2016.  
Children’s Program’s expenses are up from 10K in the first 6 months of FY 
2015 to 13K in the same time frame this year.  Increase is due to rising costs we 
pay for the buses to bring the Title I school kids here.  Other expenses:  new 
Kumeyaay artifacts and buttons for the Children’s Program; new Museum Shop 
cabinets cost about 9K. Museum Shop sales are up 7 percent: 46K compared to 
43K at this time last year.  Accepting credit cards has brought in more business.  
2016 was budgeted for a net loss of 13K. The TPDS has about 35K in working 
cash and 140K in reserve.  The Treasurer's Report covering the first 6 months 
of 2016 as compared to same period year ago is posted on the bulletin board in 
the library. 
In addition, Gerry has rewritten the Museum Shop opening and closing 
procedures, now just one sheet.  It is posted on the Hodgepodge and is in the 
top drawer of the desk. 

TPA: Ken King reported the TPA is helping with the cost of the Children’s 
Program shade covers in the Torrey Circle and over the picnic benches at the 
beach.  The shades for the beach picnic tables have been ordered.  Wine in the 
Pines is scheduled for October 22nd. 
Ingo talked about the joint End of Summer potluck with TPA and TPDS on the 
beach on Friday, September 16th.  There will be a minus tide at about 3:30pm 
that day.  More to follow soon. 
For New Docents:  Docent Coordinators talked about their areas. 
Whacky Weeders:  Lynne Small.  Weeders meet on Monday and Thursday 
mornings to pull out invasive plant species.  If you want to join them to try it 
out, contact Lynne.  
Museum Shop:  Nancy Woodworth.  Books by Richard L. Carrico available in 
the Museum Shop include Strangers in a Stolen Land. She is interested in new 
products to carry in the Shop.  If you have an idea, bring in a sample for Nancy 
to give to the review committee.  Gabrielle Ivany has recently rewritten the 
Shop policies and procedures. Bobbie Krueger is looking for an artist to create 
artwork for T-shirts and sweatshirts to sell in the Museum Shop. 
 

FLASH From Joy Inton: Don’t 
forget to donate your ZooNooz 
magazines to the Museum Shop. 

mailto:Editors@torreypine.org
mailto:Membership@torreypine.org
http://torreypine.org/
http://torreypines.org/
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Museum Committee:  Lillian Lachicotte noted the 
committee recently sent quite a few animals to the 
taxidermist. They still need a rabbit and a skunk and hope to 
get the peregrine falcon that fell off the cliff.  It's in 
Sacramento to see if it died of West Nile virus. If you'd like 
to join the Museum Committee, contact Lillian.  They meet 
about once every three months.  
Garden Committee:  Pete di Girolamo described the new 
plants and signs in the Lodge and Whittaker Gardens.  Like 
plants, this committee goes dormant over the summer 
months.  Typically they meet monthly. If you're interested, 
contact Pete. 
CARE team:  Sally Whitlock and Annette Ring lead the 
team which works with membership to reach out to docents 
that have difficulties (for example illness) or are having 
problems logging enough docent hours.  Anyone interested 
in joining, email Sally or Annette.  
Refreshments: At August’s General Meeting docents with 
last names starting with J, K & L are responsible for 
snacks.  
Meeting ended at 11:15 am. 
 

Children’s Program 
by Louis Sands, Children’s Program Coordinator 

he 2016-17 school year is just around the corner!  Our 
first program day is Tuesday, September 27, and the 

reservation system, as in prior years, will open to teachers 
on August 15. No doubt there will be scheduled dates 
shortly thereafter for docent sign-up!  
We have a new schedule—this year we will host students on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and now only on the first Friday of 
each month.  
Please take note of the following important dates: 
* Thursday, August 25, 10:00-11:30 am. - A special 
meeting for 2016 docent graduates.  If you are a “seasoned” 
Children's Program docent in need of a logistics refresher, 
please attend as well for this review of program basics: how 
to sign up for programs, how to prepare for talks and walks, 
what supplies and tools are available, etc.  
* Thursday, September 15, 10:00-11:30 am. - The kick-off 
meeting for ALL Children's Program docents.  Join your 
fellow docents for a quick 2015-16 school year review, 
program updates, and team fellowship. An optional pre-
meeting group hike will leave the Visitor Center at 8:30 am. 
Both meetings will be at the Children's Program benches 
east of the Visitor Center.  Please contact me with any 
questions via email or cell phone.  Janet Ugalde and I are 
looking forward to another remarkable year!  See you soon! 
 

Docent of the Month: 
Darby Lewis  
Photo by Herb Knüfken 

 owe my biology 
and botany 

knowledge to my dad, 
who took my family 
every summer to 
Mammoth, where he 
shared his knowledge 
of wildflowers, birds, 
trees, hiking, and 
love of nature in 
general. I know he 
got his love of nature from his dad as well.  All of 
my family in this generation loves nature and the 
outdoors, and I attribute this love to him and his 
zest for nature and the great outdoors. 
I followed in his footsteps and graduated from UC 
Berkeley in 1971. I then worked for the phone 
company for nine years (where I met Helen 
Grundler, a docent today! small world!). 
When I had children, I took Barbara Moore's 
nature walk classes for preschoolers, where we 
walked many local parks. She later decided to just 
teach adults. I took her nature walk classes every 
Monday for I don't know how many years and 
learned much of what I know about plants, 
wildflowers, and birds. Barbara's big love was for 
birds, and she shared that love with all her 
students. While taking her classes I met Jim 
Cassell, who encouraged me to become a docent. 
Then, walking along Carmel Valley Rd., I met Carol 
Martin. I weeded with her for the Carmel Valley 
Rd. Project once a month for a year.  She told me if 
I liked weeding, I could do it once a week at 
TPSNR. 
I started weeding at TPSNR and soon I learned I 
could weed twice a week. Fellow weeders 
encouraged me to sign up for the docent training 
class.  So after a year of weeding, I decided to 
train to become a docent. It is the best decision I 
ever made for myself.  I feel I am with a group of 

T 

I 
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people that has the same zest for the outdoors 
that I do and the same sense of wanting to 
preserve this park for future generations. 
I love what I do and will continue to do so as long as 
I am able. Thank you for letting me be part of this 
wonderful organization, the docents of Torrey 
Pines State Nature Reserve. 
 

The Magic of the Hospitality Crew  
by Joan R. Simon 

s we arrive at the docent general meeting each month, 
we are greeted in the courtyard of St. Peter’s Church 

with tables all set up, fruit and other refreshments laid out, 
and coffee percolating in the corner.  This doesn’t happen 
by magic. For the past 10 years, Chuck Anders, the 
hospitality crew organizer, has risen early on the second 
Saturday of the month and driven to Torrey Pines to pick up 
the supplies from the Lodge -- coffee and coffee pots, paper 
goods, table cloths, and so on. Then he drives over to the 
church, buying the morning’s half & half on the way. A lot 
of work? Not the way Chuck sees it. “There's nothing I like 
better than driving up the hill at the Reserve in the early 
morning,” he says. But Saturday morning is not when his 
assignment begins. A day or two before the meeting Chuck 
goes to Costco to get those lovely platters of fresh fruit and 
to re-supply paper goods and coffee as necessary. 

 
L-R: Sumiko, Chuck, Margaret, and Herb 
Arriving at the church well before the meeting, Chuck is 
met by Herb Knüfken, who sets up the tables, and 
Margaret Pluth, who cuts up and arranges the fruit and 
other food. Margaret is soon joined in the kitchen by 
Sumiko Nagamine, who stays until the end of the meeting 
to clean up. There’s always music in the kitchen and as 
Margaret says, “It’s the party before the party.” Other 
docents are more than welcome to join the “party.” 
These four docents are the hospitality crew who make our 
“refreshment breaks” happen every month. To facilitate 

food contributions, docents have been asked to bring food to 
share based on the first letter of their last name, with the list 
moving through the alphabet month by month (e.g., the 
August meeting will be J, K, L). 
Chuck also serves as liaison between the TPDS and the 
church. He provides parking passes for the church parking 
lot and is the point person for any changes to our schedule 
or the church’s (e.g., sometimes the parish hall is being used 
by the church and we meet in the sanctuary). 
Chuck would love to have a co-organizer, someone who 
could step in and do the job when he cannot be on hand. 
Anyone interested should please contact Chuck. It’s a job 
that is highly appreciated by any docent who has ever 
attended a general meeting. 
 

Museum Committee 
by Lillian Lachicotte 

he new cabinets on the east and north walls have been 
completed and installed thanks to Ingo Renner. Many 

docents were involved in designing these cabinets, which fit 
our needs perfectly. Thanks to Nancy Woodworth, Nan 
Danninger, Suzan Potuznik, Bobbi Krueger, Jan 
Lombardi, Peggy Fiorentino, Frank Burham, and all the 
others who helped. 
Various items around the historic table area have been 
cleared away. Now visitors can see the view and the 
geology display outside on the porch. The geology display 
is better organized, and we will continue with further 
updating, sorting, and labeling. 
The library has been de-cluttered, thanks to help from 
Susan Morrison, Roger Isaacson, and Sherry and Bob 
Doolittle. Ingo made the desk drawer mouse proof. 
Nancy Woodworth and Nan Danninger investigated the 
history of the photo of a Torrey pine that hung in our 
restroom.  It is a colorized photo by Harold Taylor who had 
a photo gallery in the early 1900’s at the Hotel Del 
Coronado. Nan and Nancy had it reframed. 
We look forward to completing other projects:  

• The triptych will be hung soon.  
• Nan Danninger and Suzan Potuznik are working on a 

timeline for the museum. If you have ideas, photos or 
anything that may be of interest to visitors for the 
timeline, please contact Nan or Suzan. 

Janice Barnard is looking for a professional service to 
clean our animal displays. If none can be found, a docent 
workforce will be organized. 
Barbara Wallach, Steve Tarkington, and I emptied the 
freezers in the Lodge and took frozen specimens we need 
for display to the taxidermist. Barbara is looking into giving 

A 

T 
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duplicate specimens to other parks and working out an 
exchange. 
The goal of the Museum Committee is to reflect and 
preserve the charming and comfortable 1920’s look and feel 
of the Lodge. We plan to progress gradually so each 
enhancement will blend with preceding improvements to 
retain the historic look of the building while keeping in 
mind educational goals as well. 
Your ideas are always welcome. 
 

Torrey Pines Welcomes Cara Stafford, 
District Environmental Scientist 
Photo by Steve Tarkington 

ara Stafford is the 
new Environmental 

Scientist for the San Diego 
Coast District of 
California State Parks and 
will be spending some of 
her time at Torrey Pines. 
She comes to us from the 
Tijuana Estuary and 
Border Field State Park, 
where she restored habitat 
and helped manage 
sediment and trash flowing into the Park from Mexico. “I 
appreciate the integral role that volunteers play in the 
success of Parks,” she said, “and am looking forward to 
getting to know and learning from the docents at Torrey 
Pines.”  
Stafford expects to be at Torrey Pines three days a week, 
where her responsibilities will include invasive weed 
control and mapping, restoration, rare plant inventory and 
monitoring, development of project plans and budgets, and 
environmental review of projects in the Reserve. She works 
under the supervision of Ecologist Darren Smith, who is 
now the San Diego Coast District Services Manager. With 
the help of Supervising Ranger Dylan Hardenbrook and 
Lynne Small, coordinator of the Whacky Weeders, she is 
getting up to speed on all things Torrey Pines.  
Cara has a Bachelor of Science in conservation biology 
from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
in Syracuse. She is a native of central New York (“Go SU 
Orangemen!”). A college internship brought her to Sequoia-
Kings Canyon, where she “fell for the granite and 
wildflowers of the Sierras.” Her conservation work has 
taken her to Catalina Island, Lake Tahoe, and San Francisco 
before arriving in San Diego. Cara lives in Ocean Beach, 
where she enjoys gardening, biking, cats, riding surf mats, 
and traveling with her partner Mark. 
 

 

 

Wonderful People You Meet at Torrey Pines 
by Jeannie Smith 

n a mid-July weekend I was walking into the Lodge 
and encountered a couple engrossed in exploring the 

garden outside.  Jeanne Allen sat on an electric scooter and 
her husband, Chip, was alongside pointing out a native 
plant.  As I passed by, I mentioned that there is a ramp and 
access to the Lodge around the east and north sides, and 
Jeanne thanked me.  An hour or so later, at the TIK, I 
noticed Jeanne and Chip again, this time exploring the West 
Overlook.  I greeted them and watched Chip take Jeanne’s 
picture at the trailhead.  Then Jeanne came over to the TIK 
and told me that she and her husband were from the Bay 
Area and were on an excursion through parks and reserves 
in California so that she could blog about her adventures on 
her website, incredibleaccessible.com where she shares tips 
for people whose limited mobility may deter them from 
attempting travel.  Jeanne’s vibrant personality and 
determined spirit make her admirably suited to this task.  
Through this brief encounter I learned that we docents 
should be more familiar with the accessible trails in our 
Reserve and information about them.  TPSNR’s newest 
brochure, which is available through our website, has 
accessibility descriptions and a map with ADA trails 
marked in yellow. Because of Jeanne’s visit our website 
now has the same text describing accessibility features that 
had been available to her on the State Parks site.  
The Allens’ trip is completed now, and back at home Jeanne 
is blogging about her adventures.  Soon there will be 
information about her experience in our Reserve, which she 
assured me was much loved.  
  

C 

O 

Would You Like to Help Us? 
The Museum Committee will be working on historical 
and informational notebooks to complement a new 
timeline display in the museum.  The notebooks will be 
located in the museum for the visitors to browse through 
and should be helpful with interpretation while doing 
Lodge hosting.  Topics will span TPSNR history, 
geological time line and also Reserve related topics 
including the Torrey pine, mammals, insects, reptiles, 
and more.  We need one docent per notebook topic to 
coordinate the gathering of information and creating the 
final display copy.  Each notebook will need a team of 
contributing docents who will guide and contribute 
information/ topics/photos to make the notebook a rich 
resource. If you are interested in helping with this 
project, please call/email Suzan Potuznik. 

http://www.incredibleaccessible.com/
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A Look Back 
by Judy Schulman 
Given that the Olympics will be starting soon, I thought this 
photo from my collection might be of  timely interest.  It 
was taken by Hank Nicol, former Interpretive Specialist at 
Torrey Pines.  

 
On July 25, 1984 at 6 am the Olympic torch was passed on 
the beach between lifeguard towers 1 and 2. From La Jolla, 
the runner came down Torrey Pines grade (S78) and entered 
the Reserve to get on the beach to go toward Del Mar. A 
special permit was needed because open fires are not 
allowed in the park. 

 
 

Torrey Pines Book Club 
When: Tuesday, August 9 at 2:00 pm 
Where: Marty Jacobson’s home in La Jolla 
What: Any of the myriad fictional crime novels – or 
mysteries, if you prefer-- written by Nevada Barr starring 

her heroine, National Park Ranger Anna Pigeon. We will 
compare and contrast! 

Potential TP Bookies Reading List 

FICTION 
Barr, Nevada — Blind Descent (Anna Pigeon) (2009) [K P 
A1 336pp fiction]  
Barr, Nevada — Boar Island: An Anna Pigeon Novel (2016) 
[K P A 385pp fiction]  
Barr, Nevada — many books  
Erdrich, Louise — The Round House: A Novel (2013) [K P 
A 368pp fiction]  
Hamilton, Jane — The Excellent Lombards (2016) [K A 
288pp fiction]  
King, Lily — Euphoria (2014) [K P A 273pp fiction]  

NON-FICTION  
Flannery, Tim — The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological 
History of North America and Its Peoples (2002) K P A 
Flannery, Tim — Atmosphere Of Hope: Searching For 
Solutions To The Climate Crisis (2015) [K P A 256pp]  
Flannery, Tim —The Weather Makers: How Man Is 
Changing the Climate and What It Means for Life on Earth 
(2001) [K P A 390pp] 
Ford, Corey — Where the Sea Breaks Its Back: The Epic 
Story of Early Naturalist Georg Steller and the Russian 
Exploration of Alaska (1966, updated 2003) [K P 226pp]  
Greenberg, Paul — Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild 
Food [K P A 296pp]  
Khoo Thwe, Pascal — From the Land of Green Ghosts: A 
Burmese Odyssey (2003) [P 320pp]  
Kurlansky, Mark — Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell 
(2007) [K P A 336pp]  
Kurlansky, Mark — Cod: A Biography of the Fish that 
Changed the World (1999) [K P A  
304pp]  
Kurlansky, Mark, — Paper: Paging Through History 
(2016) [K A 416pp]  
Kurlansky, Mark — Salt: A World History (2003) [K P A 
484pp]  
Macdonald, Helen — H is for Hawk (2015) [K P A 322pp]  
Steller, Georg — Journal of a Voyage with Bering, 1741-
1742 (not widely available) [P 260pp]  
1NOTE: K = Available on Kindle; P = Available in 
paperback; A = Available as an audiobook.  
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
by Carol V. Smith 
Several email messages to docents regarding the 
Torreyana being available online have bounced, so we 
would like to update the Docent Roster. 
Please check your listing in the latest Roster (pink cover) 
and let us know if there are any changes or corrections 
needed for your listing.  Have you moved?  Changed email 
server?   Changed phone number?  Or are there any other 
changes needed?   
Send changes/updates to Membership@torreypine.org. 
Otherwise we will assume all is correct.   
Extras copies of the Roster are in the Docent Library 
membership box. 
Carol Smith, Membership Coordinator 
 

mailto:Membership@torreypine.org
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Negotiating the slot canyon 
 

 

Splat! 

by Ingo Renner 
No, Splat! is not a bug on your windshield. 
It is, however, a greenish glob of goo which you can now 
find on some of the Torrey pine trees around the Lodge and 
bottom of the High Point trail. Splat! is an anti-aggregating 
beetle pheromone that sends a signal to any bypassing 
wood-boring beetles and says: “Hey, this here tree is 
already full of critters like you and there isn’t enough food, 
so move along!”  
 

 
The chemical compound found in Splat! is called 
verbenone, which is classified as a terpene found in a 
variety of plants like Spanish Verbena and Rosemary. This 
treatment is part of the program to keep more Torrey pines 
on the mesa from dying, especially during this dry season.  

AUGUST CEED EVENT 
 Date: Monday, August 15, 2016 

 Time: 1:00 pm 

 Place: TPSNR - Geology 

 Duration:  1 ½ - 2 hrs. hike – Meet @ the S Kiosk 
Beach 

 Leader:  Gill Williamson –Docent 

Contact Joe Meyer for more info. 

The San Elijo Lagoon Annie’s Trail hike had a record number of participants for a CEED event - 35!!!  Most likely a record for 
hikers through the slot canyon at one time. Awesome!        Photos by Annette Ring 
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Local Eagle Scouts Assist The Reserve 
by Jake Mumma 

 few months back, I was approached by a local Boy 
Scout Robert Hou –Troop 713, looking to assist the 

Reserve by completing his Eagle Scout Project somewhere 
around the Lodge.  

 
Scouts and parents from Del Mar Troop 713 working on new and 
old benches for the Children’s Program area. 
It was agreed upon that the Children’s Program 
Amphitheater could use an extra row of benches along with 
a new coat of paint on the existing benches.  After the long 
and tedious planning/approval process that prospective 
Eagle Scout candidates are subjected to, Robert took careful 
measurements and drawings of the existing benches along 
with paint chip samples.  His newly constructed benches 
were required to match the existing benches, both in design 
and paint color.  In early-mid July, with the assistance of his 
troop, Robert constructed four perfectly matched benches!  
In addition to this, Robert directed his troop in the sanding, 
priming, and painting of all of the existing Children’s 
Program Amphitheater benches!  With the Children’s 
Program starting back up in approximately just one month, 
the timing couldn’t have been any better.  It was a job well 
done by all!  Thank you Robert and Boy Scout Troop 713! 
 

Plant of the Month: Fascicled Tarweed 
by Margaret Fillius 

hen you think of aromatic plants in the Reserve, you 
probably think of shrubs such as Black Sage and 

Sagebrush.  This Plant of the Month is an annual and is 
much smaller.  
Fascicled Tarweed (Deinandra fasciculata, previously 
Hemizonia fasciculata), locally known as Sticky Tarweed, 
usually grows to about 7 inches tall and has a long bloom 
season (usually May to September).  Rub your fingers over 
the plant and you will notice a sticky aromatic tar on the 

leaves and stems.  If you end up with stained clothes or 
skin, don’t fret -- alcohol will remove it!  

 
The lower leaves are toothed or lobed, while the upper 
leaves are shorter and linear.  Flower heads are in bundles 
of two or more.  Each flower head has a center of six yellow 
disc florets with dark purple stamens surrounded by five 
yellow ray florets. The ray florets generally have three 
teeth, the central tooth being the smallest.  Use a 
magnifying glass to appreciate the flower details. 

 
I have read that Native Americans used Tarweed seeds for 
food. According to Delfina Cuero, Kumeyaay boiled the 
whole plant for steam to treat headaches. 
Fascicled Tarweed grows in Coastal Sage Scrub, Southern 
Oak Woodland, and Valley Grassland from the Central 
Coast south into Baja California.  Although it can be found 
in many places throughout the Reserve, it is probably most 
abundant at the west end of the Flintkote Trail. 

A 

W 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_%28botany%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disc_floret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_florets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_florets


  August  2016 Torreyana    9 

Birder’s Corner 
by Jack Friery 

he Bewick’s Wren is a common bird in the chaparral—
but it’s much more often heard than seen.  Per Cornell 

University’s Ornithology Lab, the Bewick’s Wren is a 
“hyperactive little bird with bold white eyebrows, flicking 
its long tail as it hops from branch to branch… These 
master vocalists belt out a string of short whistles, warbles, 
burrs, and trills to attract mates and defend their territory, or 
scold visitors with raspy calls… The male Bewick's Wren 
learns its song while still on the parents' territory. It learns 
the song not from its father, but rather from the neighboring 
territorial males. The song repertoire developed before the 
first winter is retained for life…”  
The first Bewick’s Wren specimen was identified and 
named by the great 19th Century naturalist John James 
Audubon in 1821.  He named the bird after a friend, 
engraver Thomas Bewick.  Bewick wrote and  
 
 
 

 
Bewick’s Wren  Photo by Herb Knüfken 

illustrated A History of English Birds, considered to be a 
forerunner of today’s bird field guides. 
The name “Bewick,” by the way, is pronounced like the 
car—Buick. 
 

 

 
Torrey Pines Docent Society Bird Survey: July  2, 2016 

 
 

Number of species: 59 
(+3 other taxa) 

Brant  1 
Gadwall  5 
Mallard  6 
California Quail  26 
Pied-billed Grebe  1 
Double-crested Cormorant  6 
Brown Pelican  12 
Least Bittern  1 
Great Blue Heron  5 
Great Egret  10 
Snowy Egret  15 
Black-crowned Night-Heron  2 
Osprey  2 
Cooper's Hawk  2 
Red-tailed Hawk  1 
Ridgway's Rail  1 
Common Gallinule  2 

Semipalmated Plover  2 
Killdeer  2 
Whimbrel  4 
Heermann's Gull  13 
Western Gull  7 
Caspian Tern  7 
Forster's Tern  1 
Eurasian Collared-Dove  2 
Mourning Dove  19 
White-throated Swift  26 
Anna's Hummingbird  8 
Allen's Hummingbird  5 
hummingbird sp.  3 
Nuttall's Woodpecker  4 
American Kestrel  1 
Peregrine Falcon  2 
falcon sp.  1 
Black Phoebe  4 
Ash-throated Flycatcher  2 
Cassin's Kingbird  4 

Western Scrub-Jay  4 
American Crow  3 
Common Raven  7 
Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow  9 
Cliff Swallow  7 
swallow sp.  6 
Bushtit  36 
House Wren  1 
Bewick's Wren  8 
California Gnatcatcher  8 
Wrentit  31 
California Thrasher  5 
Northern Mockingbird  5 
Common Yellowthroat  10 
Yellow Warbler  1 
Yellow-breasted Chat  6 
Song Sparrow  6 
California Towhee  20 
Spotted Towhee  18 

Black-headed Grosbeak  5 
Red-winged Blackbird  11 
Hooded Oriole  3 
House Finch  52 
Lesser Goldfinch  16 
House Sparrow  11 
 
Observers:  Kathy Dickey, 
Ken King, Bob Glaser, Jack 
Friery, Marty Hales, Herb 
Knüfken, Frank Wong, Molly 
McConnell, Janet Speer, Eva 
Armi, Andy Rathbone, 
Margaret Fillius, Jim Wilson, 
Pete di Girolamo, Gary 
Grantham, Cheryl Grantham, 
and Anonymous 

 
Monthly Bird Surveys back to May 2006 may be found on our website torreypine.org 

 
Herb Knüfken’s amazing photo gallery, including many birds, may be found here: pbase.com/herb1rm 

T 

http://torreypine.org/nature-center/birds/birdsurveys/
http://www.pbase.com/herb1rm
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Torrey Pines Docent Society 
PO Box 2414 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
(858) 755-2063 
torreypine.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.torreypine.org/

